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Trump: 15,000 troops could go to border 


By Zeke Miller 
AND Robert Burns 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Don¬ 
ald Trump said the number of military 
troops deployed to the U.S.-Mexican 
border could reach 15,000 — roughly 
double the number the Pentagon said 
it currently plans for a mission whose 


dimensions are shifting daily. 

The Pentagon said “more than 7,000” 
troops were being sent to the southwest¬ 
ern border to support the Customs and 
Border Protection agents. Officials said 
that number could reach a maximum of 
about 8,000 under present plans. 

The troop numbers have been chang¬ 
ing at a dizzying pace, with Trump 
drawing a hard line on immigration in 


the lead-up to the midterm elections. 

Just last week, officials were indicat¬ 
ing that about 800 to 1,000 might be 
sent. On Monday, officials announced 
that about 5,200 were being deployed. 
The next day, the Air Force general 
running the operation said more than 
the initially announced total were 

SEE BORDER ON PAGE 10 



President Donald 
Trump’s latest 
comments on 
the deployment 
of U.S. troops 
to the Mexican 
border took the 
Pentagon by 
surprise. 

Chris O’Meara/AP 


SPECIAL OPERATION 

Bulldog brigade mascot goes under the knife in South Korea 

By Marcus Fichtl “He’s the face and symbol of who we are,” Cpl. 

: Stars and Stripes Mitchell Duncan, Chester’s handler, said at the clin¬ 

ic Wednesday. 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea — A Texas- Chester, along with the rest of the Bulldog brigade, 
based unit’s youngest and furriest soldier is breath- arrived in South Korea last month, taking the reins 
ing easier, literally, thanks to a Halloween-night as the 2nd Infantry Division’s sole brigade combat 
surgery in South Korea. team on the peninsula. 

Pfc. Tank Chester, a 7-month-old Victorian bull- While technically an elective surgery, it’s a nearly 

dog who serves as mascot for the 3rd Armored necessary one for the active mascot, who, like his 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division “Bull- predecessors, is expected to ride shotgun with the 
dogs,” had his soft palate trimmed and nostrils wid- unit’s command team in everything from helicop- 
ened at Camp Humphreys’ veterinary clinic to ease ters to tanks as they inspect and boost morale to the 
the airways for the member of the notoriously hard- brigade’s troops, 
breathing breed. SEE OPERATION ON PAGE 6 



Maj. Shane Andrews operates on Pfc. Tank Chester, 
the 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division 
mascot, at Camp Humphreys, South Korea, on Wednesday. 
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Moon: N. Korean leader to visit Seoul 'soon' 


By Kim Gamel 
AND Yoo Kyong Chang 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un will 
soon visit Seoul and Russia, and 
will likely meet with China’s 
president in Pyongyang, South 
Korea’s president said Thursday. 

While Moon Jae-in expressed 
hope the diplomatic moves would 
lead to denuclearization and 
peace, Kim hinted at another mo¬ 
tive of weakening what he called 
“vicious sanctions” against his 
regime. 

The comments came as Seoul 
and Washington said they will 
make a decision this month on 
whether to conduct large-scale 
war games next year to facili¬ 
tate talks aimed at persuading 
the North to give up its nuclear 
weapons. 

Several joint military exer¬ 
cises have been canceled since 
an unprecedented summit be¬ 
tween Kim and President Donald 
Trump on June 12 in Singapore. 

The two Koreas have moved 
rapidly to improve relations de¬ 
spite slow progress in U.S.-North 
Korean nuclear talks. 


Kim Jong Un said during his 
most recent summit with Moon 
in September that he would visit 
Seoul “in the near future.” That 
would make him the first North 
Korean leader to do so since the 
1950-53 war ended in an armi¬ 
stice instead 
of a peace 
treaty. 

Moon, the 
son of North 
Korean ref¬ 
ugees who 
took office 
promising 
to pursue 
engagement 
with the 
communist 
state, was 
optimistic Thursday in a policy 
speech to defend his budget. 

“The second North-US. sum¬ 
mit is near at hand,” he said in a 
m^or policy speech, adding that 
Kim’s visit to Seoul “will also 
take place soon.” 

Kim is likely to visit Russia and 
to receive a visit from Chinese 
President Xi Jinping “sooner or 
later,” Moon said, adding that a 
summit between the North and 


Japan was also possible. 

“A historic starting point for 
mutual prosperity on the Korean 
Peninsula and in Northeast Asia 
is just ahead of us,” Moon said. 
“This is an opportunity that came 
to us like a miracle. This is an op¬ 
portunity we must not lose.” 

Moon has previously suggested 
the visit to Seoul would happen 
before the end of the year, but 
South Korean media have specu¬ 
lated recently that it would be 
pushed back to next year follow¬ 
ing another expected U.S.-North 
Korean summit. 

‘Vicious sanctions’ 

Kim Jong Un, meanwhile, 
stepped up his criticism of U.S.- 
led economic sanctions meant to 
punish his regime for developing 
nuclear weapons. 

The North has repeatedly 
called for sanctions to be lifted 
as payoff for steps it has already 
taken toward denuclearization. 

Washington insists it will main¬ 
tain pressure on Pyongyang until 
more concrete measures are 
achieved. 

“The hostile forces are foolishly 
keen on vicious sanctions to stand 


in our way toward promotion of 
people’s well-being and develop¬ 
ment and to lead us to change and 
submission,” Kim was quoted as 
saying during an inspection of a 
construction site. 

“But they will be made to clear¬ 
ly see over time how our country 
that has built its strength hun¬ 
dreds of times defying hardship 
build its own country as a pow¬ 
erful nation,” he said, according 
to the state-run Korean Central 
News Agency. 

China, the North’s economic 
lifeline, and Russia have recently 
called for the punishing measures 
to be relaxed as an incentive to 
keep the North at the table. 

South Korean Defense Minis¬ 
ter Jeong Kyeong-doo said sepa¬ 
rately that the allies will review 
the issue of whether to cancel 
more exercises until Nov. 15. 

“We will make a final decision 
on any mqjor exercises next year 
before Dec. 1,” he told reporters 
Wednesday in Washington where 
he participated in an annual 
meeting to review the alliance. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, 
meanwhile, dismissed concerns 
that the suspension of the drills 
was harming readiness, saying 


the allies were training together 
in other ways and would adjust as 
needed. 

“We are not right now con¬ 
cerned with a loss of combat ca¬ 
pability,” Mattis said. 

“Clearly as we go forward we’ll 
have to make adaptations to en¬ 
sure we don’t lose that capability, 
but right now again this is not a 
total suspension of all collabora¬ 
tion and military exercises,” he 
added. 

The annual drills that include 
computer simulations and field 
training have always infuriated 
North Korea, which considers 
them rehearsals for an invasion. 

US. and South Korean officials 
have insisted the exercises are 
defensive in nature. 

But Trump called them “pro¬ 
vocative” and “very expensive” 
when he first announced he was 
halting them after the Singapore 
summit. 

Officials also sought to offer 
reassurances that the alliance re¬ 
mained steadfast amid specula¬ 
tion it faced divisions over how to 
approach the North. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
chang.kyong@stripes.com 



South Korea’s top court upholds conscientious objection to military 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea’s 
top court on Thursday ruled that South Ko¬ 
rean men can now legally reject their man¬ 
datory military service on conscientious or 
religious grounds without punishment. 

The landmark ruling is expected to af¬ 
fect the cases of more than 930 conscien¬ 
tious objectors on trial. Hundreds of young 
South Korean men, mostly Jehovah’s Wit¬ 


nesses, are imprisoned every year for re¬ 
fusing to serve in the military. 

All able-bodied South Korean men must 
serve about two years in the military under 
a conscription system aimed at coping with 
potential aggression from North Korea. 
The court broke with its own 2004 verdict 
that rejecting military service because of 
religious faith was illegal, saying at the 
time that confrontation with the North 
made South Korea’s draft an indisputable 


necessity. 

The ruling was great news for Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and others who call for improved 
individual rights and freedom of opinion 
in South Korea. But many conservatives 
would criticize it for failing to forget North 
Korea’s threat. 

When South Korea Constitutional Court 
ruled in June that the government must 
introduce alternative social service for 
conscientious objectors by 2019, a heated 


debate erupted over whether it’s time to 
come up with such a measure because 
North Korea’s nuclear threat remains un¬ 
changed. There are also worries that some 
might exploit alternative service to evade 
the draft. 

On Thursday, the Supreme Court said 
it quashed a lower court’s ruling that 
sentenced a conscientious objector to 18 
months in prison. It said it ordered the 
lower court to review its earlier verdict. 
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Air Force fires 
3 commanders 
at Laughlin AFB 



Carlos VAzquEz/Stars and Stripes 


A Marine grabs a meal at the 12th Marines Mess Hall at Camp Hansen, Okinawa, Oct. 12. 

Marines ditch meal cards in favor 
of new CAC system at mess halls 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

MARINE CORPS AIR STA¬ 
TION IWAKUNI, Japan — Some 
junior Marines in Japan have 
shredded their meal cards and 
moved to a simpler system that re¬ 
quires only a common access card, 
or CAC, to dine at mess halls. 

Part of a Marine Corps-wide 
initiative, the change ehminates 
an unnecessary piece of paper that 
can easily be lost or forged, said 
Chief Warrant Officer 4 Denis Le- 
breton, director of the Installation 
Personnel Administration Center, 
which oversees dining facilities at 
MCAS Iwakuni. 

The CAC system increases ac¬ 
countability and reduces the ad¬ 
ministrative burden of managing 
the program, he said. For exam¬ 
ple, Marines who lost their meal 
card were required to fill out a 


statement that had to be routed 
through their chain of command, 
the provost marshal office and 
the mess hall. 

Using CACs also eliminates the 
ability for Marines to loan their 
meal card to another individual 
or make a copy that could then be 
used by someone else, Lebreton 
said. 

The new system has been up 
and running for months; how¬ 
ever, IPAC just recently received 
official word from the Marines to 
stop issuing meal cards at Iwaku¬ 
ni, he said. 

Marines were instructed 
to shred their meal cards last 
month, prompting rumors that 
they would be put on a basic al¬ 
lowance for subsistence, or BAS. 

Lebreton said that is not the 
case; however, the change should 
also benefit Marines on BAS, be¬ 
cause they will no longer be re¬ 


quired to use cash to purchase a 
meal. Instead, the cost will auto¬ 
matically be deducted from their 
BAS and reflected on their leave 
and earnings statement at the end 
of the month. 

Marines receiving BAS can 
still use cash, but there is now 
an option if they forget to bring 
money with them, he said. 

The change does not affect 
members of other services sta¬ 
tioned at Iwakuni or other Marine 
installations, Lebreton said. Sail¬ 
ors based at Iwakuni still need to 
use a meal card to dine at the mess 
hall, and servicemembers receiv¬ 
ing BAS will have to show their ID 
and pay cash at the register. 

Marines assigned to bases 
owned by a different service will 
have to follow requirements at 
that installation. 


bolinger.james@stripes.com 
Twitter: (I)bolingerj2004 


By Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Air 
Force removed three top com¬ 
manders at Laughlin Air Force 
Base on Wednesday citing con¬ 
cerns about dangerous and threat¬ 
ening behavior at the mqjor pilot 
training installation in Texas, 
the service’s Air Education and 
Training Command announced. 

The chief of AETC, Lt. Gen. 
Steven Kwast, fired Col. Charles 
Velino, the commander of the 
47th Flying Training Wing, and 
the commanders of its opera¬ 
tions group and flying training 
squadron citing “chronic leader¬ 
ship failures” raised in an inves¬ 
tigation into widespread officer 
misconduct within the unit, ac¬ 
cording to an Air Force statement 
released Wednesday. The state¬ 
ment did not name the command¬ 
ers of the operations group or the 
flying training squadron. 

However, Col. Robert Pekarek 
had been in command of the op¬ 
erations group since June 2017, 
according to Air Force records. 
An Air Force spokeswoman de¬ 
clined to name the flying training 
squadron commander who was 
relieved of duty. 

“The prior command team 
chronically failed to appropri¬ 
ately care for people and the 
mission,” Kwast said in the state¬ 
ment. “They failed to correct an 
evolving situation that led to an 
environment where some airmen 
did not feel safe or respected.” 

Velino had served as the 47th 


Wing’s commander since June 
2017 after serving two years as 
the commander of the 15th Wing’s 
Operations Group in Hawaii, ac¬ 
cording to his official biography. 
He has served in the Air Force 
since 1995 and has logged 3,700 
flight hours piloting a variety of 
aircraft including C-17 Globe- 
master III cargo jets. 

M^. Gen. Patrick Doherty, 
the commander of the 19th Air 
Force, which oversees the 47th 
Wing, ordered an inquiry into the 
command team after misconduct 
allegations were raised. The inves¬ 
tigation substantiated those claims 
revealing instances of heavy alco¬ 
hol consumption and improper 
treatment of some student pilots, 
according to the Air Force. 

The investigation did not reveal 
toxic command climates at other 
units within the 19th Air Force, 
Kwast said. 

The 47th Flying Training Wing 
includes more than 1,400 service- 
members and is responsible for 
training Air Force, Air National 
Guard, Air Force Reserve and 
allied nations’ pilots, according to 
the Air Force. The wing flies some 
80,000 hours each year using T- 
6 Texan II, T-38 Talon and T-IA 
Jayhawk training aircraft. 

Air Force Col. Lee Gentile was 
named the wing’s new command¬ 
er. He was most recently the vice 
commander of the 71st Flight 
Training Wing at Vance Air Force 
Base in Oklahoma, according to 
the Air Force statement. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Tokyo pushes forward with Futenma relocation project 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Japa¬ 
nese government has restarted construc¬ 
tion on a new U.S. military runway that will 
one day facilitate the relocation and closure 
of Marine Corps Air Station Futenma. 

The move defies Okinawan officials’ re¬ 
peated attempts to halt work on the proj¬ 
ect — which will allow landfill work for 
the runway into Oura Bay off the coast of 
Camp Schwab at Henoko — that include 
permit revocations from August. 

The Okinawa Defense Bureau, which 
represents Japan’s Ministry of Defense on 
the island, began putting back floats Thurs¬ 
day morning that mark a “no-entry” bound¬ 
ary around the Oura Bay site, according 
to agency spokesman Masashi Katsuren. 
Landfill work is scheduled to follow. 

The move came a day after Japan’s Minis¬ 
try of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and 
Tourism sided with Tokyo over the project, 
which had been approved in 2013 by former 


Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima. 

The ministry’s lifting of Okinawa’s per¬ 
mit revocation for the work is not perma¬ 
nent, prefectural officials told Stars and 
Stripes earlier this week, likely setting the 
stage for yet another court battle over the 
project. 

“We received the official revocation of 
the prefectural revocation from the Minis¬ 
try of Land yesterday morning; therefore, 
we have resumed the construction at the 
sea this morning,” Katsuren said. “We will 
put most of our effort on protecting the en¬ 
vironment and residents’ safety while re¬ 
suming the construction.” 

Okinawa officials — who held emergen¬ 
cy meetings throughout Thursday to deter¬ 
mine their response to the restart — could 
not be reached for comment. 

The relocation plan can be traced back 
to 1995 as furor erupted on the tiny island 
prefecture over the kidnapping and rape 
of an Okinawan girl by two Marines and 
a Navy corpsman. Locals then demanded 
that Futenma, which sits in a heavily popu¬ 
lated urban area in central Okinawa, be 


closed because it poses a safety risk. The 
plan to build the runway at the isolated 
Camp Schwab in northern Okinawa was 
decided during bilateral negotiations in 
2006. 

The issue ignited a small but vigorous 
protest movement — backed by popular 
support — that has been working to block 
the project and move Marine air opera¬ 
tions totally off the island. 

Marine officials have said that the heli¬ 
copters need to be where the Marines are, 
and the U.S. and Japan have maintained 
that Henoko is the “only solution” to the 
Futenma safety quandary. 

Nakaima signed off on a permit to allow 
the landfill work in 2013, and construction 
began in August 2014. He was defeated a 
few months later by Takeshi Onaga, who 
ran on a platform of stopping the reloca¬ 
tion and ejecting the MV-22 Osprey from 
the island. 

Onaga revoked a permit to fill in the 
sea for the runway, halting work in March 
2016. That move was struck down by the 
Fukuoka High Court the following Decem¬ 


ber. He then filed a district court lawsuit 
in July 2017 that ended unsuccessfully in 
March. 

Plans were made to restart construction 
on the runway Aug. 17. Onaga vowed one 
final permit revocation but died suddenly 
of pancreatic cancer before he could follow 
through. 

The central government postponed the 
landfill work in the wake of his death. The 
permit was ultimately revoked Aug. 30 by 
Onaga’s vice-governors who took over until 
elections could be held Sept. 30. 

In a move that appeared to be the first 
administrative step toward a legal show¬ 
down, Tokyo appealed to the Ministry of 
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tour¬ 
ism on Oct. 17 to take up Okinawa’s permit 
revocation. The same process was followed 
in 2015 before the courts ultimately sided 
with Tokyo. 

Even in defeat, Okinawa must still with¬ 
draw its revocation before the work can go 
on unabated, prefectural officials said. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 
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US watchdog: Few signs 
of Afghanistan progress 


A U.S. soldier sits in an armored vehicle on a road leading to the 
tense front line with Turkish-backed fighters in Manbij, Syria, in 
April. Joint U.S.-Turkish patrols are set to begin, town leaders say. 

US, Turkey to begin 
joint patrols around 
northern Syrian town 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Joint U.S.-Turkish 
patrols are set to begin around the 
northern Syrian town of Manbij, 
part of a road map for easing ten¬ 
sions between the two NATO al¬ 
lies, an official with a U.S.-backed 
militia said Thursday. 

Sharfan Darwish, spokesman 
for the Manbij Military Council, 
told The Associated Press the 
patrols will begin Thursday. He 
said they will take place on the 
front lines between his group and 
those of Turkey-backed rebels in 
the operation called Euphrates 
Shield. 

Ankara and Washington agreed 
on a road map in June amid Turk¬ 
ish demands for the withdrawal of 
the U.S.-backed Kurdish militia 
that freed Manbij from Islamic 
State in 2016. 

The U.S. and the Turks have 
been conducting independent 
patrols along the front line, and 
joint patrols are considered a way 
to tamp down potential violence 
between the various groups in 
the region. 

The Manbij Military Council 
that administers the town says 
the Kurdish militia the People’s 
Protection Units, or YPG, which 
Turkey views as a terrorist group, 
left Manbij in July. 

“The aim of these patrols is 
to reduce tension and guaran¬ 
tee stability so that there will be 
no tension along the front line,” 
Darwish said by telephone from 
northern Syria. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights, a 
war monitor, also said the patrols 
will begin Thursday, adding that 
they follow days of Turkish shell¬ 
ing of positions of the main Kurd¬ 
ish militia. 

CNN-Turk television quoted 
Turkish Defense Minister Hu- 
lusi Akar as saying that training 
for the joint patrols between the 
Turks and the Americans has 
ended but it was not clear when 
the patrols will start. 

Turkey’s state-run Anadolu 
Agency quoted Akar as saying 
that despite promises that the 


YPG and other Kurdish militias 
“will be removed from Manbij, 
the terror organizations are dig¬ 
ging trenches there like they did 
in Afrin.” He was referring to a 
Kurdish enclave taken earlier 
this year by Turkish troops and 
Turkey-backed Syrian opposition 
fighters. 

“The terror organization should 
know that they will be buried in 
the trenches when the time and 
place comes,” Akar said. 

Last week. Army Gen. Joseph 
Votel, head of U.S. Central Com¬ 
mand, told reporters traveling 
with him in the Middle East that 
the soldiers’ training is expected 
to last “several more days,” and 
then will transition to combined 
patrols. 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 
Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
U.S.-backed government in Af¬ 
ghanistan has lost control of or 
influence over a record number 
of districts as the country’s thinly 
stretched security forces sustain 
record casualties, a U.S. govern¬ 
ment watchdog said Wednesday. 

The figures represented a 
bleak progress report on Amer¬ 
ica’s longest war, now in its 18th 
year. A full assessment remains 
difficult because of Pentagon re¬ 
strictions on Afghan forces data, 
the Special Inspector General 
for Afghanistan Reconstruction 
said. SIGAR said Afghanistan’s 
army and police “made minimal 
or no progress in pressuring the 
Taliban” from July 1 to Sept. 30 
— the period covered in its lat¬ 
est quarterly report — with both 
sides controlling less of the coun¬ 
try but contesting more of it. 

“Notably, Afghan government 
control or influence of its districts 
reached the lowest level (55.5%) 
since SIGAR began tracking dis¬ 
trict control in November 2015,” 
the report said. 

Those districts include about 
two-thirds of Afghanistan’s popu¬ 
lation. Kabul’s goal is to control or 
influence areas where 80 percent 
of the country’s 33 million people 
live by the end of 2019. 

Meanwhile, 3.5 million people 
lived in areas controlled or influ¬ 
enced by insurgents — a slight de¬ 
crease since last quarter — while 
the number of people living in 
contested areas slightly increased 
to 8.1 million, the report added. 
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Since late 2015, nearly a year 
after the NATO transition from a 
combat mission to one focused on 
training and advising Afghans, 
the numbers have shown overall 
insurgent gains. 

Some military analysts say 
those gains are even more sub¬ 
stantial than the U.S. military 
reports. A study by the Long War 
Journal, published by the nonpar¬ 
tisan group Foundation for De¬ 
fense of Democracies, found that 
a little over half of Afghanistan’s 
people live in districts outside of 
government control. Meanwhile, 
Afghan forces are also struggling 
to maintain force strength, the 
SIGAR report stated. 

In July, the security forces con¬ 
sisted of 312,328 personnel — in¬ 
cluding 194,017 in the Afghan 
National Army and air force, and 
118,311 in the Afghan National 
police — the lowest strength re¬ 
ported for comparable periods 
since 2012. The total was down 
8,827 since the same period last 
year. The decrease puts Afghan 
forces at roughly 40,000 people 
below their target strength of 
352,000, SIGAR said. 

Casualties among soldiers and 
policemen was one of the main 
reasons for the dip, according to 
the Defense Department. How¬ 
ever, the exact number of soldiers 
and police killed or wounded in 
recent months remains unclear 
as casualty figures have been 
classified since September 2017 
at Kabul’s request. 

When questioned by SIGAR 
about casualty numbers, NATO’s 
Resolute Support mission said, 
“From the period of May 1 to 
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the most current data as of Oct. 
1, 2018, the average number of 
casualties the [Afghan National 
Defense and Security Forces] 
suffered is the greatest it has ever 
been during like periods.” 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
said Tuesday more than 1,000 
Afghan security forces were 
killed or injured in August and 
September. 

The DOD classified even more 
data on Afghan forces in re¬ 
cent months, SIGAR said. For 
the first time, the watchdog this 
quarter requested detailed civil¬ 
ian casualty data from the NATO 
mission. 

The United Nations Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan has doc¬ 
umented civilian casualties in 
Afghanistan since 2009. The find¬ 
ings are routinely disputed by the 
U.S. military, which uses differ¬ 
ent reporting methods. In its lat¬ 
est report in October, UNAMA 
documented 8,050 civilian ca¬ 
sualties during the first nine 
months of the year, including 313 
deaths and 336 injuries caused by 
U.S. and Afghan airstrikes. 

The NATO mission, meanwhile, 
recorded 5,588 civilian casualties 
between Jan. 1 and Aug. 15, and 
only 102 of those were caused by 
airstrikes — 29 by U.S. strikes 
and 73 by Afghan strikes. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Africa sees uptick in Islamic militant attacks 



Courtesy of U.S. Africa Command 


A Senegalese squad leader uses rocks to explain movement techniques during the 
Flintlock 18 exercise in April in Tahoua, Niger. A new report says the number of 
Islamic militant attacks in Africa increased last year. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — Attacks 
by Islamic militants in Africa increased 
slightly in 2017, with violent incidents from 
groups in western Africa spiking and Is¬ 
lamic State actions waning, according to a 
new report. 

In Africa’s Sahel region — a swath of 
territory that includes several western 
African countries in the greater Sahara 
— violent events linked to militant Islamic 
groups tripled during the past 12 months, 
according to a report by the Africa Center 
for Strategic Studies. 

The center, a U.S. Defense Department- 
affiliated think tank that tracks attacks in 
Africa, reported 377 violent episodes in the 
Sahel and 895 fatalities during a 12-month 
period that ended Sept. 30. Most of the inci¬ 
dents were concentrated in Mali. 

“Expansion of violent events linked to 
an array of militant Islamist groups in the 
Sahel highlights the growing scope of se¬ 
curity challenges facing this region,” the 
report said. 

The U.S. military is building a new 
drone base in Niger to better monitor mili¬ 
tant groups, and U.S. troops also serve as 
advisers to local forces in the region. The 
dangers were brought into focus when four 
American soldiers were killed in an Octo¬ 
ber 2017 ambush by Islamic militants near 
Niger’s border with Mali. 

The overall escalation in the Sahel was 
attributed to a coalition of militant groups 
operating under the Jama’at Nusrat al 


Islam wal Muslimin, a newly formed al- 
Qaida-linked umbrella organization, the 
ACSS report said. 

Another organization in the Sahel — Abu 
Walid al Sahrawi’s Islamic State in the 
Greater Sahara — was linked to roughly a 
quarter of ah violent events involving mili¬ 
tant Islamic groups in the Sahel in the past 
year. There also are signs of collaboration 
between the al-Qaida and ISIS affiliates. 


the report said. 

Across Africa, there were 2,919 violent 
events linked to Islamic groups during the 
past 12 months, compared with 2,767 from 
the previous year. 

Meanwhile, ISIS-linked attacks declined 
by 17 percent overall in Africa, with 281 vi¬ 
olent events and 1,371 fatalities. ISIS’ main 
area of operation in Africa is in Egypt, 
with more than 80 percent of attacks oc¬ 


curring in that country’s Sinai Peninsula, 
the report said. 

ISIS has sought to establish a foothold in 
Africa during the past few years and has at¬ 
tracted the U.S. mihtary’s attention in the 
process. In 2016, ISIS fighters were in con¬ 
trol of Libya’s coastal city of Sirte, but an 
offensive by Libyan forces backed by U.S. 
air power dislodged the group. U.S. Africa 
Command conducted about 500 strikes dur¬ 
ing the four-month campaign in Libya. 

AFRICOM still carries out occasional 
strikes in Libya, but the main American 
military effort in Africa now is centered in 
Somalia, home to Africa’s most active mili¬ 
tant group, al-Shabab. 

Al-Shabab was linked to 1,562 violent 
events over the past 12 months, roughly 
equivalent to the number of incidents 
reported over the previous year, ACSS 
reported. 

“This represents 54 percent of the total 
reported violent events associated with 
militant Islamist groups in Africa,” the re¬ 
port said. 

An October bombing in Somalia’s capi¬ 
tal of Mogadishu, which killed about 600 
people, was responsible for most of the 
Shabab-linked civilian fatalities. 

During the past two years, AFRICOM 
has ratcheted up the pressure on al-Shabab, 
conducting regular airstrikes against the 
group. 

U.S. special operations forces operate 
as front-line advisers to Somali troops in¬ 
volved in the fight against the militants. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 



Operation: Rewards On the Go 

Get a Navy Federal GO REWARDS® credit card and earn: 


Redeem points for cash, travel, gift cards and merchandise. 
Plus, all Navy Federal credit cardholders enjoy: 


24/7 access to stateside member reps 
digital banking anytime, anywhere^ 
fraud monitoring and alerts^ 


Credit Union 


To learn more, visit navyfederal.org. 


InSUrGCl by NCUA. 'go rewards credit cards earn I points for every $1 of net purchases made at restaurants, 2 points for every $1 of net purchases made for gas, and 1 point for every $1 of other net purchases. A GO REWARDS restaurant or gas purchase may only earn 1 point per dollar spent, depending on the merchant code used to process the transaction. Restaurants located 
within another estabiishment (c.g, hotel, casino, comtnissatv, grocery store, event venue) may be ineligible, in which case you will receive 1 point per iJollar spent at these locations. In addition, superstores, supermarkets and warehouse clubs that sell gasoline are not considered gas stations, so you will earn 1 point per dollar spent at these locations. Rewards are only earned on eligible 
net purchases. "Net purchases" means the sum of your eligible purchase transactions minus returns and refunds. Eligible purchase transactions do not include, and rewards are not earned for, the following transactions: cash advances, convenience checks, balance transfers, or fees of any kind, including finance charges, late fees, returned check fees, and ATM cash advance fees. Cash 
equivalent transactions, such as the purchase, loading, or re-loading of gift and prepaid cards (e.g., money orders. Visa* Buxx Cards, 60 Prepaid Cards and other cash equivalent gift cards), may not be eligible purchase transactions and may not earn rewards. For more information, view the 60 REUtARDS Program Description Guide at navyfederal.otg. 'Message and data rates may apply. 
Visit navvfederal.org for more information. Image used for representational purposes only; does not imply government endorsement. ® 2018 Navy Federal NFCU106T4 (9-18) 
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Operation: Chester released back to Bulldog brigade with no issues 



Photos by Marcus FicHTL/Stars and Stripes 


Pfc. Tank Chester, the 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st 
Armored Division mascot, stands in formation during a ceremony at 
Camp Humphreys, South Korea, on Wednesday. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“With these English bulldogs 
... we’ve bred in the smoosh face, 
which looks really cool, however 
it comes with its own complica¬ 
tions,” Camp Humphreys veteri¬ 
narian surgeon Capt. Sean Curry 
said. “It’s really a struggle for 
them to breathe.” 

Chester is the ninth of his name 
since the first was donated in 
1940 by the British as a “token of 
appreciation,” Duncan said. He 
comes with a full complement of 
soldiering gear, including identi¬ 
fication cards, a passport and a 
rank he’s still living up to. 

“He’s a Pfc. for a reason — he’s 
got an attitude, he’s a little stub¬ 
born, and he still does things his 
way,” the 24-year-old from Red- 
field N.Y., said jokingly. “He’s 
your typical bulldog. He loves 
people; loves attention. His idea 
of fun is sitting on the couch and 


watching TV with you.” 

The surgery might never have 
happened if not for a bit of luck. 
The military surgeon back home 
at Fort Bliss, Texas, didn’t feel 
comfortable with the procedure, 
and no surgeons were trained 
for it in South Korea. A weeklong 
medical symposium in Yongsan 
serendipitously brought in the 
Army’s main surgeon in the re¬ 
gion, M^. Shane Andrews, whose 
team routinely does the surgery 
on Okinawa. 

A team of four worked on 
Chester. Two enlisted veteri¬ 
nary technicians monitored the 
dog’s anesthesia and vitals, while 
Curry and Andrews took turns 
opening up his airways and cut¬ 
ting off a wedge of cartilage in 
each nostril. The surgery took 
about 40 minutes. 

With Andrews helping train 
the Humphreys team, Curry said 
Wednesday’s surgery also helped 


the clinic expand its capabilities. 
“We’re starting to kick off our 
surgical procedures again here at 
Humphreys,” he said. 

The number of surgeries, in¬ 
cluding standard spays and neu¬ 
ters, they could perform has been 
limited for nearly all of the past 
year because they’ve been unable 
to get some necessary medication 
through customs, Curry said. But 
three weeks ago, they swung the 
surgical doors wide-open to the 
public. 

Curry added that Chester’s 
surgery will help families with 
bulldogs on the peninsula and “in 
the process we’re helping out a 
dog, and that’s always a good day 
for us.” 

Chester was released Thursday 
morning back to the Bulldog bri¬ 
gade with no issues. 

fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @marcusfichti 
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Nancy MoNTCOMERY/Stars and Stripes 


Capt. Jennifer Silvers, one of the veterinarians at the Vicenza 
Veterinary Treatment Facility, holds Desi, a miniature poodle, during 
a grand opening tour of the facility on Wednesday. 


Vicenza Health 
Center now 
cares for pets 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — The Vicen¬ 
za Health Center is once again 
providing surgery and overnight 
care to patients — but only if they 
have four legs and enjoy petting. 

The Vicenza Veterinary Treat¬ 
ment Facility, long located about 
a 20-minute drive from Caserma 
Ederle, opened Thursday in its 
new location in the rear of the 
health center. 

It’s the first time that a garrison 
has located veterinary care in the 
same building where humans get 
medical and dental care, health 
officials said. 

The $1.2 million project has 
been in the works since 2014 
when obstetrical care was 
discontinued. 

Pregnant American women 
were referred to local Italian doc¬ 
tors and hospitals, and space in 
the clinic opened up. 

A grand opening to show off the 
new facility was held Wednesday, 
complete with ribbon-cutting, 
cake, dog treats, attendance by 
the USAREUR command sur¬ 
geon and a chaplain’s prayer not¬ 
ing that, according to Scripture, 
God’s eye is on the sparrow. 

The new facility is completely 
separated from the human part of 
the building and also has a sepa¬ 
rate entrance for military work¬ 
ing dogs. 

It contains three exam rooms, 
an X-ray room, a kennel and a 
state-of-the-art surgical suite. 
There are also separate waiting 


rooms, with framed prints on the 
walls, for cats and dogs. 

“It’s a really nice upgrade,” 
said Duncan Beretich, a civilian 
veterinarian 
who’s been 
treating U.S. 
Army Garri¬ 
son Italy pets 
since 1991. 
“We’ll be able 
to see more 
clients.” 

Currently, 
Army vets 
and techni¬ 
cians have a 
list of some 
3,000 patients but expect that 
number to rise with the conve¬ 
nient new location and defectors 
from local Italian vets. 

“That was the main complaint 
— it’s so far away,” Capt. Jennifer 
Silvers, also a veterinarian, said 
of the former location in the town 
of Longare. 

Especially during moves, when 
servicemembers often don’t have 
a car, getting the necessary docu¬ 
mentation from veterinary ser¬ 
vices was a burden. 

The facility will be open 8 a.m. 
to noon and 1 to 4 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays, officials said, al¬ 
though it may be closed on Thurs¬ 
days in the future for training. 

The facility will provide a va¬ 
riety of medical and surgical ser¬ 
vices for pets. 

For humans, the center pro¬ 
vides only two surgeries: vasec¬ 
tomy and circumcision. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 

Twitter:@montgomerynance 


The 
$1.2M 
project 
has been 
in the 
works 
since 
2014. 


Attention 

Federal Employees 

Open Season is November 12 through December 10, 2018. 
During this time, you can make changes to your medical, dental 
and vision plans. 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield will conduct the activities indicated 
below in Germany from November 5 through November 8, 
2018. During this time, representatives will be available to 
provide information about 2019 rates and benefits. 

Please plan to attend if you are in the area. 


DATE 

FACILITY 

ACTIVITY 

TIME 

11/05 

Wiesbaden Army Garrison 

Clay Kaserne 




Tony Bass Theater 

Group Meeting 
Group Meeting 

10:00-11:00 

1:00-2:00 

11/05 

Wiesbaden Middle School 

Performance Hall 

Group Meeting 

3:15-4:15 

11/06 

U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart 




Panzer Exchange Lobby 

Information Booth 

11:00-2:00 


Patch Elementary School 
Media Center (Room 410) 

Information Booth 

3:00-4:00 

11/07 

Ramstein AFB 




Building 2120 

Room 326 

Pre-Retirement Seminar 

Information Booth 

11:00-12:00 

12:00-2:00 

11/07 

Ramstein High School 

Media Center 

Information Booth 

3:00-4:30 

11/08 

American Consulate Frankfurt 




Room H200 

Group Meeting 

10:30-11:30 


Cafeteria 

Information Booth 

12:00-1:30 


Room F201 

Pre-Retirement Seminar 

2:00-3:00 


You do not have to be a member to attend these events. 
Retired military eligible for TRICARE and 
active duty military dependents are also welcome. 



BlueCross. 

BlueShield 

Federal Employee Program. 
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Norway locals take NATO war games in stride 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

OPPDAL, Norway — Residents 
of the sleepy Norwegian town of 
Oppdal went about their normal 
business Thursday, while the 
rumble of tanks and the crackling 
of gunfire echoed around them. 

As part of NATO’s Trident 
Juncture war games, U.S. Marine 
armored vehicles and infantry 
battled their way through to lib¬ 
erate the town and seize its small 
airfield. 

As Marines dashed into posi¬ 
tions and secured various objec¬ 
tives, residents ate lunch at local 
cafes overlooking the mock com¬ 
bat, scarcely giving the battle un¬ 
folding in front of them a glance. 

“I have seen some soldiers (and 
Marines), but they have been quiet 
and polite,” said Vilde Staverlokk, 
a local waitress, who said people 
around town generally mind their 
own business. “They aren’t get¬ 
ting in the way for us.” 

The town was the main target 
in the amphibious force’s assault 
on an “enemy” that had occupied 
Norway, played by Spanish, Ital¬ 
ian and German troops. 

“The Marines are repelling the 
enemy forces who have dug in to 
Oppdal,” said Marine spokesman 
Lt. Larry Boyd. “The city is the 
key objective in our area of opera¬ 
tions during the exercise.” 

As the first big battle of Trident 
Juncture for the 11,000 Marines 
in Norway, seizing Oppdal allows 
them to continue to their offensive 
operations against the fictional 
occupying army. 

The Marines hit the town from 
three sides, then proceeded to 
push the enemy southward away 
from the city and into the sur¬ 
rounding valleys. 

The action began with a tank 
battle between Marine MlAl 
Abrams tanks — drawn from 
the Marines’ pre-positioned stor¬ 
age caves hidden in Norwegian 
mountains — and Spanish Leop¬ 
ard 2E tanks to wrest control of 
the airport. 

“Our plan is to use our speed 
to attack fast and hit them hard,” 
said Lance Cpl. Joaquin Medi¬ 
na, a Marine tanker, before the 
assault. 

“We have a plan to engage the 
enemy, but once you make con¬ 
tact, plans usually go out the win¬ 
dow and you have to operate on 
the fly,” said fellow tanker Cpl. 
Joshua Avalos. “It usually comes 
down to who has the better pla¬ 
toon and who trained more.” 

Once the airfield was taken, the 
tanks pushed down the highway, 
fighting more Spanish armor all 
the way to the town. 

The heavy armor unit was 
joined by dismounted Marines 
advancing through the snowy 
woodlands, and LAV-25s, includ¬ 
ing the anti-tank variant armed 
with wire-guided missiles. 

The dismounted troops then se¬ 
cured the city, including all mqjor 
entrances and exits. 

Plans call for the Marines to 
continue to engage the mock 
enemy further away from Oppdal 
in the following days. 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @l\/larty_Stripes 
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MILITARY _ 

CENTCOM apologizes for offensive phrase 

Guide for personnel deployed to Saudi Arabia contained inappropriate term for racial heritage 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

U.S. Central Command issued an apol¬ 
ogy Thursday after it was discovered that 
offensive language including the phrase 
“Negro blood” had found its way into a 
welcome guide for military personnel de¬ 
ployed to Saudi Arabia. 

“We regret that inappropriate material 
was posted to our website without a more 
fulsome review and apologize to anyone 
who took offense,” CENTCOM spokesman 
Capt. Bill Urban said in a statement. “We 
removed the document as soon as we were 
notified of the content, and it was returned 
to the originating office for revision.” 

The 69-page “Welcome Booklet,” which 


includes information ranging from base 
services to religious and cultural life in 
Saudi Arabia, delved into the country’s his¬ 
tory with arcane language now regarded 
as offensive. 

“The population of the (Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia) is mainly composed of de¬ 
scendants of indigenous tribes that have 
inhabited the peninsula since prehistoric 
times with some later mixture of Negro 
blood from slaves imported from Africa,” 
said the manual dated June 2018. 

The language was recently highlighted 
by comedian Hasan Minh^ during a seg¬ 
ment of his new Netflix show Patriot Act. 

“If you are sent on a training mission in 
Saudi Arabia, this is the official military 
document you get... Oh America, even in 


boring, technical manuals you somehow 
manage to be racist,” Minhaj said in a show 
posted on Netflix on Sunday. 

Urban said CENTCOM is conducting a 
survey of other training material to ensure 
it doesn’t contain offensive language. 

“We have conducted an internal review 
of our posting processes, and are conduct¬ 
ing a survey of previously posted material 
to ensure there are no further instances of 
inappropriate material on our website,” he 
said. 

It wasn’t immediately clear how the of¬ 
fensive language made it into the training 
manual, but the wording and tone is remi¬ 
niscent of several decades ago. CENTCOM 
did not say whether material in the manual 
was pulled from old source material with¬ 


out sufficient vetting. 

Meanwhile, the manual also includes ex¬ 
tensive information for troops on missions 
in Saudi Arabia. Assignments in the king¬ 
dom include a wide range of restrictions 
not experienced in many other locales, 
such as numerous prohibitions on receiv¬ 
ing shipments through military mail. 

The kingdom’s rules ban receiving by 
mail magazines with nude or semi-nude 
people, pornography, pork products, bibles, 
crucifixes or other religious material. 

“History has proved certain items re¬ 
lating to Christmas such as cards, trees, 
decorations, angels, etc. are subject to con¬ 
fiscation,” the welcome book cautions. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @John_vandiver 



Courtesy of Textron 

The Navy wants to cut the number of Ship to Shore Connector 
hovercrafts, above, being buiit to replace its Landing Craft Air 
Cushion. 


Navy wants to reduce 
new hovercraft fleet 


By Tony Capaccio 

Bloomberg 

The U.S. Navy is proposing 
a 20 percent cut in its planned 
fleet of new hovercraft being 
built by Textron to bring Marine 
and Army forces and equipment 
ashore from amphibious warfare 
vessels. 

The service’s next five-year 
budget will call for 58 of the new 
Ship to Shore Connector instead 
of the 73 currently envisioned. 
The Navy is focused on its plans 
to expand to a 355-ship fleet 
from 286 today, but the hover¬ 
craft, which has been hampered 
by early development problems, 
doesn’t count against that total. 

The vessel will replace the 
aging Landing Craft Air Cushion 
vehicle that became operational 
in 1986. The new hovercraft is 
designed to land on 80 percent 
of the world’s shorelines with at 
least 26 passengers and their gear 
while remaining afloat in 10-foot 
waves. Textron received its first 
production contract for the new 
vessels in 2012. 

Asked about the cutback in hov¬ 
ercraft, Capt. Danny Hernandez, 
a Navy acquisition spokesman, 
said in an email that “we still ob¬ 
viously can’t comment on” budget 
figures. 

The hovercraft program enjoys 


strong congressional support. In 
the defense spending bill for the 
current fiscal year. Congress ap¬ 
propriated funds for eight of the 
vessels, three more than the Navy 
requested. 

Congress and the Pentagon 
have authorized the service to buy 
29 of the hovercraft under a “low- 
rate initial production” phase 
before full testing is completed. 
Eight are on contract, and six are 
in various stages of production. 

The support hasn’t been eroded 
by technical problems that are 
in various stages of resolution 
with the vessel’s engine gear¬ 
boxes, drive-train integration 
and lubrication system, naviga¬ 
tion electronics and bearings. 
That’s contributed to a delay of at 
least 19 months in delivery of the 
first test vessel, which had been 
planned for February 2017, the 
Navy said. 

Textron “is still working toward 
a calendar year 2018 delivery,” 
Colleen O’Rourke, a spokes¬ 
woman for the Naval Sea Systems 
Command, said in an email. 

The second test vessel, which 
was due for delivery in August 
2017, also is running at least 16 
months late. O’Rourke said Tex¬ 
tron is expected to deliver that 
vessel “several months after the 
first.” 


Over Here or Over There, 

We’ve Got You Covered 
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GEICO OVERSEAS BENEFITS 


• Flexible payment plans 

• Maintain a continuous driving record 

• Worldwide claims service in English 

• Coverage in most countries 

GEICO. 


geico.com/overseas 


Europe: 0049-631-41463100 USA: 800-248-4998 

overseas@geico.com 


AUTO I MOTORCYCLE I PERSONAL PROPERTY 


; coverages provided by non-affiliated insurance companies through GEICO Financial Services. GmbH, a GEICO affiliate. Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not aval 
I all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through nor 
ance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. GEICO is a registered service it 
Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2018. © 2018 GEICO 
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Caravan resumes 
on foot as plea 
for buses ignored 



Rebecca Blackwell/AP 


People rest in a municipal lot serving as a makeshift campground, as a thousands-strong caravan of 
Central Americans hoping to reach the U.S. border takes a rest day in Juchitan, Mexico, on Wednesday. 


By Sonia Perez D. 

Associated Press 

JUCHITAN, Mexico — Thou¬ 
sands of Central American mi¬ 
grants resumed their slow trek 
through southern Mexico on 
Thursday, and activists aiding 
the group said they were shifting 
their route toward the Gulf coast, 
a path closer to the Texas border. 

The migrants set out before 
dawn after taking a day’s break 
in the Oaxaca state city of Juchi¬ 
tan. The activists said they would 
try to reach the town of Matias 
Romero, about 40 miles ahead. 

They had tried to arrange bus 
transport from Juchitan, but 
failed, leaving them once again 
on foot, hitch-hiking and look¬ 
ing for rides where they can find 
them. 

The migrants have not said 
what route they intend to take 
northward or where on the U.S. 
border they planned to reach, and 
Juchitan, still about 900 miles 
from US. soil, was something of 
a crossroads. 


While Matias Romero would 
carry them toward the Gulf coast 
city of Veracruz and a route to¬ 
ward the Texas border, another 
large caravan early this year 
passed through Veracruz and 
then veered back toward Mexico 
City and eventually tried to head 
to Tijuana in the far northwest. 
Few made it. 

But President Donald Trump 
ramped up his pre-election focus 
on the caravan and others be¬ 
hind it, talking of creating a U.S. 
military force on the border that 
would outnumber the migrants. 

A second, smaller group of 
1,000 or so migrants is more 
than 200 miles behind the first 
caravan. A third band of about 
500 from El Salvador made it to 
Guatemala, and a fourth group of 
about 700 set out from the Salva¬ 
doran capital Wednesday. 

Altogether, the four caravans 
represent just a few days’ worth 
of the average flow of migrants to 
the United States in recent years. 

Similar caravans have oc¬ 


curred regularly over the years 
and passed largely unnoticed, but 
Trump has focused on the latest 
marchers seeking to make border 
security a hot-button issue in next 
week’s midterm elections. 

Worn down by days of long 
walks, many migrants have 
dropped out and returned home 
or applied for protected status in 
Mexico. 

The initial caravan has shrunk 


significantly from its estimated 
peak of more than 7,000 migrants. 
A caravan last spring ultimately 
fizzled to just about 200 people 
who reached the U.S. border at 
San Diego. 

Mexican Interior Secretary 
Alfonso Navarrete Prida said 
about 2,300 migrants have ap¬ 
plied to stay in Mexico under a 
government plan, and hundreds 
more have accepted assisted 


repatriation. 

Also Wednesday, a Guatema¬ 
lan woman gave birth to the first 
known caravan baby at a hospital 
in Juchitan. 

Mexico’s governmental Nation¬ 
al Human Rights Commission 
said it had arranged for medical 
attention for the woman, who was 
28 weeks pregnant, and the girl 
was healthy. 


Border: Trump's troop numbers roughly equal to US forces now in Afghanistan 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

going, and he pointedly rejected 
a news report that it could reach 
14,000, saying that was “not con¬ 
sistent with what’s actually being 
planned.” 

Gen. Terrence O’Shaughnessy, 
commander of U.S. Northern 
Command, told reporters the 
number would exceed the initial 
contingent of5,200, but he offered 
no estimate of the eventual total. 

Just 24 hours later. Trump 
thrust new uncertainty into the 
picture, catching the Pentagon by 
surprise. 

With his eyes squarely on Tues¬ 
day’s contests. Trump has rushed 
a series of immigration declara¬ 
tions, promises and actions as 
he tries to mobilize supporters to 
retain Republican control of Con¬ 
gress. His own Republican cam¬ 
paign in 2016 concentrated on 
border fears, and that’s his focus 
in the final week of the midterm 
fight. 

“As far as the caravan is con¬ 
cerned, our military is out,” 
Trump said. “We have about 
5,800. We’ll go up to anywhere 
between 10,000 and 15,000 mili¬ 
tary personnel on top of Border 
Patrol, ICE and everybody else at 
the border.” 

Later Wednesday, Trump told 
ABC News, “We have to have a 
wall of people.” 

His comments were the latest 
twist in a story that has pushed 
the Pentagon unhappily into the 
political space, prompting ques¬ 
tions about whether Defense Sec¬ 


retary Jim Mattis was allowing 
the military to be leveraged as a 
political stunt. 

“We don’t do stunts,” Mattis 
said Wednesday. 

Trump rejected the idea he 
was “fearmongering” or using 
the issue for political purposes, 
but his escalating rhetoric in the 
waning days of the campaign sea¬ 
son calls that denial into question. 
Trump has railed against illegal 
immigration, including several 
caravans of migrants from Cen¬ 
tral America slowly moving on 
foot toward the U.S. border. The 
caravan of an estimated 4,000 
people is still nearly 1,000 miles 
from the border. Several smaller 
groups, estimated at a combined 
1,200 people, are farther away. 

As he seeks to stoke concerns 
about illegal immigration ahead 
of the midterm elections. Trump 
tweeted a video alleging Demo¬ 
crats were responsible for allow¬ 
ing a homicidal immigrant into 
the U.S. He provided no evidence 
supporting that claim. 

It was reminiscent of the in¬ 
famous “Willie Horton” ad used 
against Democratic presidential 
candidate Michael Dukakis and 
condemned as racist. Horton, 
a convicted killer in the 1988 
ad, raped a woman while out of 
prison on a weekend furlough. As 
Massachusetts governor, Dukakis 
supported the furlough program. 
Dukakis went on to lose to Repub¬ 
lican George H.W. Bush. 

In his Wednesday tweet. 
Trump highlighted the case of 


You have caravans 
coming up that look 
a lot larger than it’s 
reported actually. 

I’m pretty good at 
estimating crowd 
size. And I’ll tell 
you they look a lot 
bigger than people 
would think. ^ 

President Donald Trump 


Luis Bracamontes, a twice-de¬ 
ported immigrant from Mexico 
sentenced to death in California 
for killing two police officers. The 
53 -second spot includes expletives 
uttered by Bracamontes during 
his trial as he professed regret at 
not killing more officials. 

“Illegal immigrant, Luis 
Bracamontes, killed our people!,” 
the video states, adding, “Demo¬ 
crats let him into our country. ... 
Democrats let him stay.” It in¬ 
cludes scenes of a migrant “car¬ 
avan” moving toward the US., 
warning ominously, “Who else 
would Democrats let in?” 

Trump has insisted the media 
is underestimating the caravans. 
“You have caravans coming up 
that look a lot larger than it’s re¬ 
ported actually. I’m pretty good 
at estimating crowd size. And 


I’ll tell you they look a lot bigger 
than people would think,” he told 
ABC. 

He has also promised to end 
so-called catch-and-release poli¬ 
cies by erecting tent cities to hold 
those crossing illegally. And this 
week he is asserting he could act 
by executive order to unilaterally 
end birthright citizenship for the 
children of non-U.S. citizens. 

Trump’s comments left some 
in the Pentagon scratching their 
heads. Officials said they had no 
plans to deploy as many as 15,000 
troops. The number conceivably 
could reach 10,000, counting the 
2,100 National Guard soldiers 
who have been operating along 
the border for months as part of 
a separate but related mission. 
The number of active-duty troops 
tapped for deployment stood at 
7,000 as of Wednesday but could 
reach 8,000. 

A deployment of 15,000 would 
bring the military commitment 
on the border to roughly the same 
level as in war-torn Afghanistan. 
And it would more than double 
the number of people thought to 
be in the caravans. 

Trump did not back down 
Wednesday from his proposal to 
upend the very concept of Ameri¬ 
can citizenship. In a morning 
tweet, he said the right to citizen¬ 
ship for babies born to noncitizens 
on American soil “will be ended 
one way or the other.” 

He also claimed that what he 
terms “so-called Birthright Citi¬ 
zenship” is “not covered by the 


14th Amendment.” 

However, the text of the 
amendment’s opening Citizen¬ 
ship Clause is this: “All persons 
born or naturalized in the United 
States and subject to the jurisdic¬ 
tion thereof, are citizens of the 
United States and of the State 
wherein they reside.” The citizen¬ 
ship proposal would inevitably 
spark a long-shot legal battle over 
whether the president can alter 
the long-accepted understanding 
that the 14th Amendment grants 
citizenship to any child born on 
U.S. soil, regardless of his par¬ 
ents’ immigration status. 

House Speaker Paul Ryan as¬ 
serted Tuesday that “obviously” 
Trump could not upend that pol¬ 
icy by executive order, drawing 
a tweeted rebuke from Trump. 
He said Wednesday that Ryan 
“should be focusing on holding 
the Majority rather than giv¬ 
ing his opinions on Birthright 
Citizenship, something he knows 
nothing about!” 

Speaking to reporters be¬ 
fore leaving the White House 
for a campaign rally in Florida, 
Trump compared his plan to act 
by executive order to President 
Barack Obama’s much-maligned 
decision to use executive action 
to provide protections from pros¬ 
ecution and a path to work status 
for some people brought to the 
U.S. illegally as children. 

Trump and many top aides have 
long seen the immigration issue 
as the most effective rallying cry 
for his base of supporters. 
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Star power heads to Ga. as election nears 


By Bill Barrow 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Oprah Winfrey is bring¬ 
ing her star power to one of the nation’s 
hottest governor’s races, even as Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and former President 
Barack Obama try to put their imprint on 
the Georgia election. 

Winfrey was set to join Democratic nom¬ 
inee Stacey Abrams for two town hall-style 
events Thursday, the same day Vice Presi¬ 
dent Mike Pence was to travel to the state 
for several rallies with Republican Brian 
Kemp. 

Trump and Obama will follow with 
their party’s respective candidates over 
the following three days. Former Presi¬ 


dent Jimmy Carter, 
an Abrams supporter 
and former Georgia 
governor, garnered 
significant attention 
already this week 
with a personal plea 
that Kemp resign as 
secretary of state, 

Georgia’s chief elec¬ 
tions official, to 
ensure public confi¬ 
dence in the results of 
what’s expected to be a close race. 

The blitz underscores the high stakes in 
one of the defining contests of next week’s 
midterms, as Abrams vies to become the 
first black female governor in American 


history, while Kemp tries to maintain the 
GOP’s dominance in a state Democrats 
believe is on the cusp of becoming a presi¬ 
dential battleground. 

The appearance by Winfrey, among the 
world’s wealthiest and most well-known 
black women, is a significant coup for 
Abrams, who needs to maximize her sup¬ 
port from nonwhite voters but also from 
liberal white women. 

All of those demographics overlap with 
Winfrey’s fan base, and she was to hit them 
all with events in Republican-leaning Cobb 
County and heavily Democratic DeKalb 
County, both within miles of downtown 
Atlanta. 

Though sometimes mentioned as a 2020 
presidential candidate, Winfrey has de¬ 


murred on her intentions. 

Trump’s scheduled appearance Sun¬ 
day sidelined the last debate scheduled 
between Kemp and Abrams. Atlanta’s 
WSB-TV confirmed late Wednesday that 
a long-planned matchup at 5 p.m. Sunday 
had been cancelled and would not be re¬ 
scheduled before polls open Tuesday. 

The two campaigns agreed weeks ago 
to debate in WSB-TV studios. But Kemp’s 
campaign said the president’s schedule 
takes precedence — and he’s coming to 
Macon, about 100 miles south of Atlanta, to 
hold a campaign rally with Kemp at 4 p.m. 

Multiple polls show a statistical dead 
heat between Kemp and Abrams, with 
a low percentage of undecided voters 
remaining. 



Winfrey 



Keith Srakocic/AP 


Mourners walk behind the hearse with the casket of Irving Younger, 69, past Congregation Rodef 
Shalom after his funeral on Wednesday in Pittsburgh. 


Pittsburgh synagogue shooting 
suspect enters not guilty plea 


By Maryclaire Dale 
Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — The anti-Semitic truck driver 
accused of gunning down 11 people at a Pittsburgh 
synagogue pleaded not guilty on Thursday to federal 
charges that could put him on death row. 

Robert Bowers, 46, was arraigned one day after a 
grand jury issued a 44-count indictment that charg¬ 
es him with murder, hate crimes, obstructing the 
practice of religion and other crimes. It was his sec¬ 
ond brief appearance in a federal courtroom since 
the weekend massacre at Tree of Life synagogue in 
Pittsburgh’s Squirrel Hill neighborhood. 

“Yes!” Bowers said in a loud voice when asked if 
he understood the charges. 

Authorities say Bowers raged against Jews dur¬ 
ing and after the deadliest anti-Semitic attack in 
American history. 

Bowers, who was shot and wounded during a gun 
battle that injured four police officers, walked into 
court under his own power, his left arm heavily ban¬ 
daged. He was in a wheelchair at his first court ap¬ 
pearance on Monday. 

Bowers, who is stocky and square-faced with salt- 
and-pepper, closely cropped hair, frowned as the 
charges were read but did not appear to have a re¬ 


action as a federal prosecutor announced he could 
face a death sentence. He told a prosecutor he had 
read the indictment. 

One of his federal public defenders, Michael No¬ 
vara, said Bowers pleaded not guilty, “as is typical 
at this stage of the proceeding.” 

Bowers had been set for a preliminary hearing on 
the evidence, but federal prosecutors instead took 
the case to a grand jury. 

The panel issued the indictment as funerals con¬ 
tinued for the victims. 

Jared Younger of Los Angeles told mourners that 
he waited for hours Saturday for his father to pick 
up his phone or let them know he was all right. The 
dread built all day until his sister learned their fa¬ 
ther, Irving Younger, had indeed been shot and 
killed. 

“That waiting stage was just unbearable,” Jared 
Younger said at his father’s funeral Wednesday. 
“Saturday was the most lonely day of my life.” 

Funerals were planned Thursday for Bernice and 
Sylvan Simon, husband and wife, and Dr. Richard 
Gottfried, a dentist who worked part-time at a clinic 
treating refugees and immigrants. The oldest vic¬ 
tim, 97-year-old Rose Mallinger, will be honored at 
a service Friday. Her daughter was injured in the 
attack. 


Weinstein accused 
of sexually assaulting 
16-year-old Polish girl 


By Michael R. Sisak 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Harvey Wein¬ 
stein was accused in a civil court 
filing Wednesday of forcing a 16- 
year-old Polish model to touch his 
penis, subjecting her to years of 
harassment and emotional abuse 
and blocking her from a success¬ 
ful acting career as payback for 
refusing his advances. 

The accuser, identified as Jane 
Doe, alleges that Weinstein as¬ 
saulted her at his New York City 
apartment in 2002, just days after 
they’d met at an event involving 
her modeling agency. 

Doe alleges the movie mogul 
promised to take her to lunch to 
discuss her career, but instead 
took her to his empty SoHo apart¬ 
ment and “aggressively and 
threateningly” demanded sex. 

Weinstein instructed Doe to 
take off her clothes and intimat¬ 
ed that she’d never work as an 
actress unless she gave in to his 
demands, according to the filing, 
the latest revelation in a lawsuit 
alleging Weinstein’s movie studio 
board enabled his behavior. 

“Terrified and struggling to 
hold back tears, Jane Doe said 
she would not and resisted his 
demands,” the filing states. “Jane 
Doe was a virgin, and had no in¬ 
tention or understanding when 
she agreed to a business lunch 
that she would be put in this 
alarming position.” 

Weinstein’s lawyer, Benjamin 
Brafman, called the allegations 
“preposterous.” Weinstein denies 
all allegations of nonconsensual 
sex. 

“Eventually, just as others have 
been exposed to be liars, this un¬ 
corroborated allegation that is al¬ 
most 20 years old will be shown to 
be patently false,” Brafman said. 

A lawyer representing the 
movie studio. The Weinstein 
Company, declined to comment. 

Dozens of women have accused 
Weinstein of wrongdoing. 

Articles published a year ago 
in The New York Times and 
The New Yorker detailing his al¬ 


leged behavior helped spark the 
#MeToo movement. 

Jane Doe’s allegations were 
contained in a lawsuit involving 
10 named plaintiffs, including a 
woman who released a video in 
September that shows Weinstein 
boldly propositioning her during 
a 2011 business meeting hours 
before she says he raped her in a 
hotel room. 

“Jane Doe’s decision to join 
the lawsuit is a brave one given 
how young she was when Harvey 
Weinstein attacked her,” her law¬ 
yer, Elizabeth Fegan, said. 

Soon after the alleged assault, 
Weinstein started calling and tex¬ 
ting Jane Doe every two weeks, 
the court filing said. Each time, 
the filing said, he made clear that 
he was the only person who could 
help her become an actress. 

A few years later, when Doe said 
she was dating a wealthy man, 
Weinstein got possessive and chas¬ 
tised her for being unavailable for 
him sexually, the fihng said. One 
time, the fihng said, he showed up 
at her building and tried to get ac¬ 
cess to her room, but security re¬ 
fused to let him up. 

In another encounter described 
in the filing, Weinstein blurted out 
his sexual attraction to Christina 
Aguilera, who was being shown 
on a television, and then allegedly 
unzipped his pants and touched 
his penis. 

Jane Doe first froze, and then 
fled the office,” the filing said. 

Weinstein is also facing crimi¬ 
nal charges involving allegations 
that he raped an unidentified 
woman in his Manhattan hotel 
room in 2013 and performed a 
forcible sex act on a different 
woman in 2006. 

That case was recently roiled 
by back-to-back allegations that 
a New York City police detective 
acted improperly. 

Prosecutors dropped a criminal 
charge involving a third woman 
after evidence surfaced that Det. 
Nicholas DiGaudio coached a 
witness to keep quiet when she 
raised doubts about the veracity 
of the allegation. 
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Readiness of VA emei^ency cache questioned 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — It’s un¬ 
certain whether a Department 
of Veterans Affairs stockpile of 
drugs and medical supplies — in¬ 
tended to be used in a crisis — is 
equipped to handle future terror¬ 
ist attacks or biological or natural 
disasters, according to a report 
released Wednesday by the VA 
Office of Inspector General. 

After the 9/11 terrorist attacks, 
the VA created a stockpile that 
could be used to treat veterans, 
VA employees and others in case 
of another mass casualty incident. 
Through what’s called the Emer¬ 
gency Cache Program, drugs and 


medical supplies, valued at about 
$44 million, are stored in stock¬ 
piles at 141 VA hospitals across 
the country. 

IG staff inspected 26 stockpiles 
in February and found expired 
and missing drugs. The depart¬ 
ment is also skipping some of its 
annual inspections and activation 
drills, inspectors reported. 

“[The VA] has not been effec¬ 
tively managing its Emergency 
Cache Program, and [officials] 
gave no assurances the cache is 
ready to mobilize in the event of 
an emergency,’’ the report reads. 

The report also states the de¬ 
partment “risks not having the 
drugs necessary’’ in an emergen¬ 
cy and “will not be equipped as 


intended’’ unless the VA improves 
oversight and accountability. 

All of the 26 stockpiles that 
were inspected had at least four 
types of expired drugs. Of the 650 
types of drugs reviewed, 178 — or 
27 percent — were expired. 

“Based on the sample results, 
the team estimates about 6.1 mil- 
hon units of drugs were expired 
across all 141 caches, representing 
about $4.6 million in present-day 
value,’’ the report states. “These 
expired drugs affected the readi¬ 
ness of VA’s emergency caches.’’ 

Many of the expired drugs 
were amoxicillin and ampicillin, 
which are used to treat bacterial 
infections — including conditions 
related to anthrax. Morphine, 


a painkiller, as well as drugs to 
treat the flu and high blood pres¬ 
sure, also tended to be expired 
more than other medications. 

Managers of 96 stockpiles were 
able to prove with documentation 
that they had inspected their sup¬ 
ply sometime during the 2017 fis¬ 
cal year. The rest said they hadn’t 
inspected the stockpiles, didn’t 
know if they’d been inspected or 
couldn’t provide proof 

Twenty-one of the stockpiles, or 
15 percent, didn’t conduct manda¬ 
tory drills, inspectors found. 

The IG made seven recommen¬ 
dations, including asking the VA 
to enforce stricter oversight of 
the stockpiles and rotate medica¬ 
tions so they don’t expire. 


In response to the report, Rich¬ 
ard Stone, the executive in charge 
of the Veterans Health Adminis¬ 
tration, said he agreed with the 
findings and would implement 
the recommendations by Septem¬ 
ber 2019. 

“We agree with their findings 
and will make necessary chang¬ 
es to strengthen our Emergency 
Cache Program,’’ Stone wrote. 
“We take emergency prepared¬ 
ness seriously and will ensure 
that the Emergency Cache con¬ 
tains the necessary supplies and 
medication to care for Veterans 
during a national emergency, ter¬ 
rorist attack or natural disaster.’’ 


wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


Calif, roadway to be named after Marine vet, actor 



Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


R. Lee Ermey gives an “Oorah” to Marines and sailors aboard the USS Iwo Jima in the Persian Gulf 
during a Moral, Welfare and Recreation event in 2008. 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

If you one day hear the Ma¬ 
rines’ Hymn while driving be¬ 
tween Agena Road and Sierra 
Highway in Palmdale, Calif, do 
not fret; your ears are not having 
a “mqjor malfunction.” 

That section of road — known 
as Avenue N — will be named 
for acclaimed actor and Marine 
Corps veteran R. Lee Ermey dur¬ 
ing a ceremony on Nov. 10, the 
Marine Corps’ birthday, accord¬ 
ing to a fundraising page linked 
to Ermey’s family, friends and 
supporters. 

Ermey lived just off Avenue 
N for 24 years until his death in 
April at age 74, the GoFundMe 
page said. Efforts to rename the 
road after him began in May and 
have since been unanimously 
approved by the cities of Palm¬ 
dale and Lancaster, Los Angeles 
County and the California De¬ 
partment of Transportation. 

Plans call for street and high¬ 
way signs reading “R. Lee Ermey 
Avenue (Avenue N),” plaques 
and even a “musical road” that 
will play the Marines’ Hymn via 
grooves in the road when driven 
upon. 

While Ermey’s friends and 
family received overwhelming 
support from municipal govern¬ 
ment officials to rename the 7- 
mile stretch of roadway, they bear 
the onus to pay for the memorial, 
the GoFundMe page said. That is 
why they are attempting to raise 
$150,000. 

“Even though all four govern¬ 
mental entities have unanimous¬ 
ly approved this change, they do 
not have the money to fund it,” 
the page said. “Not only do we 
need Street signs, we need High¬ 
way signs. Memorial plaques, 
and other Roadside signs. The 
estimate to make this Memorial 
happen is $150,000. This is why 
Gunny’s family and community 
have come together to make sure 
this memorial happens.” 

They had raised $5,365 in the 
campaign’s first 24 days. 

The ceremony honoring the 
Golden Globe-nominated actor is 


slated to take place at the inter¬ 
section of Avenue N and Sierra 
Highway, The Antelope Valley 
Press in Palmdale reported this 
week. It’s known to aviation en¬ 
thusiasts as a prime viewing spot 
for aircraft taking off from Air 
Force Plant 42. 

The event will feature the sing¬ 
ing of the national anthem, the 
posting of the colors by the Young 
Marines, a flyover, remarks from 
dignitaries and the unveiling of 
the new street sign, the report 
said. 

The Ermey family will be es¬ 
corted to the event by the Patriot 
Guard Riders in the Missing Man 
Formation, according to the Go¬ 
FundMe page. 

The street’s old name will re¬ 
main on all signs in parentheses 
next to Ermey’s, Los Angeles 
County records said, so residents 


and businesses can keep their ad¬ 
dresses and to prevent confusion 
among emergency personnel. 

“I can’t wait to see when I’m 
driving up the 14 (Freeway) to 
see the next exit is R. Lee Ermey 
Avenue,” Ermey friend and busi¬ 
ness partner at Lancaster’s Brav¬ 
ery Brewing, Bart Avery, told The 
Antelope Valley Press this week. 
It was Avery’s idea to name the 
stretch of road for Ermey. 

Ermey — a Vietnam veteran 
who spent 11 years in the Ma¬ 
rines — is perhaps best known for 
his portrayal of the foul-mouthed 
drill instructor. Gunnery Sgt. 
Hartman, in Stanley Kubrick’s 
Academy Award-nominated 
“Full Metal Jacket,” in which he 
demanded of a recruit, “What 
is your m^or malfunction?” He 
had over 100 additional credits in 
film, television and video games 


that included everything from 
“Toy Story” to “The Simpsons.” 
He was also an author, a busi¬ 
nessman and a humanitarian, 
particularly known for his work 
on behalf of veterans. 

He credited the Marine Corps 
with saving his life by teaching 
him to become “an honorable 
human being,” he told Stars and 
Stripes during a trip to main¬ 
land Japan and Okinawa in 2006. 
The Kansas native enlisted in 
1961 at age 17 with his mother’s 
signature. 

Over the course of his career, 
Ermey spent 14 months in Viet¬ 
nam, did two tours in Okinawa 
and was a drill instructor at Ma¬ 
rine Corps Recruit Depot in San 
Diego, the GoFundMe page said. 
He was promoted to staff sergeant 
during his final Okinawa tour be¬ 
fore being discharged in 1972. 


I can’t wait to see 
when I’m driving up 
the 14 (Freeway) 
to see the next exit 
is R. Lee Ermey 
Avenue. ^ 

Bart Avery 

R. Lee Ermey’s friend and former 
business partner 


He was discovered by legend¬ 
ary director Francis Ford Cop¬ 
pola while studying drama at 
the University of Manila in the 
Philippines. Coppola was filming 
“Apocalypse Now” and he hired 
Ermey as technical advisor and 
gave him a small role as a heli¬ 
copter pilot. Eight years later, he 
was cast in “Full Metal Jacket.” 

Ermey filled out his later years 
with steady work on television and 
the silver screen. He also toured 
the globe visiting troops and veter¬ 
ans and championing their causes. 
He would dress up as Santa Claus 
every year for Toys for Tots, ac¬ 
cording to the GoFundMe page. 
He also worked with the Make-A- 
Wish Foundation. 

“Gunny visited injured sol¬ 
diers and their families home and 
abroad, and he did not shy away 
from visiting the troops in com¬ 
bat areas such as Afghanistan 
and Iraq,” the page said. “Gunny 
traveled throughout the US and 
the world, giving his time and 
self, to help others.” 

Ermey is the only Marine to 
ever be brought out of retirement 
for promotion, the GoFundMe 
page said. In 2002, he was pro¬ 
moted to the rank he had made 
famous in “Full Metal Jacket,” 
gunnery sergeant, by then-Ma- 
rine Corps Commandant Gen. 
James Jones. 

Ermey died on April 15 due to 
complications from pneumonia. 
He was buried with full military 
honors at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Prison plagued by violence 
before mobster was killed 


By Michael Balsamo 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Long before 
notorious Boston mobster James 
“Whitey” Bulger was killed at a 
federal prison in West Virginia, 
lawmakers, advocates and even 
prison guards had been sounding 
the alarm about dangerous con¬ 
ditions there. But there has been 
no public indication that federal 
prison officials have taken action 
to address the safety concerns, 
even as Bulger’s killing marks 
the third at the facility in the last 
six months. 

An independent government 
commission found that United 
States Penitentiary Hazelton has 
been overcrowded for years. In¬ 
mates have repeatedly expressed 
concerns about their safety at 
the high-security prison, which 
houses 1,270 male inmates. A 
2016 report from the District of 
Columbia’s Corrections Informa¬ 
tion Council said that prisoners 
warned officials, “Inmates can 
lose their lives quickly here.” 

In April, 48-year-old Ian 
Thorne was killed during an al¬ 
tercation with a fellow prisoner, 
and in September, Demario Por¬ 
ter was also killed in another fight 
with a fellow inmate. 

Court records, oversight re¬ 
ports and news articles detail nu¬ 
merous violent incidents in recent 
years. In 2016, an inmate was 
charged with murder after pros¬ 
ecutors said he strangled another 


prisoner to death during a fight. 
In February 2015, an inmate 
stabbed a fellow prisoner with a 
hand-crafted weapon during a 
fight, according to court docu¬ 
ments. Another inmate received 
an extended sentence in May for 
assaulting a fellow prisoner and 
possessing a deadly weapon. 

“There are a multitude of feder¬ 
al prisons that don’t have a homi¬ 
cide rate like that,” said Cameron 
Lindsay, a former federal prison 
warden who now works as a jail 
security consultant. 

Last week, five members of 
Congress wrote to Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Jeff Sessions about what they 
called “dangerous continual un¬ 
derstaffing” at federal prisons in 
West Virginia and Pennsylvania 
and stated their alarm about the 
deaths at USP Hazelton. 

In a separate letter this month, 
the District of Columbia’s House 
delegate, Eleanor Holmes Norton, 
asked the Justice Department’s 
inspector general to launch an 
investigation into the conditions 
at USP Hazelton, citing Thorne 
and Porter’s deaths. Holmes Nor¬ 
ton said she had also heard about 
the “brutal treatment” of inmates 
at the prison and was concerned 
that the incidents “may be indica¬ 
tive of larger, ongoing problems 
at the facility.” 

In a statement Tuesday, Norton 
said Bulger’s death “underscores 
reports of a culture of violence at 
Hazelton.” 

The 89-year-old Bulger, who 


benefited from a corrupt relation¬ 
ship with the FBI before spend¬ 
ing 16 years as one of America’s 
most wanted men, was found 
unresponsive Tuesday morn¬ 
ing, just hours after he arrived at 
USP Hazelton. He was declared 
dead shortly afterward. Authori¬ 
ties have not released a cause of 
death, but prosecutors said it was 
being investigated as a homicide. 

A Mafia hit man, Fotios “Fred¬ 
dy” Geas, who is said to hate 
“rats,” and at least one other in¬ 
mate are believed to have been 
involved in Bulger’s killing, an 
ex-investigator briefed on the 
case said Wednesday. 

Bulger led a largely Irish mob 
that ran loan-sharking, gambling 
and drug rackets. He also was 
an FBI informant who ratted on 
the New England mob, his gang’s 
main rival, in an era when bring¬ 
ing down the Mafia was a top 
priority for the FBI. It’s not clear 
why he was transferred 

“What I don’t understand is 
why the Federal Bureau of Pris¬ 
ons would transfer a super high- 
publicity inmate, who is a known 
snitch, to general population of a 
high-security prison. You’ve got 
to be smarter than that,” Lindsay, 
the former warden, said. 

Union officials say the prison is 
operating at about 75 percent of 
its staffing level and has dozens 
of vacant positions. They have 
also decried a practice known as 
augmentation, which taps health 
care workers, teachers, secretar- 



Don Treeger, The Republican/AP 


Fotios “Freddy” Geas appears in 
court during a 2009 proceeding 
in his defense in the Al Bruno 
murder case, in Springfield, 
Mass. 

ies and prison cooks to fill cor¬ 
rection officer positions because 
of officer shortages and overtime 
limits. 

Justin Tarovisky, executive 
vice president of the American 
Federation of Government Em¬ 
ployees Local 420, which repre¬ 
sents Hazelton prison guards, 
said Bulger’s death “outlines how 
dangerous this prison is.” 

The union voiced its concerns 
about staffing in a picket outside 
the prison as far back as 2015. 

The letter sent to Sessions last 
week by Sens. Joe Manchin, D- 
W.Va.; Pat Toomey, R-Pa.; Shel¬ 
ley Moore Capito, R-W.Va.; and 
Bob Casey, D-Pa.; and Rep. Bill 
Schuster, R-Pa., said Congress 
had provided additional funding 
to ensure there would be at least 
two corrections officers on duty 
in each housing unit for each shift 
and that the policy was “not being 
enforced as intended.” 


Woman found after surviving six days in the desert 



Courtesy of the Arizona Department of Public Safety/AP 

Authorities say they rescued a seriously injured woman on Oct. 

18, who spent six days in the desert after crashing her car near 
Wickenburg, Ariz. 


BY Terry Tang 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Arizona trans¬ 
portation worker Zach Moralez 
knew something wasn’t right 
when he saw a damaged fence 
along a highway. 

Tracks went off the edge of 
the road and through the fence 
on the edge of the hill. Moralez, 
a highway operations technician, 
knew there had to be a car at the 
bottom. 

“We got down there as quick as 
we could, hollering out if anyone 
could hear us,” Moralez told The 
Associated Press on Wednesday. 
“No response.” 

He, his co-worker and his 
rancher brother didn’t find any¬ 
one in a mangled vehicle that had 
dropped 50 feet and landed on a 
mesquite tree. But they didn’t 
give up. 

With help from an Arizona De¬ 
partment of Public Safety trooper 
they called, the group found a 53- 
year-old woman curled up in a 
dry riverbed, seriously injured 
from the crash and severely de¬ 
hydrated after spending six days 
in the desert. 

“She was in the fetal position, 
and there was no movement,” 


Moralez said. “We started asking 
her a bunch of questions: ‘How 
long have you been here? Do you 
have any pain?”’ 

Despite being somewhat le¬ 
thargic and in pain, she was alert 
enough to open her eyes and an¬ 


swer questions. Moralez said she 
was dirty from sleeping on the 
ground and had facial trauma 
— likely from the crash. 

She was airlifted to a hospital 
about 15 minutes later, ending 
her six-day ordeal in a rural area. 


It’s not clear how she survived, 
but temperatures were relatively 
mild — dropping to the mid-50s 
at night and reaching the low 80s 
during that time period. 

The woman recounted how she 
was driving on US. 60 on Oct. 12 
when she lost control of her car, 
according to the trooper. She 
stayed inside the car for several 
days before trying to walk toward 
some railroad tracks to find help, 
but she was too weak to make it, 
authorities said. 

Her footprints led Moralez and 
the others to her on Oct. 18. 

DPS spokesman Quentin Mehr 
said the woman is declining all 
media requests and did not give 
any details about her current 
condition. 

DPS Director Col. Frank Mil- 
stead commended the transpor¬ 
tation workers and the rancher. 

“Due to their outstanding ef¬ 
forts, this woman’s life was 
saved,” he said in a statement. 

Moralez said it’s a good feeling 
to know that he helped make the 
difference between life and death 
for someone. 

“I believe people are put in the 
right place in the right time,” he 
said. 


Higher death 
rates for less 
invasive cervical 
cancer surgery 

BY Carla K. Johnson 

Associated Press 

New evidence about a cancer 
operation in women finds a high¬ 
er death rate for the less invasive 
version, challenging standard 
practice and the “less is more” 
approach to treating cervical 
cancer. 

The unexpected findings are 
prompting changes at some hos¬ 
pitals that perform radical hyster¬ 
ectomies for early-stage disease. 

The more rigorous of the two 
studies was conducted at more 
than 30 sites in a dozen countries. 
It found women who had the less 
invasive surgery were four times 
more likely to see their cancer re¬ 
turn compared to women who had 
traditional surgery. Death from 
cervical cancer occurred in 14 of 
319 patients who had minimally 
invasive surgery and 2 of 312 pa¬ 
tients who had open surgery. 

Results were published online 
Wednesday by the New England 
Journal of Medicine. 

Radical hysterectomy is stan¬ 
dard treatment for women with 
early-stage cervical cancer. 
Rates are declining because of 
widespread screening. The num¬ 
ber of operations has fallen, too, 
to several thousand a year in the 
United States. Some women with 
early-stage cervical cancer are 
choosing fertility-sparing tech¬ 
niques, treatments not included 
in the new research. 

In both studies, researchers 
compared two methods for radi¬ 
cal hysterectomy, an operation 
to remove the uterus, cervix and 
part of the vagina. The surgery 
costs around $9,000 to $12,000 
with the minimally invasive ver¬ 
sion at the higher end. 

Traditional surgery involves 
a cut in the lower abdomen. In a 
newer method, a surgeon makes 
small incisions for a camera and 
instruments. Patients recover 
faster, so laparoscopic surgery, 
which has been around for more 
than a decade, gained popularity 
despite a lack of rigorous long¬ 
term studies. 

It’s not clear why it failed to 
measure up. Experts suspect 
there may be something about the 
tools or technique that spreads 
the cancer cells from the tumor 
to the abdominal cavity. 

Some hospitals went back to 
traditional hysterectomy after 
the results were presented at a 
cancer meeting in March. 

Ramirez led the more rigorous 
study, which randomly assigned 
631 patients to one of two sur¬ 
geries. After 4 years, the rate of 
those still living without disease 
was 86 percent with less invasive 
surgery and 96 percent with tra¬ 
ditional surgery. 

The experiment was halted 
early last year when the higher 
death and cancer recurrence 
rates showed up. The original 
plan was to enroll 740 patients 
in the study, which was funded 
in part by surgical device maker 
Medtronic. 
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Chef arrested after 
lewd act at event 

CHARLESTON — A 
South Carolina chef 
who exposed his genitalia and 
buttocks at an event showcasing 
women-owned businesses has 
been arrested. 

Charleston police arrest re¬ 
cords show Mike Ray was 
charged with indecent exposure 
Wednesday, two days after he 
announced he would step away 
from his day-to-day duties at One 
Broad and Normandy Farm Bak¬ 
ery and seek counseling. 

Ray told The Post & Courier 
that he’d “always been the life of 
the party,” but said he realized 
pulling down his pants at the Oct. 
26 cocktail reception “didn’t go 
over so well.” 

Baby giraffe born 
at Columbus Zoo 

^ U POWELL — The 
Columbus Zoo and 
Aquarium has a new giraffe. 

The zoo announced 8-year-old 
Zuri delivered a calf early Tues¬ 
day. The zoo said her father, Enzi, 
is an 8-year-old Masai giraffe. 

The sex of the calf is not yet 
known. 

The delivery was captured on a 
National Geographic webcam. 

It is the first giraffe calf bom 
at the zoo in nearly 20 years, 
and another is expected. In July, 
the zoo said Zuri and 6-year-old 
Cami were pregnant. Cami and 
Enzi also mated, and the zoo said 
Cami’s calf appears to be grow¬ 
ing steadily. 

Chief: Man climbed into 
well to ‘say he did it’ 

PI DELEON SPRINGS 
r L — Authorities said they 
rescued a Florida man who got 
stuck after climbing into a 30- 
feet-deep well in DeLand just “to 
say he did it.” 

Volusia County Fire Rescue 
Battalion Chief Scott Smoak told 
news outlets the man was stuck 
for about an hour early Wednes¬ 
day before being pulled to safety. 

Smoak told WFTV the man 
didn’t have the strength to pull 
himself out of the narrow well but 
he was awake and talking to res¬ 
cuers the entire time. 

Police: Review doesn’t 
support agent’s claims 

T’y HOUSTON — An FBI 
I VV agent’s explanation for 
why he fatally shot a hostage dur¬ 
ing a rescue attempt in Houston 
“is not supported” by evidence 
reviewed by police investigators, 
the Houston police chief said 
Wednesday. 

Chief Art Acevedo said “the 
totality of the evidence and state¬ 
ments in this investigation” are 
not consistent with the agent’s 
claims in the January shooting of 
Ulises Valladares, 47. 

Acevedo declined to elaborate, 
but said the findings of his inves¬ 
tigators were forwarded to fed¬ 
eral authorities and the Harris 
County district attorney’s office. 

Authorities have said Val¬ 
ladares was kidnapped on Jan. 24 
in Conroe, north of Houston, as 


THE CENSUS 



The number of horses removed from a Florida farm. The Union County Sheriff’s Office said deputies removed 
the horses from a 40-acre Lake Butler farm and the animals were in various stages of neglect. Two horses 
on the property were found dead, and many others required immediate treatment, authorities said. They said 
arrests on animal cruelty charges are pending. 




Butch Comegys, The Scranton (Pa.) Times Tribune/AP 


Pomp amid tough circumstances 

An inmate from the State Correctional Institution at Waymart, Pa., is embraced by a family member after a graduation ceremony Tuesday at 
the prison. Approximately 50 inmates received their GED and trade program certificates. 


part of an attempt to extort money 
from his brother. During a rescue 
attempt, Valladares grabbed the 
barrel of an agent’s rifle and the 
agent, fearing the weapon could 
be used against other agents, 
fired twice, Acevedo said. One 
bullet hit Valladares, who died. 

At least three suspects were ar¬ 
rested in the kidnapping and are 
facing charges. 

Home of late Aretba 
Franklin listed for sale 

HMI BLOOMFIELD 
IVII TOWNSHIP — The 
suburban Detroit home of the late 
“Queen of Soul” is for sale. 

Aretha Franklin’s 4,148- 
square-foot brick Colonial-style 
house in Bloomfield Township is 
listed for $800,000. 

It offers five bedrooms, seven 
bathrooms and access to the 
gated community’s pool and ten¬ 
nis courts. It also has a three-car 
garage, a jetted tub with sauna 
and multiple decks. 

Franklin was 76 and living in 
a riverfront apartment in down¬ 
town Detroit when she died in 
August from pancreatic cancer. 


Half-naked woman 
falls through ceiling 

T ly KINGSPORT — Police 
I in Tennessee said a 
half-naked woman fell through a 
restaurant’s ceiling and landed in 
its kitchen. 

News outlets reported Harley 
C. Morton, 26, was arrested Tues¬ 
day on charges including tres¬ 
passing and disorderly conduct. 

A Kingsport police report said 
a Cook Out employee called 911 
when the naked bottom half of a 
woman dropped through the ceil¬ 
ing tiles. 

It said a responding officer 
found her wallet with her ID on 
the restaurant’s roof. 

Police said she may have got 
into the ceiling through an air- 
conditioning unit. 

Grizzly moved from golf 
course after damages 

||i|^ STEVENSVILLE—A 
I w I I grizzly bear with poor 
golf etiquette, including break¬ 
ing flag sticks and not replacing 
his divots, has been captured and 


relocated away from a western 
Montana golf course. 

Whitetail Golf Course pro 
Jason Lehtola told the Ravalli Re¬ 
public that four flag sticks were 
snapped over a period of several 
days at the course along the Bit¬ 
terroot River near Stevensville. 
On another day, there was a large 
hole in the manicured 7th green. 

Lehtola called Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks, and wardens set a trap 
near the 7th green. They expect¬ 
ed to catch a black bear. Instead, 
a 2y2-year-old, 250-pound male 
grizzly bear was caught in the 
trap. 

The bear was relocated Sunday 
to the lower Blackfoot Valley, on 
the southern edge of the Northern 
Continental Divide Ecosystem. 

Ben & Jerry’s adds 
Pecan Resist flavor 

WT MONTPELIER — Ice 
W I cream maker Ben & 
Jerry’s said it is taking a stand 
against what it calls the Trump 
administration’s regressive poli¬ 
cies by rebranding one of its fla¬ 
vors Pecan Resist. 

The company and its founders 


are unveiling the limited batch 
ice cream flavor in Washington 
ahead of the midterm elections. 

The company said Pecan Resist 
celebrates activists who are resist¬ 
ing oppression, harmful environ¬ 
mental practices and injustice. 

As part of the campaign, Ben 
& Jerry’s is giving $25,000 each 
to four activist entities: Color of 
Change, Honor the Earth, Wom¬ 
en’s March and multi-media plat¬ 
form Neta. 

Class ring found 32 
years later in new state 

I A natalbany — A 

man has been reunited 
with his high school class ring 
that went missing 32 years ago. 

The Daily Star of Hammond 
reported the ring was found in 
Wiggins, Miss., and recently re¬ 
turned to Natalbany, La., resident 
Luis Alvarez. 

Alvarez said the ring commem¬ 
orating his 1984 graduation from 
Natalbany Baptist High went 
missing in 1986 and he’s not sure 
how it ended up in Mississippi. 
From wire reports 


















Friday, November 2,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 15 


WORLD _ 

Prosecutor says writer strangled, dismembered 


By Mehmet Guzel 
AND SuzAN Fraser 
Associated Press 

ISTANBUL — Saudi journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi was strangled 
as soon as he entered the Saudi 
consulate in Istanbul as part of 
a premeditated killing, and his 
body was dismembered before it 
was removed, a top Turkish pros¬ 
ecutor said Wednesday. 

Chief Istanbul prosecutor Irfan 
Fidan’s office also said in a state¬ 
ment that discussions with Saudi 
chief prosecutor Saud al-Mojeb 
over the killing yielded “no con¬ 
crete result” despite Turkey’s 
“good-intentioned efforts to re¬ 
veal the truth.” 

The statement was the first 
public confirmation by a Turkish 
official that Khashoggi was stran¬ 
gled and mutilated after he en¬ 
tered the Saudi Consulate on Oct. 
2. It also pointed to a lack of coop¬ 
eration from Saudi officials in the 


investigation of the slaying. 

“In accordance with plans 
made in advance, the victim, 
Jamal Khashoggi, was strangled 
and killed immediately after en¬ 
tering the Consulate General of 
Saudi Arabia,” the prosecutor’s 
office said. 

“The victim Jamal Khashog- 
gi’s body was dismembered and 
destroyed following his death by 
suffocation, again in line with 
the advance plans,” the two-page 
statement read. 

The prosecutor’s statement 
that Khashoggi was killed imme¬ 
diately conflicts with a report by 
pro-government newspaper Yeni 
Safak earlier this month, which 
cited what it described as an audio 
recording of Khashoggi being 
tortured before being killed. The 
newspaper claimed that his fin¬ 
gers were cut off and that he was 
killed by being beheaded. 

On Wednesday, President Don¬ 
ald Trump said he doesn’t feel 


Divers recover crashed jet’s 
data recorder from seafloor 


By Niniek Karmini 
AND AnDI JaTMIKO 

Associated Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Divers 
recovered the crashed Lion Air 
jet’s flight data recorder from the 
seafloor on Thursday, a crucial 
development in the investigation 
into what caused the 2-month-old 
plane to plunge into Indonesian 
seas this week, killing 189 people. 

Relatives, meanwhile, buried 
the first victim to be identified 
and prayed at her flower-covered 
grave. 

TV showed footage of two div¬ 
ers after they surfaced, swim¬ 
ming to an inflatable vessel and 
placing the bright orange device 
into a large container that was 
transferred to a search and res¬ 
cue ship. 

“I was desperate because the 
current below was strong but I 
am confident of the tools given to 
me,” said navy 1st Sgt. Hendra, 
who uses a single name. After 
narrowing the possible location, 
“I started digging and cleaning 
the debris until I finally found an 
orange object,” he told TV, stand¬ 
ing on the deck of a ship next to 
his diving mate. 

The Boeing 737 MAX 8 plane 
crashed early Monday just min¬ 
utes after takeoff from the Indo¬ 
nesian capital, Jakarta. It was the 
worst airline disaster in Indone¬ 
sia in more than two decades and 
renewed concerns about safety in 
its fast-growing aviation indus¬ 
try, which was recently removed 
from European Union and US. 
blacklists. 

Navy Col. Monang Sitompul 
told local TV an object believed to 
be the aircraft’s fuselage was also 
seen on the seafloor. 

The device recovered by divers 
is the flight data recorder, and 
the search for the cockpit voice 
recorder continues, said Barn- 
bang Irawan, an investigator with 



Fauzy Chaniago/AP 


Chief of National Search and 
Rescue Agency Muhammad 
Syaugi, left, holds the Lion Air 
jet flight data recorder onboard 
a rescue ship in the waters of 
Tanjung Karawang, Indonesia, on 
Thursday. 

the National Transport Safety 
Commission. 

“We will process the data con¬ 
tained in this FDR as part of the 
investigation process to find out 
the cause of the crash,” he said. 
“We cannot say how long it takes 
to process data in a black box, but 
of course we will try as soon as 
possible.” 

The flight data recorder was 
recovered from a depth of 98 feet, 
about 1,640 feet northwest from 
where the plane lost contact, said 
search and rescue agency head 
Muhammad Syaugi. 

U.S. investigators on Thursday 
visited the Jakarta port and picked 
through debris collected from the 
sea including pieces of aircraft 
and passenger belongings. 

Data from flight-tracking sites 
show the plane had erratic speed 
and altitude in the early min¬ 
utes of a flight on Sunday and 
on its fatal flight Monday. Safety 
experts caution, however, that 
the data must be checked for ac¬ 
curacy against the flight data 
recorder. 



DHA/AP 


Saudi Arabia’s top prosecutor, Saud al-Mojeb, left, walks to board a 
plane to leave Turkey in Istanbul on Wednesday. 


“betrayed” by Saudi Arabia over 
Khashoggi’s death. 

Trump, who made Saudi Ara¬ 
bia the destination of his first 


foreign trip as president, said 
the Saudis didn’t betray him but 
“maybe they’ve betrayed them¬ 
selves.” Trump told reporters at 


the White House on Wednesday, 
“I just hope it all works out.” 

Turkey is seeking the extradi¬ 
tion of 18 suspects in the journal¬ 
ist’s slaying who were detained 
in Saudi Arabia. It also is press¬ 
ing Saudi Arabia for information 
about who ordered Khashoggi’s 
killing and the location of his 
remains. 

Turkish President Recep Tayy- 
ip Erdogan has called on Riyadh 
to disclose the identity of an al¬ 
leged local collaborator said to 
have been involved in getting rid 
of Khashoggi’s body. 

Al-Mojeb met with Fidan 
twice and also visited the Turk¬ 
ish intelligence agency’s Istanbul 
headquarters this week before 
leaving for Riyadh on a private 
jet Wednesday. 

Saudi Arabia has not comment¬ 
ed directly on the prosecutor’s 
visit, and al-Mojeb did not re¬ 
spond to journalists’ questions at 
the airport as he departed. 


Come Meet Team CACI in Stuttgart, Germany! 



We are hosting 3 
"Meet N Greets" 
and you will be able 
to speak with our 
Program Managers 
and Recruiting 
Team to learn more 
about opportunities 
with CACI! We 
hope to see you 
there! 



Thursday, November 15th, 2018 (11am to 1pm) (g) the Patch 
Community Club (Patch Barracks) 

Thursday, November 15th, 2018 (5pm to 8pm) @ the Stuttgart 
Marriott Hotel Sindelfingen (Refreshments will be Served)! 

Friday, November 16th, 2018 (11am to 1pm) @ the Kelley Club 
(Kelley Barracks) 


Are you interested in continuing your career in Europe? CACI 
has established and upcoming positions throughout the European 
theater supporting multiple customers for the Department of 
Defense. CACI is looking for experienced, innovative and 
motivated IT Specialists and Intel Analysts to support enablement 
of AFRICOM, EUCOM and CJTF-HOA's mission objectives. 





CACI is currently considering cleared individuals that have IT and Intel 
technical experience to meet a myriad of our opportunities. CACI offers 
our employees a competitive compensation, vacation and benefits 
package, as well as a fast-paced and exciting work environment with 
locations all over the world. We are looking for qualified professionals 
with the skills below on various levels of experience. TS/SCI level 
clearance is strongly preferred, DOD 8570 compliance, as well as 
computing certifications are desired: 


oy oa 


Systems Administrator/Engineers 
Network Administrator/Engineers 
Information Assurance Engineers 
Cyber Security Analysts 
Service Desk/PC Desktop Supports 
Quality Assurances 
Software Engineers 
Change and Asset Managements 
Storage Engineers 
Data Base Administrators 
Knowledge Managements 
Infrastructure Leads and Technical Leads 
Intel Analysts 

VTC Administrator/Engineers 
Unified Communications 
Project Managers 


CAP 

EVER VIGILANT 


To RSVP, please email your resume to Tanja.Schott@caci.com. Visit 
careers.caci.com and search keyword "CITS III" to view detailed 
job descriptions and apply today to join our talented team. 


SOLUTIONS ADVANCED. 
MISSIONS ACCOMPLISHED. 
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PACIFIC 


Kenneth Roth is executive director of Human Rights Watch, which 
released a report Thursday detailing prevalent sexual violence 
against women in North Korea. 


“Higher level male [army offi¬ 
cers] often patted female soldiers 
on their hips and breasts or put 
their hands underneath their uni¬ 
forms around their necks when 
they passed by them,” said Lee 


So Yeon, a woman who served in 
the North’s army before her 2008 
escape. “We saw these things lots 
of times, but we just thought they 
were specially favored by our 
bosses.” 


Report: Sexual violence the 
norm for women in N. Korea 


By Hyung-Jin Kim 

Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korean refugees say sexual vio¬ 
lence against women in their for¬ 
mer homeland is part of daily life. 
But a new report suggests there’s 
little chance that abused women in 
the North will get to say “MeToo” 
anytime soon. 

North Korea’s extremely pa¬ 
triarchal society means many 
women feel powerless to demand 
accountability over sexual vio¬ 
lence, many are also ashamed of 
being abused, and some choose to 
keep silent because of flimsy law 
enforcement and support systems, 
according to a report published 
Thursday by New York-based 
Human Rights Watch based on in¬ 
terviews with 106 North Koreans 
who left the country, more than 
half of them after 2011. 

Three women who left North 
Korea and three South Korean 
experts, separately interviewed 
by The Associated Press, agreed 
that sexual violence is a serious 
problem in the North, though the 
voices and economic power of 
women have gradually increased 
in recent years because of their 
role in burgeoning capitalist-style 
markets. Some said that North 
Korean women didn’t even un¬ 
derstand that widespread assaults 
and harassment were abuse. 

“Sexual violence in North 
Korea is an open, unaddressed 
and widely tolerated secret,” Ken¬ 
neth Roth, Human Rights Watch’s 
executive director, said. 

The report comes as U.S.-led 
global diplomacy focuses on North 
Korean nuclear disarmament. 
The country’s abysmal human 
rights status, however, has been 
largely ignored. It’s not the first 
outside documentation of sexual 
violence in North Korea, but the 
report will likely anger North 
Korea, which often complains 
about what it claims is persistent 
US. hostility. 

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un’s propaganda service has 
called North Korea a “socialist 
paradise” and bristles at outside 
criticism of its rights conditions 
as a U.S.-led attempt to force re¬ 
gime change. A 2016 dispatch 
said every woman in the North 
is “highly valued and respect¬ 
ed” and that they “all can lead a 
worthwhile life as a heroine of the 
times.” But this is also the country 
that called former female South 
Korean President Park Geun-hye 
a “prostitute.” 

According to the report, titled 
“You Cry at Night but Don’t Know 
Why,” and the six people reached 
by the AP, sexual violence target¬ 
ing women is rampant in North 
Korea. They say it happens in de¬ 
tention facilities, open markets, 
checkpoints, trains, streets and 
army bases. 

The report details sexual abuse 
by men in official positions of 
power, such as prison guards, po¬ 
lice officers, prosecutors, soldiers 
and market supervisors. 

“Interviewees told us that when 


a guard or police officer ‘picks’ 
a woman, she has no choice but 
to comply with any demands he 
makes, whether for sex, money, 
or other favors,” the report said. 
“Women in custody have little 
choice should they attempt to re¬ 
fuse or complain afterward, and 
risk sexual violence, longer peri¬ 
ods in detention, beatings, forced 
labor, or increased scrutiny while 
conducting market activities.” 

One woman interviewed in the 
report said a police agent pen¬ 
etrated her several times with his 
fingers while questioning her ille¬ 
gal stay in China. Another talked 
about women in a detention center 
being forced to leave with a guard 


who raped them every night. They 
said that “click, click, click was 
the most horrible sound” because 
it meant the key was turning in 
the door of their prison cells. 

A pervasive social stigma keeps 
victims silent, the report said, 
adding that all of the interviewees 
described “widespread impunity 
for perpetrators of sexual violence 
and lack of justice for survivors.” 
They also spoke of deeply embed¬ 
ded patterns of discrimination 
against women, corruption and a 
lack of support mechanisms. 

Women who talked to the AP 
said they didn’t even know what 
exactly sexual abuse was when 
they were in North Korea. 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

US companies hiring at robust pace, wages rise 


By Christopher Rugaber 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — U.S. compa¬ 
nies added jobs in October at the 
healthiest pace in eight months, 
and wages rose by the most in a 
decade, the latest evidence of the 
durable strength of the U.S. job 
market. 

Businesses added 227,000 jobs 
in October, according to a private 
survey, a sign that businesses can 
still find workers even with the 
unemployment rate striking 49- 
year lows. 


By Tom Krisher 

Associated Press 

DETROIT — As General Mo¬ 
tors reported a healthy $2.5 bil¬ 
lion third-quarter profit, the 
Detroit automaker ramped up its 
cost-cutting efforts by offering 
buyouts to 18,000 white-collar 
workers. 

The company, while acknowl¬ 
edging it’s in good shape now, said 
Wednesday it needs to be smaller 
to prepare for tougher times that 
might be ahead as it continues to 


Payroll processor ADP said 
Wednesday that employers added 
jobs in manufacturing, retail, and 
professional services such as en¬ 
gineering. October’s hiring was 
the strongest in eight months. 

The unemployment rate fell to 
3.7 percent in September, the low¬ 
est level since 1969. Businesses 
are staffing up at a rapid pace 
in response to healthy consumer 
spending and strong economic 
growth. 

That is forcing more compa¬ 
nies to raise pay to attract and 
keep workers. A separate report 


get ready for a future of electric 
and autonomous vehicles. 

“Even with the progress we’ve 
made, we are taking proactive 
steps to get ahead of the curve by 
accelerating our efforts to address 
overall business performance,” 
GM said in a statement. “We are 
doing this while our company and 
economy are strong.” 

The earnings and buyout 
news drove GM shares higher 
in Wednesday afternoon trading. 
The stock was up 8.6 percent to 
$36.43, after mostly falling since 


Wednesday showed that wages 
and salaries for private-sector 
workers rose 3.1 percent from a 
year earlier. That was the larg¬ 
est annual gain in more than a 
decade. 

A measure of compensation 
that includes benefits and covers 
all workers, including govern¬ 
ment employees, rose 2.8 percent 
in the third quarter from a year 
earlier, the Labor Department re¬ 
port said. 

Weak wage gains have been a 
soft spot in the U.S. economy for 
the decade that has followed the 


June. 

Buyout offers were made 
Wednesday to salaried workers 
in North America with 12 or more 
years of service. GM spokesman 
Patrick Morrissey wouldn’t say 
whether the company has a target 
number for employee reductions, 
nor would he say if there will be 
layoffs if too few employees take 
the buyouts. 

“We will evaluate the need to 
implement after we see the re¬ 
sults of the voluntary program 
and other cost reduction efforts,” 


Great Recession. But with em¬ 
ployers increasingly desperate for 
workers, they are being forced to 
offer higher wages. 

The report Wednesday comes 
two days before the publication 
of the government’s jobs report. 
Economists believe that the 
Labor Department numbers will 
show employers added 190,000 
jobs. ADP’s report doesn’t include 
government employment and fre¬ 
quently diverges from the official 
figures, however. 

The two reports also respond 
differently to hurricanes. ADP’s 


he said. 

Workers have until Nov. 19 to 
make a decision, and they would 
leave the company by the end of 
the year, GM said. The company 
has 50,000 salaried workers in 
North America. 

“Our discipline came through 
this quarter,” Chief Financial Of¬ 
ficer Dhivya Suryadevara said, 
adding that she believes strong 
prices are sustainable as GM 
builds inventory of light-duty 
pickups and rolls out heavy-duty 
versions. 


figures were mostly unaffected 
by Hurricane Michael, which 
struck Florida last month, be¬ 
cause its report counts someone 
as employed even if they miss 
work due to bad weather. 

Americans boosted their 
spending by the most in nearly 
four years in the July-September 
quarter. The economy expanded 
3.5 percent, though most econo¬ 
mists forecast growth will fall 
below 3 percent in the final three 
months of this year. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Nov. 2).$1.1684 

Dollar buys (Nov. 2).€0.8559 

British pound (Nov. 2).$1.32 

Japanese yen (Nov. 2).110.00 

South Korean won (Nov. 2).1,110.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2912 

Canada (Dollar).1.3079 

China (Yuan) 6 9377 

Denmark (Krone).6.5454 

Egypt (Pound).17.9501 

Euro.$1.1398/0.8773 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8379 

Hungary (Forint).283.01 

Israel (Shekel).3.7062 

Japan (Yen) 112 73 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3037 

Norway (Krone).8.3577 

Philippines (Peso).53.24 

Poland (Zloty) 3 80 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7507 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3778 

South Korea (Won).1,129.19 

Switzerland (Franc).1.0033 

Thailand (Baht).32.94 

Turkey (Lira).5.5597 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Federal funds market rate.2.20 

3-month bill.2.28 

30-year bond.3.41 


EUROPE GAS PRICES 


Country 

Germany 
Change in price 
Netherlands 
Change in price 

Change in price 

Change in price 
Belgium 
Change in price 


Super ElO Super unleaded Super plus Diesel 


$3,462 
-2.5 cents 
$3,651 
-10.6 cents 
$3,396 
-2.5 cents 


$3,703 
-2.6 cents 
$3,863 
-5.3 cents 
$3,637 
-2.6 cents 
$3,624 
-2.6 cents 


$3,621 
-2.5 cents 
$4,063 
-2.7 cents 
$3,555 
-2.5 cents 


PACIHC GAS PRICES 


Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus 


$2,879 
-3.0 cents 
$2,879** $3,259 

-3.0 cents -3.0 cents 


* Diesel EFD ** Midgrade 
For the week of Nov. 3 - 9 


Diesel 

$3,389 
-2.0 cents 


-2.0 cents -3.0 cents 


MARKET WATCH 


Oct. 31, 2018 


Nasdaq 

composite 


241.12 

25,115.76 


144.25 

7,305.90 


4.77 

1,511.41 


GM offers buyouts to 18K workers after posting strong profit 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



SATURDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



jKinawa . 

78/70 


The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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Red phone sees in 3D 

Company’s new product doesn’t require special 
glasses, but will cost even more than an iPhone 


Nick Jesdanun/AP 

Red founder Jim Jannard said his company’s new Hydrogen One is 
about making waves in a sea of smartphone sameness. The phone 
has a holographic screen that produces 3D visuals. 


By Anick Jesdanun 
Associated Press 

M ost leading phones 
offer the same 
basics: Big screens, 
decent battery life 
and good cameras. So when a 
newcomer brings something 
innovative to the party, why is 
it difficult to break through a 
phone market dominated by 
Apple and Samsung? 

One such smartphone came 
out this week from Red, a compa¬ 
ny with roots in digital cameras 
for movie productions. The new 
Hydrogen One has a holographic 
screen that produces 3-D visuals 
without needing special glasses. 
It is launching with two mgjor 
movies converted to this format 
and allows users to create and 
share their own videos shot with 
the phone. 

Red’s goals are modest 
— about 16 million units a year, 
based on Red’s stated target of 
0.5 percent of Samsung’s sales. 
But Red will need customers 
beyond the tech elite and camera 
buffs; it’ll need their friends and 
friends of their friends. It doesn’t 
help that the Hydrogen One car¬ 
ries a hefty $1,295 price tag. 

“The Red Hydrogen One 
stands little chance of upsetting 
the smartphone status quo,” said 



Richard Drew/AP 


The Red Hydrogen One 
smartphone will cost $1,295. 

Geoff Blaber, a research analyst 
at CCS Insight. 

Chipping away at Apple’s and 
Samsung’s dominance is much 
harder than it used to be because 
phone innovation isn’t so much 
about hardware any more. Cre¬ 
ative Strategies analyst Carolina 
Milanesi said. What matters 
more, she said, is the software 
and artificial intelligence behind 
it. 

Consider Apple’s new iPhones. 
Sure, the new XR and XS models 
all have decent screens, battery 
life and cameras. But Apple has 
also been emphasizing such soft- 
ware-based features as augment¬ 
ed reality, artificial intelligence 
and automation using the Siri 
digital assistant. Or take Sam¬ 
sung’s Galaxy Note 9. Signature 
features include the use of AI to 
automatically fine-tune images. 


While the Hydrogen One’s 
screen is different, Milanesi said, 
it’s not necessarily something the 
mass market will gravitate to. 

Red founder Jim Jannard said 
his phone is about making waves 
in a sea of smartphone sameness. 

“We don’t buy the same make, 
model or color of car that our 
next-door neighbor has,” he said. 
“It’s important to keep this in¬ 
dustry pushing along ... and give 
people some new choice. What 
we’ve done is pretty nuts.” 

Red calls the screen technol¬ 
ogy 4V, for four view, which is 
another way of saying it’s dou¬ 
bling what twin-lens 3D cameras 
produce by adding depth data 
to each image. There’s a special 
material under the screen that 
lets 4V photos and video appear 
to the viewer in 3D. Images that 
aren’t shot or converted to this 
format will look the same as they 
do on any other screen. Attempts 
to photograph a 4V screen will 
also produce images that don’t 
look any different. 

The 3D wizardry is more 
pronounced in some scenes than 
others. Images of a soccer goalie 
blocking a shot feels realistic, but 
a waterfall at Yosemite National 
Park looks like video taken with 
a regular camera (though leaves 
in the foreground looked 3D). 

The Warner Bros, studio is giv¬ 


ing customers of parent company 
AT&T two free 4V movies: the 
first “Harry Potter” prequel, 
“Fantastic Beasts and Where 
to Find Them,” and Steven 
Spielberg’s “Ready Player One,” 
which is set in a virtual world. 
The studio plans to convert 
about a half-dozen other movies 
initially. Red will have tools for 


producers to convert existing 3- 
D video into the 4V format. 

The Hydrogen One also has 
twin lenses in the back to capture 
4V photos and video. Trouble is, 
people you share them with will 
get a normal image unless they 
also have a Hydrogen One. 

The phone also has a handful 
of 4V games. 


GADGET WATCH 

Accessories for iPhone XS make new toy even more fun 



By Gregg Ellman 
Tribune News Service 

G etting a new iPhone, or any smartphone for that 
matter, is always fun (and expensive). Besides 
the new features a new device brings, I enjoy 
dressing it up with new accessories. 

I’ve had my iPhone XS for a few weeks now, and finally 
had a chance this week to get it ready for action. I know 
Apple purists want smartphones used as is and pretty 
much naked, but that’s not for me since I’m accident- 
prone and have already dropped it. 

I started with an InvisibleShield Glass Plus Anti-Glare 
for the Apple iPhone XS. All screen protectors are not the 
same, and I’ve been a fan of this Zagg product for many 
years. It’s designed with EX Apply tabs for putting the 
screen on in seconds and bubble-free. 

Along with having three times the shatterproof protec¬ 
tion compared to an unprotected screen, it has a matte 
finish to keep it fingerprint- and smudge-resistant. This 
helps keep your fingers gliding for easy use on the full¬ 
screen touchscreen. 

As its name says, the screen is anti-glare, with tech¬ 
nology to disperse light hitting the screen to reduce the 
glare. 

Online: Zagg.com; $44.99 

There are a lot of features I like on the iPhone XS, and 
on top of the list is wireless charging. It’s not really full- 
fiedged wireless charging, but there is no wire needed 
to connect to your smartphone. The iPhone doesn’t ship 



Hitcase/TNS 


The Hitcase Shield Link gives your phone IPGS 
waterproof protection to depths of up to 10 feet. 

with a wireless charger, just a lightning cable and USB 
AC plug. 

Ventev new Wireless Chargepad-F is as easy as it gets. 
Just connect the included 5-foot USB AC cable to the AC 
adapter (or into a port on your computer) and the charg¬ 
ing pad. 

To charge an iPhone or other Qi fast wireless charging 
devices, put the phone on the pad. Charging starts right 
away and stops when you take it off 


The rounded pad has a 3.5-inch diameter and rubber 
nonslip pads on the bottom. I used it fiawlessly without a 
case and with a case. I’m sure there will be some thicker 
cases that won’t work, so shop carefully. 

Another use is connecting the chargepad plus to the 
USB port in a car and having wireless (Ji charging on the 
go. 

Online: mobileaccessories.ventev.com; $49.99 

The Hitcase Shield Link case is as versatile a smart¬ 
phone case as you can get. 

It’s a full-enclosure case when you use the included 
Aqua Shield to give your phone IP68 waterproof protec¬ 
tion to depths of up to 10 feet. The case is built using 
military specs for drop-proof protection. 

For everyday use, take out the Aqua Shield and snap in 
the Air Shield, which is an open-face covering. With both 
shields, the phone was fully functional with access to all 
the ports, controls and touchscreen, and worked perfect 
with Qi wireless charging. 

Another great feature of the case is the magnetic Link 
mounting system. This includes eight magnet Link mount 
accessories and three TrueLUX lenses for improving the 
phone’s lens for digital images. All these accessories are 
separately. 

Each lens is built with precision-grade optical glass 
and is waterproof Choices are super-wide, wide and 
macro, which all worked well and mounted effortlessly. 

In photo mode, the super-wide has a 148-degree view, the 
wide is 111 degrees and the macro has a 3X magnifica¬ 
tion. 

The lenses are built with anodized aluminum construc¬ 
tion and have an anti-refiective and anti-scratch coatings. 

Online: hitcase.com; $89.99 for the case, available in 
black and rose gold; the lenses are $39.99 each or a 3-lens 
bundle for $99.99 


ON THE COVER: Rami Malek as rock icon Freddie Mercury in “Bohemian Rhapsody”; R&B artist Ella Mai 

Malek photo by Twentieth Century Fox/TNS; Ella Mai photo by Matt Sayles, Invision/AP 
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WEEKEND 


CHECK IT OUT 

Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time 



Haddish 
seems to be 
here to stay 


Tiffany Haddish continues her fall 
Hollywood takeover with “Nobody’s 
Fool,” her third film in less than 
six weeks. Tyler Perry wrote and 
directed this latest comedy, in 
which Haddish plays a woman just 
released from jail who helps her 
sister (played by Tika Sumpter) get 
revenge on a fake online boyfriend. 
Haddish has a bunch of projects 
lined up, and time will tell if her 
brand of candid humor will be 
something audiences continue to 
savor, or whether she’s a flash in 
the pan. For now, she — and audi¬ 
ences — seem to be having a lot of 
fun. 

• Story on Page 25. 


2 

Upcoming title should 
thrill Supercross fans 

One enjoyable aspect of video gaming can 
be the opportunity to go places you can’t go, 
and do things you can’t do. “Monster Energy 
Supercross 2” gives players the opportunity 
to live out the 2018 Supercross season with 
a variety of tracks and maneuvers. Leaps into 
the air are encouraged, giving play a three- 
dimensional flair. The latest update features 
more than 80 official riders, and play-by-play 
commentary and in-game replay video also 
help place players right in the middle of the 
action. The game itself won’t be out until 
February, but it’s not too early to start getting 
excited about this promising title. 

• More details on Page 26. 


3 

Stephen King sees the 
sunny side in ‘Elevation’ 

Stephen King fans probably already know 
that the horrormeister has just released 
another soon-to-be bestseller. But despite its 
late October release date, “Elevation” isn’t a 
scary story. The latest tale from Castle Rock, 
Maine, has a protagonist who, according to 
the scale, is wasting away. But he feels bet¬ 
ter than ever, and is determined to make the 
world around him a better place. King strikes 
a unexpectedly positive tone here, perhaps 
atoning for all the nightmares he’s caused in 
the past. Or maybe he merely senses that in 
today’s political climate, the world is dark and 
scary enough already. 

• Book review on Page 38. 


4 

Corden and Fallon do 
their thing with celebs 

Late-night talk show hosts generally cover a 
lot of ground on their programs, but they’ve 
become especially well known for certain 
specific segments. James Corden adds to 
his plethora of Carpool Karaoke outings by 
having silly and serious conversations with 
Michael Buble; among the topics discussed is 
Buble’s devastation when his son was diag¬ 
nosed with cancer. On the lighter side, Jimmy 
Fallon, who loves to make celebrity guests do 
silly things, has an A to Z conversation about 
bands with “Bohemian Rhapsody” star Rami 
Malek. 

• Corden and Buble: tinyurl.com/y9mo6xr3. 

• Fallon and Malek: tinyurl.com/yaaosm2r. 
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‘Bohemian Rhapsody’s’ Malek 
on his rock icon transformation 


Rami Malek 
portrays the late 
Queen frontman 
Freddie Mercury 
in “Bohemian 
Rhapsody.” 


FINDING ME 


By John Carucci ■ Associated Press 

R ami Malek says he identified with the immigrant 
side of Freddie Mercury while tackling the role of 
the legendary Queen frontman. 

I The first-generation American spoke about his star¬ 
ring role at the New York premiere of “Bohemian Rhapsody” on 
Tuesday. The “Mr. Robot” star connected with Mercury’s outsider 
passion for success. 

“I set out to be an actor some, I don’t know, over a decade ago. I 
think something was possibly burning inside the both of us. We had 
aspirations to live our dream. And I’m getting a chance to do that right 
now in this very moment,” Malek said. 

While many aspects defined Mercury, including being one of the best 
vocalists to front a rock band, his fiamboyant presence and a penchant for 
taking chances, Malek felt like he had to dig deeper to find the beating heart 
of the Tanzania-born Mercury, who arrived in London at 18. 

“In some way he became the Freddie Mercury superstar that overcame every 
obstacle imaginable to be the guy that we all know can command the stage, and hold 
us in the palm of his hand like no other,” Malek said. “My family is from Egypt. I’m a 
first-generation American. And somehow I thought there were strings that I could tether 
together with him.” 

Malek’s performance has more than impressed fans; it has impressed members of the 
band too. Current Queen lead singer Adam Lambert even feels the resemblance between 
the two is uncanny. 

“I love the heart that he brings to the role, the sensitivity. I love that the music of this band 
affects people in a way. And I know it firsthand, you know, being on tour with them for the past six 
years,” Lambert said. 

“You play one of these hit songs and just watching the audience light up and go through all their 
nostalgia and all of their memories that they’ve shared over this piece of music and they knew every 
word and they’re laughing and they’re crying and they’re dancing. That’s what you want; it really unites 
people. So I think the film is going to have that power as well,” Lambert said. 

And Malek has also captivated guitarist Brian May, who says the actor’s performance “suspends 
disbelief” 

“You believe he’s Freddie,” May said. 


‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ won’t rock you, but Malek will 



20th Century Fox 


“Bohemian Rhapsody,” starring Rami Malek, third from left, with Joe 
Mazzello, from left, Ben Hardy and Gwilym Lee, traces the meteoric 
rise of the band Queen and its frontman Freddie Mercury. 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

Where does a preening, pan- 
sexual rock god get his powers? 
The Freddie Mercury biopic 
“Bohemian Rhapsody” traces his 
sonorous majesty to an unlikely 
place: his back teeth. 

Mercury, nee Farrokh Bul- 
sara, was born with four extra 
incisors, giving him a bigger 
mouth. Introducing himself to 
his future Queen bandmates 
Mercury, as played by Rami 
Malek, explains that the added 
chompers have benefits beyond 
a provocative, pronounced 
overbite. It endows him with 
enhanced vocal range. 

Teeth-assisted or not. Mercu¬ 
ry’s voice was so expansive that 
it prompted genuine scientific 
inquiry. But range is one thing 
sorely lacking in Bryan Singer’s 
“Bohemian Rhapsody,” a slav¬ 
ishly conventional rock biopic 
that at every turn opts for the 
stereotypical despite a subject 
who devoted himself to the un¬ 
conventional. It’s a remarkably 
bland movie about a deliciously 
vibrant performer. 

Yet while “Bohemian Rhapso¬ 
dy” is so hollowly, even comically 
formulaic that even Dewey Cox 
of “Walk Hard” might snicker, 
it’s filled, often fantastically, by 
Malek’s sinuous, fully inhab¬ 
ited performance as the Queen 
frontman. It’s as if he didn’t get 
the note about the half-hearted 
filmmaking going on around 
him, or if he did, he’s hell-bent on 


ignoring it. 

Malek, the “Mr. Robot” actor, 
throws himself into every strut¬ 
ting second of screen time as 
Mercury. He lacks both Mercu¬ 
ry’s voice (it was overdubbed for 
singing and performance scenes) 
and Mercury’s teeth (Malek was 
outfitted with fake ones). But 
Malek’s performance, especially 
on stage, is so full-bodied that he 
transcends both his own dif¬ 
ferences with Mercury and the 
tepid surrounding melodrama. 

That “Bohemian Rhapsody” is 
a bit of a mess isn’t altogether a 
surprise. Singer was fired toward 


the end of shooting for not show¬ 
ing up on set (Singer said it was 
to visit an ill parent) and was 
replaced by Dexter Fletcher. 
Singer remains the credited 
director; Fletcher is listed as a 
producer. 

The script, too, underwent 
several passes before one by An¬ 
thony McCarten (“Darkest Hour, 
“The Theory of Everything”) 
ultimately prevailed. The film 
opens moments before Queen’s 
Live Aid performance at Wem¬ 
bley Stadium in 1985, and — as 
if by rock biopic decree — shifts 
back in time to young Freddie, in 


his mid-20s and living with his 
parents in the London suburbs. 

Mercury was born to a Parsi 
family from Zanzibar (he attend¬ 
ed boarding school in India), but 
we get only the slightest of hints 
of his family heritage or what 
made Mercury run from it. By 
the time we meet him, he hasn’t 
yet adopted his Roman god moni¬ 
ker (more than a stage name, 
he made “Mercury” legal), but 
he might as well have. Young 
Freddie is already a larger-than- 
life figure clearly destined to a 
life of skin-tight jumpsuits and 
glam-rock anthems. In a fiash he 
goes from slinging luggage on 
the Heathrow tarmac to convinc¬ 
ing guitarist Brian May (Gwilym 
Lee) and drummer Roger Taylor 
(Ben Hardy) that he’s their new 
lead singer. 

Everything in “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” happens less with the 
thrust of life than the rapid-fire 
recounting of a biographical 
history, sometimes rigorously in 
step with Wikipedia, sometimes 
taking shortcuts to avoid any¬ 
thing that strays outside a neatly 
contrived narrative. In the span 
of minutes. Queen is a sensation 
with a record contract (Mike 
Myers joins for a tongue-in- 
cheek cameo as EMI executive 
Ray Foster) and aspirations for 
much more: a world tour, a far- 
out concept album and beyond. 
Our sense is that Mercury has 
swiftly — and with curiously 
little trouble — realized his true 
self, in all his peacocking glory. 


The conflict, hinted at in pass¬ 
ing glances in between recording 
sessions, is that Mercury, who 
died of AIDS-related pneumonia 
in 1991 at 45, isn’t quite so free 
off stage as he is on, despite all 
his radical flamboyance. Much 
time is spent with his longtime 
partner Mary Austin (Lucy 
Boyton) and, later, with a diaboli¬ 
cal personal manager-boyfriend, 
Paul Prenter (Allen Leech), who 
gets most of the blame for any¬ 
thing bad Mercury ever did. 

But the film mostly sticks to 
the familiar trajectory of rock 
stardom: studio magic, backstage 
excess, band infighting, mis¬ 
guided solo efforts, drug prob¬ 
lems and — that most heinous 
of menaces in the music biopic 
— the temptation of disco. 

The only time “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” works is when it 
finally retreats from not just the 
standard biopic narrative but 
from storytelling altogether. It 
concludes with a nearly song-by¬ 
song re-creation of the band’s 
reunion show at Live Aid which, 
despite the movie’s fudged 
timeline, took place two years 
before Mercury’s AIDS diagno¬ 
sis. Still, the power comes mainly 
from the tunes and from Mer- 
cury/Malek’s magnificent stage 
presence. “Bohemian Rhapsody” 
might be easy come, easy go, but 
Malek makes for a show-stopping 
silhouetto of a man. 


“Bohemian Rhapsody” is rated PG-13 
for thematic elements, suggestive 
material, drug content and language. 
Running time; 134 minutes. 
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Haddish tests her hot streak with 'Nobody's Fool' 



Paramount Pictures/AP 

A young woman just out of jail reconnects with her straight-arrow sister in “Nobody’s Fool,” starring, 
from left. Amber Riley, Tiffany Haddish and Tika Sumpter. The Tyler Perry comedy was not screened 
in advance for critics. The film is rated R for sexual content and language throughout, and for drug 
material. Running time: 110 minutes. 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

W hat’s the best thing 
that’s happened to 
Tiffany Haddish in 
the past year? Tough 

question. 

She takes a deep breath. 
“Meeting Oprah, getting a Tesla, 
hosting the MTV Movie & TV 
Awards, winning awards, going 
on trips, staying in different 
countries, getting an award in 
Canada. Going to Africa was 
really super awesome. Getting to 
meet my aunties and cousins that 
I hadn’t met before. Having the 
funds to get my mother out of a 
mental institution — that’s freak¬ 
ing amazing — and getting her 
the best doctors. Being able to 
afford to take care of my grand¬ 
mother. That’s really better than 
everything.” 

She pauses. “I could keep 
going because it’s been a pretty 
phenomenal year,” says Had¬ 
dish, laughing. But she has one 
more to add. “Being able to see 
my ex-boyfriends in passing, 
them saying ‘Hey, I’d like to take 
you to dinner some time,’ and 
me saying, ‘I’m sorry. I’m busy.’ 
That’s pretty awesome, too.” 

A year after her breakout 
role in “Girl’s Trip,” Haddish is 
indeed busy. Up next is the Tyler 
Perry written-and-directed 
comedy “Nobody’s Fool,” which 
pairs her with Tika Sumpter. 
They play sisters, with Whoopi 
Goldberg as their mom. Once 
Haddish’s character gets out of 
jail, they discover that Sumpter’s 
boyfriend is catfishing her. 

Nobody’s Fool” will test 
just how much Haddish audi¬ 
ences want. It’s her third film in 
theaters in just the last month, 
following “Night School” (which 
paired her with her longtime 
mentor, Kevin Hart) and Ike 
Barinholtz’s dark indie comedy 
“The Oath.” Plus, in Septem¬ 


ber, she was a standout at the 
Emmys, where she won for host¬ 
ing “Saturday Night Live.” 

With blistering speed, Haddish 
has become one of Hollywood’s 
most in-demand talents. Every¬ 
one from Paul Thomas Anderson 
to Judd Apatow (who’s interested 
in adapting Haddish’s memoir, 
“The Last Black Unicorn”) 
wants to work with her. She’s 
also propping a Netfiix stand-up 
special, developing a sitcom with 
Danielle Sanchez-Witzel (“The 
Carmichael Show”) and ready¬ 
ing season two of “The Last 
O.G.,” with Tracy Morgan. And 
that’s to say nothing of her litany 
of projects due next year. 


Haddish’s ubiquity this fall 
has been the culmination of her 
inspiring rise from a difficult up¬ 
bringing to the highest reaches 
of show business. The 38-year- 
old comedian has said she was 
abused as a child before entering 
foster care, and later was briefiy 
homeless while trying to make 
it as a stand-up in Los Angeles. 
But her confidence in her future 
never wavered. Haddish’s pro¬ 
duction company is named after 
her personal slogan: She Ready. 

“People always say, ‘Are you 
surprised?’ No, I’m not surprised. 
I manifested this,” Haddish said 
in an interview earlier this fall. 
“This is part of my list of goals. 


I’m grateful I’ve accomplished 
this much so far, but there’s so 
much more I want to do. I want to 
build my own studio one day. I’ve 
got my little production company 
going, and I want to create things 
that inspire people to be their 
best selves.” 

Yet as much as Haddish has 
been accomplishing, some objec¬ 
tives have remained elusive. 

“Still trying to get pregnant by 
Leonardo DiCaprio,” she says. 
“He’s not giving me the time of 
day right now, but he’ll come 
around.” 

Haddish’s telling of her en¬ 
counter with DiCaprio is exactly 
what has made her so beloved: 


She’s radically unfiltered and 
unapologetically herself If she 
wants to wear an Alexander 
McQueen red-carpet dress over 
and over again, she will. And 
if she has a good story about 
meeting a celebrity, she’ll tell it. 
Of her DiCaprio-like flirtation 
with Michael B. Jordan, Haddish 
says that at the Met Gala, the two 
decided “it’s probably best just to 
work together.” (One tight-lipped 
exception: She won’t comment 
anymore on that infamous 
Beyonce party scene: “Don’t ask 
me who bit Beyonce because I’m 
not gonna snitch!” Haddish says, 
laughing.) 

But, as Sumpter found out, it 
can be quite a whirlwind joining 
Haddish’s world. While mak¬ 
ing “Nobody’s Fool,” the pair 
crashed a prom in their hotel, 
dancing in a sea of awe-struck 
teenagers while streaming it on 
Instagram. 

“She just does what she does,” 
says Sumpter. “Tiffany is going 
to be Tiffany; you just let her run 
with it. It felt like real sisters. 

We had each other’s backs. She’s 
very supportive. I feel like our 
chemistry was pretty grand.” 

Haddish acknowledges that 
some things have changed for 
her. Now, she gets up every 
morning at 4 or 5 a.m. “I work 
every single day. I’ve always 
worked every day, just not as 
hard,” she says. But the over¬ 
whelming interest in all things 
Haddish (she also signed a first- 
look deal with HBO earlier this 
year) has also been exhausting. 

“I turn down things every day,” 
she says. 

How does it feel to be so loved? 
“It feels just like when I was in 
high school and I was a mascot. 

I was the most popular girl in 
school because I was the goofi¬ 
est girl in school,” says Haddish. 
“It feels just like high school, but 
amplified.” 


The Nutcracker and the Four Realms’ is a shell of the ballet 


By Katie Walsh 

Tribune News Service 

“The Nutcracker and the Four Realms”? What in the 
cuckoo Christmas blasphemy is this? Disney, continuing 
on its inexorable death march to add more war to soft 
and beautiful classic childhood stories, has plucked all 
the feathers from Tchaikovsky and Petipa’s holiday bal¬ 
let and tossed a bunch of glitter and circus clowns at its 
quivering carcass. This is your warning that if you have 
any affinity for the ballet, avoid this at all costs. 

This take on “The Nutcracker,” written by Ashleigh 
Powell in her screenwriting debut, somehow directed by 
both Lasse Hallstrom and Joe Johnston, takes merely a 
few key elements of the ballet and then tosses them into a 
blender, along with “Alice in Wonderland,” “The Greatest 
Showman” and Stanley Tucci in “The Hunger Games,” to 
create something wildly kooky and more violent. And yet 
it’s got incredibly low stakes, and it’s a mere shadow of 
what “The Nutcracker” actually is. 

Sure, “girl falls asleep on Christmas Eve and dreams 
an awesome dance show” isn’t a whole lot of plot. But 
the story this team has come up with is rife with insidi¬ 
ous Disney story fetishes, including the addition of the 
requisite dead mother to offer pathos and motivation 
for our heroine. Clara (Mackenzie Foy) is obsessed with 
science and an engineering genius, which will come in 
handy later when facing the other Disney obsession of 
late (giant clock gears). 

Set off on a wild goose chase by a mysterious gift 



Disney/AP 


A teenage girl must brave a magical and dangerous 
parallel world in “The Nutcracker and the Four Realms,” 
starring Mackenzie Foy, left, and Keira Knightley, center. 

from her mother, guided by her godfather Drosselmeyer 
(Morgan Freeman), Clara happens into a magical pas¬ 
sageway and ends up in the snowy world of the Four 
Realms, which was invented for this movie, and truly has 
no consequence on the story at all. They are the Realm of 
Flowers, headed up by Hawthorne (Eugenio Derbez); the 


Realm of Snowfiakes, led by Shivers (Richard E. Grant in 
truly disfiguring icicle bangs); and the Realm of Sweets, 
ruled by a squeaky-voiced, cotton candy-haired Sugar¬ 
plum (Keira Knightley, making some odd choices). The 
last realm is the Realm of Amusements, where Mother 
Ginger (Helen Mirren) has been banished with her team 
of Russian nesting doll clowns. 

Turns out Clara’s mother was somehow the absentee 
queen of the tiny world that exists in a clock, and there’s 
a power struggle in her absence. Civil war, deceit and 
laser-zapped reanimated tin soldiers abound, but Clara 
realizes everything she needs to lead as princess is in¬ 
side, which takes her entirely too long to figure out, since 
her mother wrote that exact phrase on a note. Subtext is 
text, which means even in this wacky-as-heck “Nutcrack¬ 
er: Rise of the Machines,” moments drag. 

A film adaptation of “The Nutcracker” doesn’t have to 
be faithful, but the story they’ve concocted is so lazily 
tossed off, the style so derivative, and the lessons so 
mundane they would have been better off sticking to 
the original story by E.T.A. Hoffmann and throwing a 
razzle-dazzle production budget at the choreography, as 
the best part of “Nutcracker and the Four Realms” is the 
oh-so-short sequence where ballerina Misty Copeland 
dances through an abridged version of the ballet. To salt 
the wound, they only use a few excerpts of Tchaikovsky’s 
music. Turns out the excess of realms (and cooks in the 
kitchen) results in hardly any holiday magic at all. 

“The Nutcracker’and the Four Realms” is rated PG for some mild 

peril. Running time: 99 minutes. 
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“Monster Energy Supercross 2: The Official Videogame” gives 
players the chance to live out the 2018 Supercross season with a 
selection of the industry's top riders and tracks. 


By Kevin Tucker 

Shacknews.com 

I talian games developer Milestone S.r.l. might 
be primarily known for its hyper-realistic 
motorcycling racing simulators, but some 
game fans might be surprised to learn that 
the company has been producing off-road rac¬ 
ing games since as far back as 2010. The latest 
dirt-focused title, “Monster Energy Supercross 
2: The Official Videogame,” gives players the 
chance to live out the 2018 Supercross season with 
a selection of the industry’s top riders and tracks, 
and comes complete with new technical tweaks 
and rider aids that aim to create a much more 
approachable and engaging experience. I was 
recently able to get a taste of the action through a 
hands-on press demonstration, and I’m happy to 
report that things seem to be shaping up very well. 

Leaving tarmac behind 

Though it’s more than a little obvious. I’ll say 
it anyway — riders within “Monster Energy Su¬ 
percross 2” are actually meant to launch from the 
track into the air, an action that typically spells 
disaster in other Milestone releases. As such, in 
“Monster Energy Supercross 2,” the controller’s 
right analog stick is used to manipulate the rider’s 
position in three dimensions. For players mak¬ 
ing the jump from other Milestone releases like 
“Ride” or “MotoGP 18,” the addition of three-di¬ 
mensional adjustment makes “Monster Energy 
Supercross 2” feel so much more approachable 
and manageable, despite the high level of chal¬ 
lenge that is by now typical to Milestone releases. 

One of the biggest draws to the latest “Mon¬ 
ster Energy Supercross” release will no doubt be 
the 2018 season update. The new game features 
more than 80 official riders, including the likes of 
Marvin Musquin, Jason Anderson and Eli Tomac, 
to name a few, with all of them being available to 
use in both 450SX and 250SX race modes. Players 
will also note 17 tracks, including arenas set across 
Houston; Anaheim, Calif; Las Vegas, San Diego, 
Glendale, Ariz.; Atlanta, Daytona Beach and more. 

Keeping it stylish 

“Monster Energy Supercross 2: The Official 
Videogame” is an officially endorsed product, 
and not only does that give the team at Milestone 
the rights to use photorealistic representations of 
riders, bikes and tracks, it also carries with it a 
degree of on-air authenticity; the game features 
play-by-play commentary by broadcast legend 
Ralph Sheheen, and in-game replay video will 
feature similar direction to the coverage and 
highlights featured in televised FOX Sports su¬ 
percross coverage. 

The Milestone team has loads of other nice 


surprises in store for supercross fans, primarily 
the addition of QTE-like victory poses that play¬ 
ers can use to showcase their enthusiasm during 
the slow-motion sequences that play out after 
the rider crosses the finish line. These poses and 
actions will be earned and/or unlocked through¬ 
out the course of the game, likely alongside the 
experience and levels gained to stats like brak¬ 
ing, leaning and others. These victory actions 
weren’t available in the limited press demo, but 
the Milestone team was visibly excited about their 
inclusion in the final game. 


Fleshed-out features 


The Compound is also making a return this time 
around, offering players a free-roaming area with 
which to train their riders and upgrade their abili¬ 
ties. Unlike in the previous game, the Compound 
will be unlocked and available right from the 
get-go for no added charge. Within the Compound, 
multiple players can join in together for some 
simple riding fun or to participate in instanced 
events, with four discrete circuits, destructible 
environments and dynamic weather options as 
well as a day/night cycle helping to keep the action 
fresh across multiple sessions. Players can also opt 
to create their own tracks, if they so choose, using 
the game’s robust track editor. 

Though minor, there are still several other 
tweaks and features that are worth noting: tracks 
appear to have a higher degree of deformation 
than before, giving players more incentive to stick 
to lines and ruts. There’s also the option to use 
the new Flow Aid to keep track of ideal lines over 
ramps, and the third-person camera distance set¬ 
ting can be adjusted and saved for later use, even 
when cycling through the various first- and third- 
person perspectives. Finally, newcomers will be 
happy to learn that “Monster Energy Supercross 
2” will also include a full-featured tutorial system 
to help them understand the basics before drop¬ 
ping straight into the dirt. 

Happily, Milestone’s detailed approach to 
riding physics and realism has not been lost in 
the latest release. Hardcore fans can still expect 
to manually work front and rear brakes, clutch 
and shifter in order to chase a pole position, but 
most of these options — and several more — can 
be automated for players who desire more of an 
arcade-type racing feel. 

In addition, the shift to the Unreal Engine 4 
gives a clear boost to the game’s graphics, and 
should not only provide a more solid foundation 
for overall realism, but will allow for greater com¬ 
patibility across a range of consoles. 

Milestone is aiming to release “Monster 
Energy Superross 2: The Official Videogame” 
for PlayStation 4, Xbox One, PC, and Nintendo 
Switch on Feb. 8. 

Online: supercrossthegame.com 



Many more game reviews at stripes.com/games 
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Left: Three 
cherubs carved 
from wood hold 
up the pulpit in 
the Duomo di 
San Andrea in 
Portogruaro. 


Below: The 
Adriatico 2 mall 
is less than a 
half-hour’s drive 
from Aviano Air 
Base. It features 
a Carrefour 
supermarket, food 
court and more 
than 100 stores. 





Old meets new 


Portogruaro combines historical buildings, 
modern shopping close to Aviano Air Base 



Top: Portogruaro city hall is located near 
the Italian city’s cathedral and features 
a plaza with a statue dedicated to those 
who lost their lives in war. 

Above left: The Lemene river winds its 
way through downtown Portogruaro. 

Above: Frescoes dating from the 14th 
century decorate the interior of the 
Chiesa di San Giovanni. 

Photos by Kent HARRis/Stars and Stripes 


By Kent Harris 

Stars and Stripes 

P lenty of Americans assigned to 

Aviano Air Base know the Italian 
city of Portogruaro because of where 
it leads. 

It’s where the A28 autostrada, the closest 
highway to the base, ends and connects to the 
A4. And it’s roughly halfway to Venice and 
beach resorts such as Caorle and Lido. 

But the city of about 25,000 is more than 
just a landmark, especially for those driving 
to the beach when rain starts to fall on the 
windshield. 

One reason is its shopping. There are 
larger malls farther away in Udine and Vil- 
lesse and smaller ones closer to Aviano, such 


as Meduna outside Pordenone. 

But Adriatico 2 is only about 24 miles from 
the base via the A28 and contains more than 
100 shops and a food court that offers a few 
international options for those — gasp — 
tired of Italian food. And, yes, that includes 
Burger King in the mall and McDonald’s 
close by. 

It’s also got a Carrefour supermarket. The 
French chain has a large selection of Euro¬ 
pean foods not available at the commissary. 

There are far older reasons to visit as well. 
Portogruaro’s official founding dates back 
almost 1,000 years, and the old center has a 
handful of interesting buildings. Unsurpris¬ 
ingly, several of them are churches. Check 
out the fading frescoes in the Chiesa di San 


Giovanni or the sculptures (stone and 
wood) in the Duomo di San Andrea. 

City hall is located near the cathedral 
in Piazza Republica in a Gothic structure 
that dates back to the 13th century. 

If all that’s not enough, Portogruaro is 
home to something unique. A local com¬ 
pany named Acco built a huge bulldozer 
it planned to export to Libya. Thanks to 
sanctions, it never made it. The company 
no longer exists. But local gardening sup¬ 
plier Bejafior decided to preserve the 18- 
ton vehicle — touted as the largest tracked 
bulldozer in the world — by hauling it to 
its grounds. It’s currently parked under 
an overpass to provide some shelter. 

harris.kentdistripes.com 


ON THE QT 

DIRECTIONS 

Portogruaro is about 24 miles 
from Aviano Air Base, located 
where the A28 autostrada ends at 
the A4 autostrada. It’s a stretch 
of the A28 that’s toll-free. It’s 
about an hour from Vicenza. 
Follow the brown and yellow 
“Centro Commerciale” signs to 
the Adriatico 2 mall just minutes 
from the A28. 

TIMES 

Vary for the churches depend¬ 
ing on the time of year. The mall 
is open from Monday through 
Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

COSTS 

Free parking on the outskirts of 
the downtown area and around 
the mall. There is no admission 
fee for the city’s churches. You 
might be able to persuade some¬ 
one to let you climb on the Acco 
bulldozer if you ask nicely and 
buy something from the Bejafior 
garden store. 

FOOD 

There are dozens of restaurants 
in the downtown area. The mall 
has a food court with more inter¬ 
national fiair/fare: Asian, Middle 
Eastern, German and Burger 
King. 

INFORMATION 

The tourist office is located in the 
city hall on Piazza Republica off 
Corso Martini di Liberia in the 
downtown area. Some English 
spoken. Phone: 0421-277208. 
Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday. 

The mall website: adriatico2.it 

— Kent Harris 





























Page 28 




Stars and Stripes 


Friday, November 2,2018 


WEEKEND: TRAVEL 



Book smart when looking for lodging in Europe 


I used to travel with absolutely no 
hotel reservations. Europe 30 years 
ago was relatively ramshackle, 
things were cheaper, and because 
fewer people could afford to travel for fun, 
I faced much less competition for budget 
rooms. I could make decisions on the go, 
show up in a new town, and improvise my 
accommodations. But the tourism boom 
and rise of the internet have changed 
everything. Today, booking hotels in 
advance is a critical part of trip planning 
— and a fun way to tap into the local scene 
before you even leave home. 

If flexibility isn’t a concern, book your 
rooms as soon as your itinerary is set. 

To get my pick of characteristic, fam¬ 
ily-run hotels in the heart of a town, I 
reserve several weeks — or even months 
— in advance. It’s especially important to 
reserve as early as possible for stays that 
fall on holidays, during big festivals and in 
peak season. In popular cities — such as 
London, Paris, Madrid and Venice — it’s 
smart to book far in advance year-round. 

While a trusted guidebook remains the 
best place to start your search for a great 
place to stay, online tools such as book¬ 
ing sites and user reviews have improved 
some aspects of hotel hunting. Take 
advantage of their pluses — and be wise to 
their downsides. 

Booking sites 

Hotel booking websites, such as Book- 
ing.com and Hotels.com, offer one-stop 
shopping for hotels. While convenient for 
travelers, they present a real problem for 
small, independent, family-run hotels. 
Without a presence on these sites, these 
hotels become almost invisible. But to be 
listed, a hotel must pay a sizable commis¬ 
sion ... and promise that its own website 
won’t undercut the price on the booking- 
service site. 

Here’s the workaround: Use the big 



Dominic Arizona BoNuccELu/Ricksteves.com 


Do your research on the big aggregator sites, but then book directly with a family-run 
hotel for a glimpse into the local European culture. 


sites to research what’s out there, then 
book direct with the hotel by email or 
phone, in which case owners are free to 
give you whatever price they like. I usu¬ 
ally ask for a room without the commis¬ 
sion mark-up (or for a free breakfast or a 
free upgrade). Hoteliers are more likely to 
accommodate any 
special needs or 
requests if you’re 
in touch with 
them directly. 

If you do book 
online, be sure 
to use the hotel’s 
website. The price 
will likely be the 
same as via a 
booking site, but 
your money goes 
to the hotel, not to agency commissions. 

As a savvy consumer, remember: When 
you book with an online booking service, 
you’re adding a middleman who takes 
roughly 20 percent. To support small, 
family-run hotels whose world is more 
difficult than ever, book direct. I prefer 
that my hardworking hosts pocket the full 
value of my stay. 

User reviews 

User-generated review sites and apps 
such as Yelp and TripAdvisor can give you 
a range of opinions about everything from 
hotels and restaurants to sights and night¬ 
life. If you scan reviews of a hotel and see 
several complaints about noise or a rotten 
location, you’ve gained insight that can 
help in your decision-making. 

With any crowdsourcing platform, take 
the reviews with a grain of salt — and 
watch out for fake reviews. Keep in mind 
that a user-generated review is based on 
the limited experience of one person, who 
stayed at just one hotel in a given city and 
ate at a few restaurants there. Though 


these evaluations aren’t always the most 
well-informed or objective, they can still 
be helpful to gauge the amenities, service 
and quirks of a place. If something is well 
reviewed in a reliable guidebook — and it 
also gets good online reviews — it’s likely 
a winner. 

Short-term rental sites 

Rental juggernaut Airbnb (along with 
other short-term rental sites) allows 
travelers to rent rooms and apartments 
directly from locals, often providing 
more value than a cookie-cutter hotel. 
Airbnb fans appreciate feeling part of 
a real neighborhood and getting into a 
daily routine as “temporary Europeans.” 
Depending on the host, staying in an 
Airbnb can provide an opportunity to get 
to know a local person, while keeping the 
money spent on your accommodations in 
the community. 


But critics view Airbnb as a threat 
to “traditional Europe,” saying it cre¬ 
ates unfair, unqualifled competition for 
established guesthouse owners. In some 
places, the lucrative Airbnb market has 
forced traditional guesthouses out of busi¬ 
ness and is driving property values out of 
range for locals. Some cities have cracked 
down on the trend — many now require 
owners to occupy rental properties part 
of the year, and often stage disruptive 
“inspections” that inconvenience guests. 

As a lover of Europe, I share the worry 
of those who see residents nudged aside 
by tourists. But as an advocate for travel¬ 
ers, I appreciate the value and cultural 
intimacy Airbnb provides. 

Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) writes 
European travei guidebooks and hosts travel 
shows on public television and public radio. Email 
him at rickdiricksteves.com and follow his blog on 
Facebook. 



Rick Steves 


TOP TRAVEL PICKS 


Courtesy of rheingau.de 

The Kappeskerb celebrates regional specialties such as sauerkraut, 
wine and art through Monday. The vintner’s parade is Saturday. 


Volksfest in EItville 
celebrates cabbage 

It wasn’t so long ago that the 
coming of winter in northern Eu¬ 
rope meant the only vegetables 
in an average person’s diet would 
be restricted to those that could 
be stored, pickled or otherwise 
preserved. 

EItville, Wiesbaden’s stately 
suburb perched on the Rhine, 
celebrates the winter staple 
of fermented cabbage, better 
known as sauerkraut, through 
Nov. 5. The Kappeskerb, with a 
pedigree dating as far back as 
1654, is not only one of the oldest 
but also one of the latest festivals 
of the Rheingau area. A famed 
wine-growing region, the reds, 
whites and sparkling gifts of the 
vine will be in ample supply here 
as well. 

The staple elements of this tra¬ 
dition-rich folk fest include the 
wine village set up near the train 
station, an artist’s market in 
the castle and a park with a few 
rides. A vintner’s parade makes 
its way through the pretty streets 
of the Old Town from 3 p.m. Nov. 
3. Festivities end with a bang at 
9 p.m. Nov. 5, when a fireworks 
display lights up the skies. 

Entry to the Kappeskerb 
is free. Online: tinyurl.com/ 
y8b4xd9e 



Karen Bradbury 


Read more about things to do I 
in the Europe Traveler blog: I 

stripes.com/blogs/europe-traveler 


Walk the plank 
to Zurich’s wine fest 

While sampling wines in at¬ 
mospheric venues from cellars to 
vineyards is commonplace these 
days, Zurich, Switzerland, holds 
its great annual tasting event in 
a truly unique setting: aboard 
12 ships docked on the lake that 
shares its name with the city. 

Through Nov. 15, Expovina of¬ 
fers experts and amateurs alike 
the chance to sample more than 
4,000 types of wine from more 
than 120 participating vintners 
and wine dealers. 

The 65th edition of this event 
highlights the red wines of 2015, 
which are just now coming into 
their own. Harvests in both 


the Old and New worlds were 
reputed to be excellent that year. 
Swiss whites from the previous 
year, a small but promising har¬ 
vest, will also be uncorked amid 
great expectation. Among the 
many wines to try are the win¬ 
ners of gold and silver medals 
from Zurich’s prestigious annual 
wine competition held several 
months previously. 

This year, Expovina will 
spotlight the wines of Georgia. 
With 8,000 years of wine-making 
tradition to look back upon, it’s 
widely considered the oldest 
wine-making country in the 
world. More than 20 Georgian 
producers are on hand to pour 
their vibrant offerings, including 
those aged underground in the 
amphora-like clay vessels known 
as kvevri. 

When hunger strikes, guests 
can indulge in Swiss specialties 
such as fondue or raclette or opt 
for the more international meat, 
fish and pasta offerings, all avail¬ 
able on board the ships. 

Admission to Expovina costs 
25 Swiss Francs, around $25. 

The price includes a catalogue. 
Entry is limited to those age 18 
and over. Those who just want 
to visit the restaurants on board 
can do so free of charge from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Online: expo- 
vina.ch 


Basel’s autumn fun fair 

The Easier Herbstmesse, or 
Basel Autumn Fair, is referred 
to as Switzerland’s oldest and 
largest event of its kind. The 16- 
day extravaganza of rides, foods, 
markets and general merriment 
finds its home in a modern, mul¬ 
ticultural city bordering France, 
Germany and the mighty Rhine. 
This fair with a history dating 
back nearly 550 years attracts 
around a million visitors. 

Already in full swing since 
its opening on Oct. 27, the fair 
sprawls across vast swaths of the 
city. The Muensterplatz offers 


traditional rides and culinary 
treats, while the Rosentalanlage 
has rides, games galore and 
international cuisine. Petersplatz 
and the Haeaefelimaeaert offer 
attractions for smaller kids, flea 
market stalls and a medieval- 
themed fair. The Messehalle 
3 houses a collection of classic 
rides from the 1980s. Adrenalin 
junkies will meet at the Kasem- 
enareal, the site of two new rides 
offering thrills at great heights. 

The fair opens at 11 a.m. daily. 
Most of the fair packs up as of 
Nov. 11; the market on the Peter¬ 
splatz runs through Nov. 13. 

Online: herbstmesse.bs.ch 
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The Adnams Southwold Store and 
Cafe in Southwold, England. Adnams 
was established in 1872 and is best 
known as a brewer of beer in the 
coastal town of Southwold in 
Suffolk, England. 

Photos by William Howard 
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After Hours: England 


By William Howard 

Stars and Stripes 

A S you walk past rows and displays 
of beer, wine, spirits, kitchenware 
and gifts at the Adnams South¬ 
wold Store, you’ll find a cafe full of 
indoor and patio tables. 

The Adnams Cafe best serves as a quick 
stop for a light meal and a drink before 
shopping along Southwold’s High Street or 
exploring the beach and pier. 

You can pick up cold items and baked 
goods on your way to the till, and all hot 
breakfast and lunch meals are delivered to 
your table. 

During my last visit to the cafe with my 
wife, she started with a sausage roll and 
lemonade. I ordered a ploughman’s lunch 
and pint of Broadside, a strong ale that 
commemorates when the English fought the 
Dutch in 1672 off the Southwold coast in the 
Battle of Sole Bay. 

The Adnams Broadside is brewed with 
pale ale, chocolate malt and hops. It’s lightly 
hopped with a spiced fruitcake aftertaste. 
There’s almost no carbonation and it goes 
down very smoothly. 

My wife’s lemonade was, well, lemonade, 
but the sausage roll had a soft, fiaky pastry 
exterior with a mild sausage interior that she 
drenched in Adnams brown sauce. 

Brown sauce is a traditional condiment 
in the U.K., with ingredients varying from 
a combination of tomatoes, molasses, dates, 
apples, tamarind, spices, vinegar and raisins. 

My ploughman’s lunch was a platter of 
meat, cheese, mixed olives, Adnams Broad¬ 
side Chutney, lettuce and half of a baked 
baguette. 

I had to cut the enormous pieces of iceberg 
lettuce lightly dressed with mustard vinai¬ 
grette and sprinkled with sunfiower seeds 
with a fork and knife. 

After the salad portion was out of the way, 

I started having fun mixing bites of the dif¬ 
ferent items together and then refreshing my 
palate with a swig of ale. 

I messed with various fiavor combinations 
of meat, cheese, chutney and olives until 
there was nothing left but bread. 

It was just enough food to fill us up but not 
leave us stuffed for our day trip into South¬ 
wold. 


howard.william@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Howard_Stripes 



Baked goods at the Adnams Southwold Store and Cafe cost from 2 to 3 pounds. 



A traditional Ploughman's lunch of meat, cheese, 
bread and beer. 


A pint of Adnams Broadside. 


ADNAMS SOUTHWOLD 
STORE AND CAFE 


Address: 4 Drayman Square, Vic¬ 
toria Street, Southwold IP18 6GB, 
England. About a 90-minute drive 
from RAF Mildenhall via the All. 
Directions: Follow the All to the 
Norwich Southern Bypass/A47 and 
A146 to Copland Way/B1127, then 
follow the B1127 to Drayman 
Square in Southwold. Closest free 
parking is at the York Road Car 
Park, a short walk from the store. 
Dress: Casual. 


Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays- 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sundays. 
Prices: Breakfast is served until 11 
a.m. and ranges from 1.95 pounds to 
8.95 pounds ($2.55 to $11.70); lunch 
prices range from 8.50-10 pounds 
and baked goods from 2-3 pounds. 
Information: Phone: -f 44 (0) 1502 
727222, email: customerservices® 
adnams.co.uk, website: adnams. 
co.uk/tag/southwold-cafe 

— William Howard 


Scratch the mushy 
stuffing: Make this 
cornbread instead 

America’s Test Kitchen 

Cornbread and sausage stuffing is a 
compelling alternative to the usual bread- 
based dish. But the recipes we tried all 
called for store-bought cornbread, which 
had a fiuffy texture that resulted in mushy 
stuffing. We’d have to make the cornbread 
from scratch. 

Wait until just before baking to combine 
the cornbread with chicken broth, eggs, 
browned sausage and aromatics. 

HOMEMADE CORNBREAD 
DRESSING 

Servings: 10-12 

Start to finish: 3 hours (Active time: 55 
minutes, plus 2 hours to cool) 

Ingredients 

Cornbread: 

2 2/3 cups milk 
V 2 cup vegetable oil 
4 large eggs 

2 cups (10 ounces) cornmeal 
2 cups (10 ounces) all-purpose flour 
4 teaspoons baking powder 

1 teaspoon salt 
Dressing: 

1V 2 pounds bulk pork sausage 

2 onions, chopped flne 

3 celery ribs, chopped flne 

6 tablespoons unsalted butter 

4 garlic cloves, minced 
1 teaspoon ground sage 
1 teaspoon dried thyme 

3 V 2 cups chicken broth 
1 cup half-and-half 

4 large eggs 

V 2 teaspoon salt 

V« teaspoon cayenne pepper 

Directions 

For the cornbread: Adjust oven racks to 
upper-middle and lower-middle positions 
and heat oven to 375 F. Grease and fiour 
13-by-9-inch baking pan. Whisk milk, oil 
and eggs together in bowl. 

In large bowl, combine cornmeal, fiour, 
baking powder and salt. Whisk in milk 
mixture until smooth. Pour batter into 
prepared pan and bake on lower rack until 
golden and toothpick inserted in center 
comes out clean, about 30 minutes. Let 
cool in pan on wire rack, about 2 hours. 

Reduce oven to 250 F. Cut cornbread 
into 1-inch squares. Divide cornbread be¬ 
tween 2 rimmed baking sheets and bake, 
stirring occasionally, until dry, 50 minutes 
to 1 hour. Let cornbread cool completely 
on sheets, about 30 minutes. 

For the dressing: Cook sausage in 12- 
inch nonstick skillet over medium-high 
heat until no longer pink, about 5 minutes; 
transfer to paper towel-lined plate. Pour 
off all but 2 tablespoons fat left in pan. 

Add onions, celery and 2 tablespoons 
butter to fat in pan and cook over medium- 
high heat until vegetables soften, about 
5 minutes. Stir in garlic, sage and thyme 
and cook until fragrant, about 30 seconds. 
Stir in broth, remove from heat, and let 
cool for 5 minutes. 

In large bowl, whisk half-and-half, eggs, 
salt, and cayenne together. Slowly whisk 
in warm broth mixture until incorpo¬ 
rated. Gently fold in dried cornbread and 
sausage. Let mixture sit, tossing occasion¬ 
ally, until cornbread is saturated, about 20 
minutes. 

Heat oven to 375 F. Grease a 13-by- 
9-inch baking pan. Transfer cornbread 
mixture to prepared pan. Melt remaining 
4 tablespoons butter and drizzle evenly 
over top. Bake on upper rack until top is 
golden brown and crisp, 30 to 40 minutes. 
Let cool for 15 minutes and serve. 
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On tiny Linosa in Mediterranean, it's 
easy to embrace the relaxed rhythms 


By Frances D’Emilio 

Associated Press 

T here are no hotels, but 
islanders on Italy’s 
Linosa Island open 
up their simple, gaily 
painted homes to those seeking 
relaxed rhythms. 

No banks either, but there’s 
not a lot money can buy here. 
The sole souvenir shop has a few 
knickknacks. Costs are modest 
for meals made from local ingre¬ 
dients — lentils, eggplant, pep¬ 
pers perhaps, plus the catch of 
the day from the emerald-hued, 
pristine waters surrounding tiny 
Linosa island. 

But stunning natural beauty 
is free and abundant on this ver¬ 
dant paradise that rises up in the 
form of an extinct volcano from 
the Mediterranean seabed. 

Of the many splendid small 
Italian islands that dot the 
Mediterranean waters near Sic¬ 
ily, only Linosa had eluded me. 


vacation after vacation, perhaps 
because it takes some determi¬ 
nation to get here. Unlike some 
other islands, like Pantelleria, 
where Italian VIPs keep summer 
homes, or Lampedusa, known 
for lively nightlife, there are no 
flights from the Italian penin¬ 
sula, no airport. 

To enjoy Linosa’s charms, 
either you take a long ride by 
ferry, or, if waters are calm, 
an infrequent hydrofoil from 
the nondescript Sicilian port 
town of Porto Empedocle. Or 
you make a shorter sea journey 
from Lampedusa, the only other 
inhabited island in the Pelagie 
Archipelago, closer to northern 
Africa than to Sicily. 

This year, in the waning weeks 
of summer, I came, accounting 
by my mere presence for about 5 
percent of sojourners those days 
on Linosa. We swam or snorkeled 
in coves cradled by dramatically 
dark, jagged lava rocks, climbed 
volcanic craters and watched 


sunsets near the black-sand 
beach where loggerhead turtles 
waddle ashore each year to lay 
their eggs. 

On any given day during 
“high” season in July and Au¬ 
gust, there are at most about 50 
holiday-goers who spend a few 
days or so. In September, there 
were some 20 of us, several of 
us solitary travelers. With the 
exception of a French couple and 
myself, all were Italians. 

Those numbers compare to a 
year-round resident population 
of about 300 Linosani, as the 
locals call themselves. In the sole 
town, tidy streets are lined with 
houses in hues of fiery ochre 
trimmed with orange, robin-blue 
highlight by white, or sea green 
with doors framed in red. 

In early morning — afternoon 
temperatures in one of Italy’s 
hottest places can climb into the 
90s in Fahrenheit (in the low to 
mid 30s in Celsius) and feel like 
115 or higher — Linosani come 
out to sweep the tiled sidewalks 
and water potted plants, including 
hibiscus that grow as tall as trees. 

With the cool of the evening, 
Linosani emerge again, parking 
kitchen chairs outside homes to 
chat with neighbors. After a cou¬ 
ple of strolls in the few streets. 


visitors can befriend much of 
Linosa’s population. 

“After a few days, you become 
islanders, too,” said Alberto 
Ramirez, who runs one of the 
two B&Bs on the island and 
whose family has lived here for 
six generations. 

Linosa’s only “night spot” is a 
wine bar, which, on a late sum¬ 
mer Saturday night, closed up 
shop before midnight. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 


Photos by Frances D’Emilio/AP 

Clockwise from top: The sun 
sets behind a colony of greater 
shearwater birds floating at sea 
off the island of Linosa. 

A resident walks along a main 
street in the town of Linosa. 

A cat sits on a flower pot, 
bottom right, along painted 
steps in town. A woman swims 
in a cove of pristine water 
surrounded by volcanic rock 
formations on the island of 
Linosa, some 103.5 miles south 
of Sicily, southern Italy. 
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Ramirez recalled a couple who 
lodged by him recently telling 
him, ‘“Linosa’s not for us; it’s too 
tranquil.’” 

“Here you come to relax, go to 
the sea, maybe have an ‘aperi¬ 
tive’ in the evening,” Ramirez 
said. “There’s no disco.” 

On maps, Linosa resembles a 
roundish speck in the sea. One 
can stroll around the entire 
island, whose coastal perimeter 
measures under 7 miles, in a few 
hours. 

Only residents can bring cars 
on the island during summer, but 
motor scooters and motorized 
bikes can be rented by the day. 
The electric “bici” are a big hit 
as well with Linosani, whose cars 
are easily recognizable because 
the salty sea air corrodes the 
paint. 

Come nightfall in late summer 
or early fall, on the northerly side 
of the island you can hear the 
cries of thousands in a fascinat¬ 
ing feathered colony of greater 
shearwater birds. The bird is 
known as berta maggiore in 
Italian. A large group of them fly 
up and over the Mediterranean 
from Libya and Algeria, their 
cheek pouches full of flsh for 
young chicks that have hatched 
in crannies left by lava rocks 
near the seaside. 

After Linosa’s first modern 
settlement was established, in 
1845, with 30 hardy souls, the 
islanders would eat the birds’ 
eggs, rich in protein. 

Now the birds’ evening rituals 
help feed the island’s economic 
mainstay, tourism. 

Giovanni Grana passionately 
shares with a handful of tourists 
on his plain wooden motorboat 
the details he’s learned about 
shearwater flocks habits from his 
nightly observations. He makes 
the facts of bird life sound like 
poetry. 

“My aim is to make the tour¬ 
ists fall in love with the island,” 
said Grana. 

For a reasonable fee (about 25 
euros, or $29), he takes visitors 
out to sea just before sunset to 
witness an amazing spectacle. 

Like commuters crowding 
their route home, the shearwa¬ 
ters skim the sea in ever-increas¬ 
ing numbers to form “clans” 
that then link together in what 
the Linosani call “rafts,” creat¬ 
ing a sort of a highway of birds 
stretching to what seems to be 
the horizon to await darkness 
before making landfall to check 
on their chicks. 

This fascinating nightly ritual 
is missed by day-trippers who 
come for a quick-look tour, a dip 
in the sea and lunch at port be¬ 
fore catching the late-afternoon 
hydrofoil back to their hotels on 
Lampedusa, some 31 miles away. 

On my last morning, as I 
climbed 600 feet to the top of the 
Mount Volcano crater, church 
bells clanged to gain islanders’ 
attention. Then a booming voice 
informed them by loudspeaker 
that with the mid-morning hy¬ 
drofoil an internist would arrive, 
for anyone needing a doctor. 

I would shortly be leaving 
Linosa, which had seduced me 
with its naturalness and friendli¬ 
ness, on that same hydrofoil, at 
vacation’s end. 

When I reached the dock, some 
150 day-trippers poured out of 
the boat. I promised myself I’d 
be back when I could again have 
Linosa practically all to myself 



Come Experience Germany's 
Finest Beer and Authentic 
German Cuisine 

www.brauhaLS-castel.cle 
OttoSuhr Ring 27 
55252 Mainz-Kastel 
Tel. 06134-24999 
Open daily from 11:00-24:00 


© Hours of Operation: 
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1700-2200 
Wed • ciosed 

Im Gewerbeparki • 92655 Grafenwohr 
Delivery Service • 09641-9367541 
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Phone: 4-49 911 384 382 66 
Untere Zwinger Str 9 NBG 
crazynateswcnn@gmall.conn 
crazynates.de 


Two Locations: 

.. ^ HohenloherstraBe 8 

70435 Stuttgart 

N MarienstraBe 28 
70178 Stuttgart 

TRIPLE B • High Quality Burgers 
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HOTEL 

RESTAURANT 


Vollmoellerstrasse 5 • 70563 
VAIHINGEN - STUTTGART 


Neue Amberger StraBe 39 
92655 Grafenwohr-09641 9369-0 
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Hotel Forsthaus by Garmisch 

Free Breakfast, Family Apartments , 

HotTub, Sauna, Dogs Welcome, 

American/German Owned, 

36 EUR/Person, Double Occupancy, Per Night. 

Tel: 08824-9120 - Email: hotel@forsthaus-oberau.de 
VAT forms accepted! www.forsthaus-oberau.de 


Just 3 Minutes from Rose Barracks 
Amberger Str. 9 - 92249 Vilseck 
E-Mail: hotel-villa@email.de 
Tel.: 4-49 (0)9662/42070 
www.hotel-villa-vilseck.de 


Kirchenthumbacher Str. 36, - 92676 Eschenbach 
Tel.: 4-49 (0)9645-8444 

Email: Hotelamsee@usa.net - www.HotelamSee.de 


STUTTGART 


Liu Asia 

Restaurant & Bar 
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Open daily 
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For food lovers: 

Xi’an, China 

The heart of the original Silk Road was inargu- 
ably the central Chinese city of Chang’an, or 
modern-day Xi’an. In the eighth century, it was 
the largest and most cosmopolitan city in the 
world — a beacon for traders from all corners 
of Asia. Now an international trade hub with 12 
million residents, Xi’an is reclaiming its former 
glory as the eastern terminus of the Belt and 
Road — perhaps no surprise, considering it’s the 
hometown of President Xi Jinping. 

How much time you’ll need: Three to five 
days. 

What to see and do: While most visitors know 
Xi’an for its iconic terra cotta army, there is much 
more to the place. Start at Tang West Market, 
which is said to have been the precise, historic 
start of the old Silk Road; today, it’s a shop¬ 
ping bonanza where you’ll find everything from 
faux antique daggers to jade-bejeweled brass 
pots. Make a pit stop at the Tang West Market 
Museum, which has one of the world’s biggest 
displays of relics from all sides of the Silk Road. 
Then make your way to the city’s Muslim quarter, 
where narrow alleyways are lined elbow-to-elbow 
with traditional shops and street food stalls. 

Be adventurous and try foods you’ve never 
tasted before: spicy camel skewers, wholesome 
quarter-inch-wide biang biang noodles, and 
delicately sweet persimmon doughnuts. Want 
a glimpse of the city’s modern edge? Head to 
Chanba Ecological Zone, a landfill that’s been 
converted into a sparkling new urban area. It’s 
the epicenter of Xi’an’s Belt and Road endeav¬ 
ors and features a massive wetland park that’s 
perfect for boating and birdwatching. 

Where to stay: The five-star Gran Melia Xi’an 
offers all the comforts associated with an interna¬ 
tional brand; the Eastern House Boutique Hotel, 
meanwhile, offers a sleek but still local-feeling 
experience. 


For architecture buffs: 
Uzbekistan 

Uzbekistan’s ancient cities still stand remark¬ 
ably intact — along with their ornate, mosaic¬ 
laden monuments. As a result, this country 
brims with a fascinating sense of history, layers 
of architectural and religious heritage, and a 
global melange of cultural traditions forged over 
millennia. 

Quality hotels are a relatively new prospect 
here, says Bealby. There’s been an uptick in 
creatively designed accommodations tucked into 
old caravansaries — where ancient traders would 
work and sleep — in the old town of Samarkand 
and in the old walled city of Kiva. And the best 
newcomers have been exceptional. “They’re on 
par with anywhere in Paris, London, India, what¬ 
ever you choose to look at,” he exclaims. 

How much time you’ii need: Seven to 10 
days. 

What to see and do: Though you’ll fly in via 
Tashkent, it’s best to connect straight through to 
Samarkand — a 2,500-year-old city 200 miles 
to the capital’s south. There, you can see where 
Genghis Khan sacked the city of Afrosiab in the 
13th century, watch daily life unfold against a 
backdrop of mud-brick Uzbek houses in the 
medieval quarter, and visit such eye-popping 
sites as the 15th century Registan Mosque. Then 
it’s off to Bukhara, a city studded with glisten¬ 
ing turquoise domes, ornate mosques, ancient 
forts, and layer upon layer of living history. It’s 
one of the region’s best-preserved medieval cities 
— with several significant monuments, such as 
the Indian-influenced, four-minaret Char Minar, 
in close proximity to one another. If you still have 
time left, Khiva is your last stop. It’s an incredible 
example of traditional Islamic urban design, and 
its 200-year-old inner fortress, the Itchan Kala, 
will send you traveling back through time. 

Where to stay: In Samarkand, the Grand 
Samarkand offers a sense of Silk Road history 
with modern sensibilities; in Bukhara, Bealby 
recommends either the Minzifa Hotel, the Bibi 
Khanum, or the Malika Bukhara; and in Khiva, 
the character-packed Orient Star Hotel and 
Qosha Darvoza are the best games in town. 


For adventure seekers: 
Azerbaijan 

Many Silk Road destinations claim to be “the 
place where the east meets the west,” but Azer¬ 
baijan has the best geographical claim to that 
title. Just as in antiquity, it remains a place where 
minds from all sorts of far-off lands converge 
— though these days they’re more likely drilling 
for oil or shopping at fashionable boutiques than 
trading wares. The capital, Baku, is somewhat 
like Dubai: It’s ripe with old world charm and 
modern-day glitz, but it’s the adventurous day 
trips waiting just outside the city that you might 
remember most. 

How much time you’ii need: Three to five 
days. 

What to see and do: Baku’s architecture 
spells the capital’s history like an open book. The 
winding streets of the Islamic old city, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, are packed elbow-to-elbow 
with matching stone buildings that date to the 
12th century; some of the original caravansaries 
still stand and have been converted into fine-din¬ 
ing spots. 

The outer city, meanwhile, was built by impe¬ 
rial Russians with impressive Baroque, Gothic 
and postmodern buildings lining massive, gridded 
boulevards. Downtown are skyscrapers pulled 
from a futuristic era. If all those contrasts leave 
you exhausted and feeling you’re gone through 
several wormholes, chill along the revitalized wa¬ 
terfront district, which provides ample lookouts 
where you can sit and relax. 

Then get out of town. From the new port of 
Alat, 40 miles south, you can take a beautiful 
ferry ride across the Caspian Sea to Kazakhstan 
or Turkmenbashi in Turkmenistan. Who do you 
know that has ever done that? And make time 
to hit Gobustan National Park, an hour’s drive 
south from Baku; it has thousands of 5,000- to 
20,000-year-old rock carvings, plus volcanic 
mud pools for therapeutic (and skin-softening) 
soaks. 

Where to stay: Fairmont, JW Marriott and 
Four Seasons all have solid options in town. 


For Europbiles: 

Nortbern Greece 

History buffs who come to Greece think 
first of Zeus, Homer and the Parthenon. But 
another claim to fame is that the country was 
the trailhead for one of the first iterations of the 
Silk Road, dating to Alexander the Great’s con¬ 
quests in the 4th century B.C. Glimmers of that 
legacy remain in the north, in such little-visited 
destinations as Vergina and Soufli. The new Belt 
and Road is emerging as an important narra¬ 
tive here, too, particularly in Piraeus, a bustling 
port city since ancient times. The port itself was 
purchased by the Chinese in 2016 and was sub¬ 
sequently built up to be one of Europe’s busiest 
marine hubs — more than quadrupling the port’s 
container traffic since 2010. 

How much time you’ii need: A week. 

What to see and do: Vergina — which has 
been inhabited since the 3rd millennium B.C. 

— claims historic sites that are outstanding, even 
by Greek standards. It was the first capital of 
ancient Macedonia, lending it a fascinating acrop¬ 
olis, theater and palace. East is Thessaloniki, a 
thriving urban center that served as an ancient 
shipment hub for silk and spices. See how that 
pervades Thessaloniki’s contemporary culture on 
a stroll through Modiano, the city’s predominant 
foodie thoroughfare; sampling its souviaki, gyros, 
cheese and meat-stuffed bougatsa pastries, feta- 
stuffed squid and smoked eggplant will prove 
why this is considered the “gourmet capital of 
Greece.” 

Finish up in the easternmost city of Soufli, 
Greece’s capital of viniculture and silk production. 
Three museums here are dedicated to the Silk 
Road, affirming the legacy of the trade routes 
that still live today. And when you’re done with 
that, you can see the silk trade springing back to 
life in this charming town, where modern work¬ 
shops now supply Greece’s leading designers. 

Where to stay: In Vergina, the rustic but lovely 
Ktima Kalaitzi has its own winery. In Thessa¬ 
loniki, stay in the grand (if slightly dated) Electra 
Palace Thessaloniki or right by the sea at the 
hyper-modern Makedonia Palace. 
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WEEKEND: FOOD & DINING 



Photos by Aya IcHiHASHi/Stars and Stripes 

Cafe Doka Doka, which is located in Onna Village on Okinawa, serves a small menu of Western-influenced fare 
— and it also offers patrons an incredible view overlooking the East China Sea. 


After Hours: Okinawa 


By Aya Ichihashi 

Stars and Stripes 

W henever I’m in the mood for a laid-back after¬ 
noon or evening on Okinawa, I always think 
of Cafe Doka Doka. 

The cozy cafe, which is located near the 
Doka Doka condominium and vacation home complex 
in Onna Village, serves a small menu of Western-influ¬ 
enced fare — and it also offers patrons an incredible view 
overlooking the East China Sea via its outdoor patio. (Not 
surprisingly, the patio tends to be busy when the weather 
is nice.) 

Inside, visitors are greeted with soft jazz music and the 
delicious scent of freshly baked pizza. 

Doka Doka offers diners the choice of two different 
pizzas: A standard margherita pizza (1,450 yen, or about 
$13); and the Doka Doka pizza, which features onion, 
sausage, bell pepper, salami and basil (1,450 yen). The 
pizzas are slightly small at about 9 inches in diameter, 
but are still large enough to share. (During my visit, my 
companions and I opted to order both pizzas and ended 
up with leftovers.) 

What makes Doka Doka’s pizza unique is the crust, 
which is made from toasted wheat and topped with 
seasoning. The crust offers the perfect amount of crunch, 
and I found it hard not to eat every last bite of my slice. 
Not hungry enough for an entire pizza? Then Doka Doka’s 
pizza toast (560 yen) is a nice alternative. 

For those looking for a more hearty meal, Doka Doka 
also offers two rice-based dishes in the form of keema 
curry (1,143 yen), an Indian-inspired dish made from 
ground meat, and taco rice (970 yen), an Okinawan staple 
originally created in the middle of the 20th century to 
cater to the tastes of American soldiers on the island. 

While Doka Doka’s keema curry is advertised as being 
spicy, it was actually quite mild — but anyone averse to 
spicy food might want to exercise some caution when 
ordering. The cafe’s taco rice delivers exactly what it 
promises: Seasoned taco meat, shredded lettuce, cheese 
and tomato served over a bowl of fluffy rice. 

For dessert, diners can choose between cheesecake 
(540 yen) or mango sorbet (943 yen). The cafe also of¬ 
fers a selection of organic coffee (540 yen) and locally 



Much of Cafe Doka Doka’s stylish decor is created by 
artist Akira Tamada, whose pottery studio and gallery is 
located in the same building. 


harvested tea (580 yen), making this the ideal place for a 
quick caffeine flx, too. Beer is also available for 700 yen. 

Much of Cafe Doka Doka’s stylish decor is created by 
artist Akira Tamada, whose pottery studio and gallery 
is located in the same building. Visitors can peruse the 
gallery and Tamada’s pieces while waiting for their meal 
to arrive. 

For crafty island residents, Tamada’s studio also offers 
art classes for 3,000 yen. During a visit a few years ago, I 
made myself a pair of shisa — the famous lion-dog stone 
guardians said to ward off evil from the island. Most Oki¬ 
nawan potters have their own signature take on the shisa, 
and Tamada captures a side of the Okinawan icon that is 
both charming and goofy. 

With its laid-back vibes, delicious food and unique art¬ 
work, Cafe Doka Doka is the perfect place for a relaxing 
afternoon on the island to take in the scenery and enjoy 
everything Okinawa has to offer. 

ichihashi.ayadistripes.com 



Above: The Doka Doka pizza features onion, 
sausage, bell pepper, salami and basil. The 
eatery’s unique crust is made from toasted 
wheat and topped with seasoning. 

Below: Visitors to Cafe Doka Doka can 
peruse artist Akira Tamada’s gallery and 
pottery pieces while waiting for their meal. 


CAFE DOKA DOKA 



Location: 243-1 Maeganeku, Onna Village, Kuni- 
gami District, Okinawa 904-0414 
Directions: From the Camp Foster Legion Gate, 
take the Okinawa Expressway to the Ishikawa Exit 
(Exit 6). Make a right onto Route 73 for roughly 1.5 
miles, then turn right at the fork onto the Route 58 
bypass road. Doka Doka will be on the right side of 
the road. 

Hours: Open Monday through Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. (last order at 6 
p.m.) from October through 
May; and open Monday 

through Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. (last order 
at 7 p.m.) from June 
through September. 
Prices: Pizzas are 
1,450 yen (about 
$13) while other 
dishes range from 
560 yen to 1,143 
yen. Pottery 
classes start at 
3,000 yen. 
Information: do- 


kadoka.jp/cafe 
— Aya Ichihashi 
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Playwright Miranda leading all-star group of investors in effort to revive 

Puerto Rico’s ailing coffee industry ^You don’t call in the Avengers when things are easy. 

You call in the Avengers when things are difficult. 9 


Un-Manuel Miranda 

Pulitzer prize-winning playwright who is of Puerto Rican descent 


By Jim Wyss 

Miami Herald 

T aking a break from con¬ 
quering Broadway, mak¬ 
ing movies and writing 
books, Lin-Manuel Miranda 
tromped up a muddy slope in Puerto 
Rico’s highlands on Oct. 24 assessing 
his next challenge: helping revive the 
island’s ailing coffee industry. 

Miranda is the public face of a mul- 
timillion-dollar, five-year effort that’s 
being spearheaded by The Hispanic 
Federation and includes heavy-hit¬ 
ters like Starbucks, Nespresso and 
the Rockefeller Foundation. 

“These are the ‘Avengers’ of cof¬ 
fee,” he said of the assembled group, 
likening them to a pack of super¬ 
heroes. “And you don’t call in the 
Avengers when things are easy. You 
call in the Avengers when things are 
difficult.” 

The island’s estimated 4,200 
coffee farmers certainly need the 
help. Hurricanes Irma and Maria 
destroyed about 80 percent of the 
harvest last year. 

Under this initiative, the Hispanic 
Federation — which was founded 
by Miranda’s father, Luis — and 
Nespresso are each investing $1 mil¬ 
lion into the project. Starbucks will 
invest another $475,000 and donate 2 
million climate-resistant seeds. The 
Rockefeller Foundation is investing 
$500,000, and TechnoServe, an inter¬ 
national nonprofit with a history of 
supporting the agricultural industry, 
will help implement the project. 


The team has set the bar high. 
William Warshauer, the president of 
TechnoServe, said models suggest 
that coffee production could double 
its pre-hurricane levels within the 
next five years. And small farmers 
could see their profits increase 300 to 
400 percent. 

Puerto Rico’s coffee production 
was collapsing even before last 
year’s twin hurricanes. In 1995, the 
country produced 280,000 quintales 

— or 100-pound sacks — of coffee. 
Last year, before the hurricanes hit, 
production had fallen to just 65,924 
sacks. But despite its decades-long 
struggle, coffee has always had a 
powerful role in the Puerto Rican 
psyche. 

“We’ve always been proud of our 
coffee,” Miranda said, hiking up his 
pant leg to show a small tattoo of a 
coffee cup. 

Miranda — the winner of the Pu¬ 
litzer Prize, a Tony, an Emmy and a 
Grammy for his work on the musicals 
“Hamilton” and “In the Heights” 

— has been a vocal advocate for the 
island and its post-hurricane recov¬ 
ery. His family is from Vega Alta, 
on the northern coast of the island, 
though he lives in New York. 

Visiting Puerto Rico shortly after 
Maria tore through it, he said, he saw 
the denuded and brown landscape 
the storm left behind. 

“You would never think you would 
see winter come to Puerto Rico, but 
that’s what it looked like,” he said. 

The Hispanic Federation, a New 
York-based nonprofit and advo¬ 


cacy group, jumped in to help with 
emergency relief efforts shortly after 
Maria, which is blamed for killing 
nearly 3,000 people, destroying huge 
swaths of the island, causing months 
of blackouts and worsening an al¬ 
ready perilous economic situation. 

Puerto Rico’s deeper structural 
problems were inescapable, said 
Jose Calderon, the organization’s 


president. That a fertile and tropical 
island has to import 80 percent of its 
food illustrates the dysfunction. 

That situation “is the bigger task 
for us,” he said. “How do we re-imag- 
ine Puerto Rico? How do we make 
this a place that can provide for its 
people and work for its people?” 
Helping revive the coffee industry is 
part of that larger vision, he said. 



Lin-Manuel Miranda 
shows a coffee cup 
pi' tattoo he got on his 
leg in support of 
Puerto Rican coffee 
farmers, during a walking 
tour in Jayuya last week. 

Photos by Pedro Portal/TNS 
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ALONG FOR THE RIDE 



T hey’re aboard because they 

love trains: The pilot from New 
Orleans, the computer consultant 
from New Jersey, the retired 
tax lawyer from Florida, the computer 
accounting consultant from Queens and 
his mother, the retired corporate execu¬ 
tive, the computer scientist from Florida’s 
Space Coast. 

For the past decade, these one-time 
strangers — all train geeks — have made 
several cross-country trips together on 
Amtrak. They talk trains and gossip along 
the way as an extended, traveling family 
of sorts. By the end of their most recent 
trip, they’d lose a member. 

They came together through two train 
fan websites, discussions about rail travel 
leading to group trips on a mode of trans¬ 
portation that, though well past its heyday, 
still accounts for almost 32 million annual 
trips. 

Chris Wyatt, a 35-year-old pilot from 
New Orleans, joined the online forums 
more than a decade ago and went on his 
first trips with the train groups a short 
time later. 

“It’s nice to talk to someone who shares 
my same hobby,” he says. “Otherwise, I 
would be taking these trips by myself I’ve 
made lifelong friendships.” 

For many train group members, meet¬ 
ing one another in person is strange after 
interacting online. 

“Some people who had a strong online 


personality had, in person, a very timid 
personality,” Penny Jacobs said. 

On their regular train trips. New Jersey 
computer consultant Kevin Korell, 58, 
serves as informal recording secretary, 
logging the exact arrival and departure 
times at each station. 

Jacobs, a 65-year-old Florida attorney 
and fitness nut, is known for walking up 
and down the length of the trains, an 
in-transit substitute for her regular yoga 
classes. 

The sleeping car of fellow Floridian 
Dick McCauley, a retired corporate ex¬ 
ecutive, often serves as a social hub before 
dinner because, as a disabled-accessible 
room, it has more space than the other 
compartments. 

Jishnu Mukerji, a retired computer 
scientist from Melbourne, Fla., just likes 
to read and watch the 
scenery. 

Alan Burden, a 57-year- 
old computer accounting 
consultant from Queens, 

N.Y., always listened to 
radio communications 
on his scanner and could 
answer any of the travel¬ 
ers’ questions if a train 
unexpectedly stopped or 
backed up. 

Burden was one of 
the first members of the 
Amtrak Unlimited website 
and often planned the 


gatherings. He loved helping strangers on 
the street figure out New York’s intricate 
transit system. His thorough knowledge 
of railroads earned him a devoted online 
following. 

“His answers were always detailed and 
eloquently written,” said Anthony Rizos, 
who created the site in 1997. Rizos, now 
an airline executive, had fallen in love 
with trains during a West Coast trip and 
launched the forum as a precocious 10- 
year-old. 

Amtrak Unlimited members hold an¬ 
nual three-day get-togethers, dubbed The 
Gathering, riding local transit in different 
cities and topping it off with a big dinner 
for three dozen or so members. 

The smaller On Track On Line, launched 
in the 1990s, attracts hardcore train lovers 
more famihar with railroad operations. Its 
members take two trips a 
year: a long weekend usu¬ 
ally in January and a longer 
trip — a week or more 
— in the summer, known as 
Railfest. 

Korell, who collected 
train schedules in the days 
before the internet allowed 
him to put trips together 
online, meticulously plans 
Railfest each year and 
emails down-to-the-minute 
train schedules to his 10 or 
so fellow travelers. 

“I like to make these 


fantasy trips,” said Korell, who gravitates 
toward cities with newly opened rail lines. 

“I put these fantasy trips together and then 
decide if this will be good for the group.” 

This summer, the train aficionados trav¬ 
eled to New Orleans and Houston. Wyatt, 
Burden and his mother, Grace, started 
in New York and picked up the others in 
Washington. It would be Burden’s last 
train ride. 

The group had gathered in the dining 
car on the Crescent line leg to New Or¬ 
leans, and Burden hadn’t shown up. 

Retired attorney Jacobs texted Burden 
in his sleeping car to ask if he was coming. 
He texted back: “Quite possibly having a 
heart attack.” 

“Really?” Jacobs texted. “No joke,” 
Burden replied. 

Jacobs said she jumped up and ran to 
get a train attendant, who notified the 
conductor. A dining room attendant who 
had trained as a paramedic rushed to 
Burden’s room. The conductor stopped the 
train at a crossing in rural Alabama and 
paramedics arrived, taking Burden to a 
nearby hospital where he died. 

Knowing Burden wouldn’t want the trip 
interrupted, Railfest members, more som¬ 
ber than usual, continued to New Orleans 
and Houston. 

A month later, at Burden’s memorial 
service in Pennsylvania, his train friends 
came from across the country. Fittingly, 
most arrived by rail. 


Jishnu Mukerji, right, 
and Penny Jacobs wait 
to board an Amtrak 
train in Orlando, Fla., 
in August. Mukerji 
and Jacobs became 
friends from online 
train forums that 
bring rail enthusiasts 
together for trips 
around the U.S. 

Mike Schneider/AP 
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“Boo’d Up” went 
to No. 5 on the 
Billboard Hot 100. 


Lionel Hahn, Abaca Press/TNS 


R&B artist Ella Mai follows smash single with whirlwind promotion of debut album 


By Mikael Wood 

Los Angeles Times 

I n the space of one week last month, 
Ella Mai performed at the American 
Music Awards in Los Angeles, flew to 
New York to appear on “The Tonight 
Show,” opened two concerts for 
Bruno Mars in Tulsa, Okla., returned 
to L.A. for an album-release party, went back 
to New York to do a pair of high-profile radio 
interviews, then jumped on a red-eye flight so 
she could be here to finish moving from her 
apartment into a new house. 

“It’s been ... a lot,” the young R&B singer 
originally from England said over a cup of 
tea around 10 one recent evening. Nestled at 
a comer table in a Glendale, Calif, cafe, she 
wore sweats and a baggy Supreme hoodie, her 
hair pulled into a tight bun atop her head. 

“But I think I work really well under pres¬ 
sure. If I know I have to nail it. I’ll make sure 
I do.” 

Mai, 23, is doing all she can to capitalize on 
a moment. This past summer, her hit single 
“Boo’d Up” — a tender but funky ode to some¬ 
one who makes her feel like she’s “touching 
the ceiling” — went to No. 5 on Billboard’s 
Hot 100 chart, racking up hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of streams on YouTube and Spotify (and 
spawning remixes by Nicki Min^j and T-Pain, 
among others). 

She’s just released her excellent self-titled 
debut album, which comes as she’s playing 
occasional arena dates with Mars and putting 
herself in front of members of the Recording 
Academy, whose votes for Grammy nomina¬ 
tions are due by the end of October. 

Yet what’s remarkable about “Ella Mai,” 
given this breathless promotional workload, is 
how un-frenzied it sounds. 

Produced mostly by the L.A.-based Mus¬ 



‘I think 
I work really 
well under 
pressure. 

If I know 
I have to nail 
it, I’ll make 
sure I do.’ 

Ella Mai 

on her busy schedule surrounding 
the promotion of “Ella Mai” (above) 



tard (known for his collaborations with YG 
and Ty Doha Sign), the album might be 
2018’s most assured debut, with Mai’s coolly 
understated vocals over glistening midtempo 
grooves that gently modernize R&B textures 
from the 1980s and ’90s. 

Songs such as “Trip,” “Good Bad” and 
“Gut Feeling” present a calm and collected 
woman in touch with her desires and with 
her creative strengths; there’s nothing overly 
solicitous or eager to please about the music, 
even when Mai is singing, as in “Boo’d Up,” 
about the thrill of being caught up in the 
rapture, as one clear forebear, Anita Baker, 
famously put it. 

After a stretch in which R&B was defined to 
some extent by darkness and drama — think 
of the Weeknd or Frank Ocean — Mai isn’t 
the only young artist taking a softer, slightly 
sunnier approach. Daniel Caesar and H.E.R. 
are often mentioned alongside Mai, who 
drafted the latter to duet with her on “Gut 
Feeling.” (John Legend, something of a scene 
elder at 39, also appears on the album, as does 
Chris Brown.) 

Of these fresh talents, Mai seems best 
positioned for lasting success — a destiny 
Mustard said he could envision the first time 
he heard her sing “Ooh Child” by the Five 
Stairsteps, familiar to many as the basis for 
2Pac’s early-’90s rap hit “Keep Ya Head Up.” 

“She did this one note,” the producer said, 
“and I was just like, ‘This is fire.’” 

Mustard came across Mai’s rendition of 
“Ooh Child” on Instagram, where she’d been 
posting brief covers of beloved tunes between 
classes at a London music college. 

The do-it-yourself strategy followed an 
earlier flame-out on the UK. edition of “The 
X Factor.” 

As on her album, desperation plays no part 
in the performances she put online; to watch 


them now is to glimpse the natural confidence 
of someone bom to sing. 

Mai signed to Mustard’s 10 Summers label 
in 2015 and soon moved to L.A. Together, they 
made a string of EPs that attracted interest, 
although “Boo’d Up” was hardly a hit right 
out of the gate. Mai released the song in early 
2017, then waited more than a year for it to 
catch on with radio stations. 

Today, the singer says she’s glad it hap¬ 
pened that way, since she was already deep 
into work on her album when “Boo’d Up” took 
off—which meant she didn’t have to scram¬ 
ble for more material to meet the demand for 
a follow-up single. (“Trip” came out in August 
and quickly topped Billboard’s R&B chart.) 

She also talks about her pride in having 
tailored “Ella Mai” to her own specifications 
rather than to the imagined demands of the 
marketplace. She wanted to make songs that 
felt specific and relatable at the same time; 
she wanted to channel an old-fashioned spirit 
— the memory of stuff she grew up listening 
to with her mother — while keeping up to date 
with current styles. 

And in addition to working with Mustard, 
who describes Mai’s sound as “skating-rink 
music” for its good vibes, she was determined 
to go into the studio with Bryan-Michael Cox, 
the veteran R&B producer behind hits by 
Usher and Mary J. Blige. 

“We were there for ages because I just 
wanted to pick his brain about everything 
he’s experienced,” she said, with a laugh, 
of their session, which yielded the sensual 
“Dangerous.” 

Mai remembered asking him about work¬ 
ing with Danity Kane and with Aaliyah—just 
two favorites of an obsessive music lover 
whose flair for detail informs her vivid vocal 
performances. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 37 
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Lukas Graham 

3 (The Purple Album) 

(Warner Bros.) 

The new Lukas Graham 
album opens with the 
band attending funerals of 
their friends and the lead 
singer offering this hope 
for survivors: “I pray you 
won’t reach for that rope.” 
Things don’t get much 
happier from there for the 
Danish band. 

Frontman Lukas Forch- 
hammer, whose optimistic 
“7 Years” was a huge hit in 
2016, has crafted an album 
of regret and moodiness 
with the 10-track “3 (The 
Purple Album),” a record 
also largely shorn of the 
upbeat tempos and hip-hop 
elements that made his last 
album so successful. This 
is a truly melancholy Dane. 

Many of the tracks are 
simple piano-driven senti¬ 
mental ballads that employ 
religious imagery and 
extend his love for leaning 
on gospel. They might be 
well-constructed but none 
are overly exciting. It turns 
out that fun songs like 
“Mama Said” from the last 
album masked a sensitive 
balladeer. 

Much has changed in 
Forchhammer’s life in 
the past few years — his 
father’s death, the birth of 
a daughter and Grammy 
nominations — and all that 
is baked into the album. 
He’s looking back a lot 

— and not always happily. 
One song is even titled 
“Unhappy.” It’s one of the 
most upbeat, seriously. 

On “Everything That 
Isn’t Me” — a swelling, 
orchestral-backed bal¬ 
lad that’s designed to get 
us to wave our lighters in 
the air — Forchhammer, 
in his trademark rap-like 
cadence, apologizes for not 
being a better brother, son 
and lover. “I could apolo¬ 
gize forever,” he sings. 
Elsewhere, Forchhammer 
often laments being away 
on the lonely road — “Is it 
worth it when daddy can’t 
dry your tears?” he sings in 
“Lullaby.” 

When he looks up, Forch¬ 
hammer doesn’t see hu¬ 
manity doing much better, 
with the band suggesting 
that “If life’s another game 
of chess / We lost a couple 
pieces” on “You’re Not the 
Only One (Redemption 
Song),” which mourns Bob 
Marley and John Lennon. 

Even the album’s name 
and purple-painted cover 

— a nude woman sur¬ 
rounded by open bottles 

— seems to indicate a cool, 
glum bent from the band 
this time. Forchhammer is 
clearly working out a lot of 
personal stuff on “3,” but 
it’s an album that largely 
leaves the listener, well, 
bummed out. 

— Mark Kennedy 
Associated Press 


Edie Brickell 
& New Bohemians 

Rocket (Verve Forecast) 

Edie Brickell’s first new re¬ 
cord since 2006 with her origi¬ 
nal band. New Bohemians, is a 
triumphant return for an artist 
who never really left. 

“Rocket” reunites Brickell 
with the band that broke onto the 
scene in 1988 with the Top 10 hit 
“What I Am” but released only 
three records in the 30 years 
since then. Brickell went on to a 
solo career, married Paul Simon 
and more recently collaborated 
with Steve Martin on a pair of 
bluegrass records and the Broad¬ 
way musical “Bright Star.” 

The New Bohemians remained 
close, playing one-off shows 
over the years, eyeing the right 
time to record again. Brickell 
promises “Rocket” is the start 
of a renewed commitment to the 
band, with more records to come. 

That’s great news. 

Their joy in recording together 
again is clear on “Rocket,” a 
record that touches on a variety 
of musical styles with ease. 

Brickell’s effervescent vocals 
never sounded better than with 
the New Bohemians backing her. 
How fun is it to hear Brickell 
singing “Superman, Spider-Man, 
Batman, you’re the man” on “Su¬ 
perhero”? It’s a standout track 
with an infectious, freight-train 
chugging guitar riff from Kenny 
Withrow. 

The answer to the question 
posed by the first single, “What 
Makes You Happy,” is clear for 
Brickell and the New Bohemians. 
You can hear it, too, by listening 
to “Rocket.” 

— Scott Bauer 
Associated Press 


Kurt Vile 

Bottle It In (Matador Records) 

Perhaps you can’t get Kurt 
Vile to stand still. 

Vile co-founded The War on 
Drugs and promptly quit after 
the formidable band’s debut 
album release, setting out for 
a solo career. Now we find him 
ambling around the country and 
recording just enough fine music 
to deliver “Bottle It In,” an ac¬ 
cessible guitar-fueled foray into 
the things that give him artistic 
pause and push him forward. 

Vile is inventive throughout 
the 13-song album, leaning on 
a lazy lilt of electric guitar to 
provide the background to his 
playful lyrics. “Check Baby” 
buzzes with energy as Vile sings 
about taking the stage and prep- 
ping to play music. A song about 
preparing to play songs is Vile at 
his finest. 

Then there are the calmer 
offerings, such as “Mutinies,” 
on which we find Vile backed 
by Sonic Youth’s Kim Gordon. 

On this track Vile sings about 
controlling urges in his mind, 
rebuffing them with pills where 
applicable. 

The centerpiece here is the 
nine-plus-minute “Bassack- 
wards.” It’s psychedelic and 
indeed backwards (stabs of 
guitar sound magically reversed 
at times) and upside down and 
addresses how Vile says he sees 
the world. This is an accom¬ 
plished release and should earn 
Vile some new fans and assure 
his longtime followers that he’s 
on top of his game. 

— Ron Harris 
Associated Press 


FROM PAGE 36 

Mai is similarly gratified to have collaborated with Brown 
in “Whatchamacallit,” a throbbing duet about a passionate but 
vaguely defined relationship. (“It ain’t cheating,” they sing in 
harmony, “It’s a whatchamacallit.”) 

Yet some have questioned Mai’s choice to feature the polar¬ 
izing R&B star, who pleaded guilty to assaulting Rihanna in 
2009, on an album that otherwise seems to emphasize an idea of 
womanly self-reliance. 

“I knew it would come,” she said of the criticism. “But I’ve 
been a Chris Brown fan since I was 11 years old. A lot of how 
I sing, stylistically and melody-wise, is from him. So to me, it’s 
about the music. 

“Not that what people do outside of music isn’t important 
— it’s very important,” she went on. “But people forget that ev¬ 
eryone is human and everyone makes mistakes. There’s a whole 
lot of people in the industry that have done stuff that...” 

She trailed off, then added, “Everyone’s morals and values 
are different. And if we really got down to the nitty-gritty, then 
no one would work with anyone.” 

Asked if the criticism bothered her, she shook her head slowly 
and considered a paradox it takes some artists years to grasp: 
that a thick skin is no less crucial in her line of work than the 
ability to feel. 

“There’s nothing anyone can catch me out on, because I’m 
just genuinely speaking to people,” she said. “For me, the artist 
Ella Mai and myself as Ella Mai — it’s the same.” 


Ty Segall 

Fudge Sandwich (In the Red) 


Some people make playlists of 
their favorite songs, some folks’ 
closets are full of mixtapes and 
some still make compilations 
on CD for themselves or their 
friends. Not Ty Segall, who takes 
a much more hands-on approach 
and has used his music collection 
as inspiration to record “Fudge 
Sandwich,” gathering a handful 
of tracks from the late ’60s to 
early ’70s that have influenced 
him over the years. 

It all starts with a menac¬ 
ing version of “Low Rider,” 

War’s hot-rod anthem, sounding 
straight out of a post-apocalyptic 
car movie, followed by an accu¬ 
rate although not reverential take 
on the Spencer Davis Group’s 
“I’m a Man.” On John Lennon’s 
“Isolation,” one of the former 
Beatle’s soul-baring “us vs. 
them” songs, Segall substitutes 
rancid-sounding guitars for the 
original’s piano parts and makes 
full use of his vocal similari¬ 
ties with the Liverpudlian. That 
same Lennon-like vocal, added 
to even more distorted guitars, 
makes Funkadelic’s “Hit It and 
Quit It” even more agonizing. 

Segall’s guitar tones get much 
praise and there’s a whole cata¬ 
log of them on hand, but it’s his 
drumming that stands out here, 
expertly shifting from rock to 
prog to punk and back again. 

Rudimentary Peni’s “Rotten 
to the Core,” from 1983, is the 
“newest” song on the album, the 
London band’s diatribe against 
Johnny Rotten and Joe Strum- 
mer and a warning to fans that 
“rock stars deal in money not 
truth,” while Segall turns The 
Dils’ frantic “Class War” into 
passionate power-pop. 

Segall says “Fudge Sandwich” 
was made just for fun, and that’s 
exactly what you’ll have listening 
to it. 

— Pablo Gorondi 

Associated Press 


Greta Van Fleet 


Anthem of the Peaceful Army 
(Lava/Republlc) 


There’s a whole lotta Led Zep¬ 
pelin in Greta Van Fleet, but they 
haven’t yet found their Stairway. 

On its debut album, “Anthem 
of the Peaceful Army,” the 
Michigan quartet channels Led 
Zeppelin and ’70s-style old- 
school classic rock with scary 
precision, on tracks like “When 
the Curtain Falls,” “’Watching 
Over” and “Lover Leaver (Taker 
Believer).” 

They have Zep’s sound down 
so perfectly that it’s not hard 
to imagine you’re listening to 
Jimmy Page playing slide guitar 
or a jangly acoustic piece. 

The big difference here is in 
the songwriting: While Greta 
Van Fleet have rightly generated 
a huge buzz as an up-and-com¬ 
ing young band that convincingly 
plays old-school hard rock, they 
have yet to take that crucial next 
step and write a rock anthem 
that burns its way into your brain 
with just one listen. 

There’s no “Whole Lotta Love” 
or “Heartbreaker” riff here 
— yet — to cement Greta Van 
Fleet’s place in rock history. But 
they’ve got the foundation and 
the talent to support the next 
great classic rocker, whenever it 
might arrive. 

— Wayne Parry 
Associated Press 
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'Elevation' verges 
on heartwarming 


By Ron Charles 

The Washington Post 

H OW fair is this? On Hallow¬ 
een, we creep into Stephen 
King’s lair for terrors and 
scares, but here he is of¬ 
fering us insight and courage instead. 
You’ll chew through a few chapters of 
“Elevation” before realizing there is 
no razor blade in this caramel apple. 
King’s new novel is trick and treat, a 
poignant parable of prejudice over¬ 
come and resentment healed. The 
calls are coming from INSIDE OUR 
CONSCIENCE! 

What’s most surprising about “El¬ 
evation” is that this would seem the 
perfect moment for King to twist the 
fury of his Twitter feed into a story of 
gnashing invective against President 
Trump. But perhaps the Master of 
Fright knows we’re getting plenty of 
horror from the White House. Besides, 
as King told me a few years ago, he’s 
already written a novel about Trump: 
“The Dead Zone.” 

But if this is a new King, fans of his 
work will recognize an old motif bor¬ 
rowed from the 1984 novel “Thinner.” 
In that grim story, a lawyer is cursed 
with infinite weight loss — a kind 
of Jenny Craig nightmare inspired 
by King’s efforts to shed pounds. In 
“Elevation,” the predicament is similar 
but less macabre: Scott Carey is losing 
weight but not mass. On the outside, he 
appears the same as always — an ath¬ 
letic 42-year-old man who looks about 
230 pounds. But every time he weighs 
himself, the scale says he’s lighter. 
What’s weirder, it doesn’t matter what 
he’s wearing — or even what he’s hold¬ 
ing. His weight just keeps dropping. 

Of course, this story takes place in 
King’s familiar setting: Castle Rock, 


that small town in Maine cursed by 
inexplicable phenomena such as killer 
trucks, deadly pranks and Sen. Susan 
Collins. This time, though, Scott’s 
weight-loss troubles are the only 
mystery, a private tear in the fabric of 
an otherwise pedestrian reality, and 
Scott is not particularly interested in 
finding an explanation or a cure. At the 
opening of the novel, he consults with 
a retired doctor who wisely tells him, 

“I doubt very much if this is something 
that can be scientifically investigated.” 
That confirms Scott’s decision. He 
wants no part of any aggressive hospi¬ 
tal treatments or government studies. 
He will wane with dignity. 

King presents this with such tender 
wit that it’s hard to keep in mind how 
supernatural it is. (The book even 
sports sweet pen-and-ink illustra¬ 
tions by Mark Edward Geyer that risk 
making the whole package look like 
something Richard Paul Evans would 
put under the Christmas tree.) We 
simply follow Scott’s lead, turning our 
attention toward an everyday drama 
of neighborhood life: Two women have 
recently moved in down the street, and 
they consistently fail to curb their dogs. 
Scott is seriously annoyed. 

When he politely asks the women 
to pick up after their dogs, he’s rudely 
rebuffed but does not lose his temper. 

In fact, he’s provoked to extra courtesy. 
“All I want,” he says, “is for us to be 
good neighbors.” What develops is a 
quiet, moral comedy as Scott strives for 
greater and greater civility, which only 
irritates one of the women more. And 
when he publicly defends them against 
a homophobic bully, Scott finds himself 
drawn into an ugly conflict that has 
divided the town. 

Most of Castle Rock — a solidly Re¬ 
publican town — is willing to tolerate 


STEPHEN 

KIJLG 


Elevation 

Stephen King 

After more than four decades of 
banging out best- sellers, Stephen 
King still has the power to surprise 
his beloved “constant readers.” 

Consider “Elevation,” which the 
book jacket calls a novel, but which 
clocks in under 150 pages and takes 
about 90 minutes to read. 

Guess how you feel when it’s over? 

Happy! Maybe even ... hopeful? 

Those aren’t emotions typically 
ascribed to King books, which often 
feature gallons of blood (Hello, Car¬ 
rie!), killer cars or things that go 
much more than bump in the night. 


The biggest evil in “Elevation” is 
closed-mindedness, as a few towns¬ 
folk in Castle Rock, Maine, don’t look 
too kindly on the same-sex couple 
that has opened a vegetarian Mexican 
joint on the main drag. 

Enter Scott Carey, the hero of 
King’s slim story. We learn by page 
three that Scott is “losing weight,” as 
he tells his retired friend. Doctor Bob. 
According to the scale, the pounds 
are sliding off at an alarming rate, but 
anyone looking at Scott sees the same 
overweight man they always have. 

Scott isn’t the type to head to a 
hospital for a battery of tests. He feels 
better as the pounds come off, his 
energy rises and he commits to mak¬ 
ing a difference in his community. 

The plot turns on one act of kindness 
that changes the fate of a few char¬ 
acters and makes it possible for Scott 
to orchestrate what he begins to call 
“Zero Day.” 

“Elevation” follows “Gwendy’s But¬ 
ton Box” in the King canon, another 
short story set in Castle Rock that 
he co-wrote last year with Richard 
Chizmar. Both stories are now part 
of a King-verse that contains “Castle 
Rock,” the series on Hulu that brings 
together many of King’s most famous 
characters for a variety of tales. 

“Elevation” is a magical tale that 
entertains and manages to say a little 
something about the state of our cul¬ 
ture in 2018. 

— Rob Merrill/AP 


lesbians, but married lesbians? “That’s 
a deal-breaker for lots of folks,” an 
acquaintance tells Scott. “The county 
went for Trump three-to-one in ’16 and 
they think our stonebrain governor 
walks on water. If those women had 
kept it on the down-low they would 
have been fine, but they didn’t. Now 
there are people who think they’re try¬ 
ing to make some kind of statement.” 
Given that embedded bigotry, Scott’s 
modest crusade for social enlighten¬ 
ment might be naive, but it couldn’t be 
more relevant. 

If “Elevation” isn’t an attack on 
Trump, it is an implicit rebuke to his 


crude invective and toxic divisiveness. 
With a skeleton crew of friends, Scott 
gracefully raises the town’s conscious¬ 
ness and expands the circumference 
of its appreciation. It’s a reminder of 
the kind of good spirit that still fills 
America, no matter what demagoguery 
we’re enduring from the top. 

King has written a slim book about 
an ordinary man in an extraordinary 
condition rising above hatred and 
learning to live with tact and dignity. 
That’s not much of a Halloween book, 
but it’s well timed for our terrifying 
season. 



Booze and Vinyl 

Andre Darlington and Tenaya Darlington 


‘Booze anci Vinyl’ matches iconic albums with the perfect cocktails 


By Stephanie Williams 

The Washington Post 

Do you know what drink would pair well 
with Pink Floyd’s iconic record “The Dark 
Side of the Moon”? Or Prince’s landmark 
album “Purple Rain”? 

Brother-and-sister authors Andre Dar¬ 
lington and Tenaya Darlington want to 
enhance your music listening experience, 
one drink at a time, with “Booze and Vinyl.’ 
Their book isn’t just a sonic exploration of 
music’s greatest hits of the past 60 years 

Album: “Money Jungle” 

(1963) 

Artist: Duke Ellington 
Cocktail: Millionaire 
“I immediately thought of the 
Millionaire cocktail," Darling¬ 
ton says. “The Millionaire is a 
drink where there are a lot of 
recipes for it. I usually have it 
with bourbon or rye, and you 
can make it with gin. But it 
was popular in the Jazz Age 
during Prohibition. It feels 
like a jazzy cocktail and it 
has the money connection, 
so it seems like the perfect 
choice." 


— it’s also a thoughtful retrospective on how 
popular cocktails became a part of Ameri¬ 
can culture. 

“We did a lot of listening to music and 
making drinks while writing our last book 
‘The New Cocktail Hour’),” Andre says. “We 
started to notice that there was a really good 
synergy between cocktail stories and music 
history.” 

Each of the 70 records featured in the 
book is matched up with an “A-side” and a 
“B-side” cocktail. In finalizing their list, the 


siblings wanted a diverse group of albums 
that are easily available for readers to buy 
and could also evoke interesting drink 
stories. The mood and imagery of the music 
were key drivers for their cocktail selec¬ 
tions. 

While “Booze and Vinyl” does a thorough 
job examining popular albums, we won¬ 
dered what drinks Andre would pair with 
records by notable Washington, D.C.-area 
musicians. We put his music (and cocktail) 
knowledge to the test. 

Album: “For Your Own 
Special Sweetheart" (1994) 
Artist: Jawbox 
Cocktail: Long Island Iced 
Tea 

“I thought of a Long Island 
Iced Tea since that album is 
from 1994," Darlington says, 
reminiscing about his time 
going to punk shows. “Back 
then, you could go into these 
punk rock bars and there 
was always Long Island Iced 
Teas. I used to drink so many 
of them when I was younger 
— they had a two-for-one 
deal and you would get totally 
destroyed." 


Album: “Red Medicine" 
(1995) 

Artist: Fugazi 
Cocktail: Sazerac 
“Fugazi was straight-edge 
— they probably didn’t drink,” 
he says. “As an F-you to 
them, I could do a Sazerac, 
which is a drink that contains 
a very high alcohol content. 
This feels appropriate — I’ve 
been to a couple Fugazi 
shows, and they were amaz¬ 
ing, but we definitely drank at 
those shows even though the 
band was straight-edge." 


Album: “Bustin’ Loose” 
(1979) 

Artist: Chuck Brown & the 
Soul Searchers 
Cocktail: Pina colada or 
Pink Squirrel 

“It is such a late-’70s soul 
album," Darlington says. “I 
would drink a pina colada or 
a Pink Squirrel, which was 
huge in the late ’70s. It was 
like a milkshake but with 
booze in it. I know a pina 
colada sounds like something 
that should be for a Carib¬ 
bean album, but I’m thinking 
of it for the smoothness of the 
record. I’m going for texture!” 


Album: “Live at the Cellar 
Door” (1975) 

Artist: The Seldom Scene 
Cocktail: Moonshine julep 
“I would probably do a 
moonshine julep,” he says. 
“It’s just a mint julep, which 
normally uses bourbon, but 
you use white dog instead. 
That’s what I would drink for 
a bluegrass album." While 
his choice might seem like 
an easy answer, Darlington 
makes no apologies: “I don’t 
know if it’s too obvious. But 
sometimes obvious is good." 
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WEEKEND: TELEVISION & DVD 



Dennis Van Tine, Abaca Press/TNS 

Jennifer Love Hewitt joins season 2 of Fox's “9-1-1.” The show airs on AFN-Puise. 


She’s back! 

Jennifer Love Hewitt on her 3-year hiatus 
from acting, return to TV in drama ‘9-1-1’ 

By Yvonne Villarreal 

Los Angeles Times 



Warner Bros. Pictures/AP 


From left: Cyborg, Raven, Robin, Beast 
Boy and Starfire in “Teen Titans Go! To the 
Movies,” which is now available on DVD. 

NEW ON DVD 

“Teen Titans Go! To the Movies”: This 
is the animated story of the comic book 
world’s best-known sidekick, Robin (voiced 
by Scott Menville), and his fellow Teen Ti¬ 
tans. The Boy Wonder is convinced the only 
way the group — which also includes Beast 
Boy (Greg Cipes), Cyborg (Khary Payton), 
Raven (Tara Strong) and Starfire (Hynden 
Walch) — will be taken seriously is if they 
star in their own movie. Robin and the gang 
go to Hollywood, where they try to convince 
Jade Wilson (Kristen Bell), the director 
behind all of the other DC Comics super¬ 
hero movies, to make a film about them. 

The story is told through an animation style 
that explodes off the screen with color and 
light. It’s not hampered by the kind of bleak 
imagery that has been the norm in so many 
movies based on DC characters. Combine 
the fast pacing of the story, the wonder¬ 
ful embrace of bold colors and plenty of 
silliness, and the movie works on a basic 
comedy level. The film continues the crazy 
style of the television series that has made 
it so popular. In a world where superheroes 
tend to either be moodily self-reflective or 
All-American good, the Teen Titans are 
wild, impulsive and a lot of fun. 

“Murdoch Mysteries: The Christmas 
Cases Limited Edition”: It’s not too early to 
start thinking about holiday shopping, and 
this boxed set of the award-winning Cana¬ 
dian period mystery series should be on 
your list. The series is set in Toronto in the 
late 1890s and early 1900s and centers on 
Detective William Murdoch (Yannick Bis¬ 
son), who uses new forensic techniques to 
solve some of the city’s most gruesome mur¬ 
ders. What makes the series so much fun 
is it has the procedural elements of “CSI” 
coupled with the kind of period setting that 
makes shows like “Downton Abbey” work so 
well. The set includes three feature-length 
mysteries set in Edwardian Toronto, includ¬ 
ing: “A Merry Murdoch Christmas,” “Once 
Upon a Murdoch Christmas” and “Home for 
the Holidays.” In addition, there are bonus 
featurettes and a collectible Christmas card. 

Also available on DVD: 

“2001: A Space Odyssey”: Stanley 
Kubrick’s epic space tale will be released in 
4K Ultra HD to mark its 50th anniversary. 

“The Spy Who Dumped Me”: Two best 
friends end up involved with an internation¬ 
al conspiracy. Mila Kunis stars. 

“The Matrix Trilogy”: Includes “The 
Matrix,” “The Matrix Reloaded” and “The 
Matrix Revolutions.” 

“The Padre”: Two men track down a 
small-time con man (Tim Roth) posing as a 
priest in a small Colombian town. 

“Mandy”: The peaceful existence of a lov¬ 
ing couple is destroyed by a cult sparking a 
search for vengeance. Nicolas Cage stars. 

“Never Goin’ Back”: Two best friends 
dream of escaping their waitressing jobs. 

“Dragnet: Collector’s Edition”: The Dan 
Aykroyd and Tom Hanks film based on the 
classic TV series is being released on Blu- 
ray and includes additional material. 

“The Darkest Minds”: Teens who myste¬ 
riously develop new abilities are declared a 
threat by the government. 

“Gone Crazy”: Psychopath seeking re¬ 
venge on a mayor steals a bomb with plans 
to blow up the dam and drown the town. 

— Rick Bentley/Tribune News Service 


I f Jennifer Love Hewitt ever needed 
a job to fall back on, taking calls as 
a 911 dispatcher would not be high 
on the list. 

“I’d be such a nervous nelly,” Hewitt 
insists. “I’d panic. I’d be the worst 911 
operator. What they do is amazing. The 
pressure they are under and their ability 
to stay calm so that they can get some¬ 
one the help they need is incredible.” 

Hewitt’s own inabilities aside, the 
actress can at least play the part. This 
season, she has joined Fox’s hit drama 
“9-1-1” as Maddie, the sister of firefight¬ 
er Evan “Buck” Buckley (Oliver Stark). 
Her character becomes a 911 dispatcher 
to restart her life after leaving an abu¬ 
sive relationship. 

The role marks Hewitt’s return to TV 
after nearly three years away — an inten¬ 
tional break motivated by the birth of her 
second child, Atticus, now 3 (her daugh¬ 
ter, Autumn, will be 5 in November) and 
grief over her mother’s 2012 death. 

“9-1-1” also returns Hewitt to Fox 
almost two decades after her break¬ 
through role in “Party of Five” and its 
spinoff, “Time of Your Life.” 

Los Angeles Times: What prompted 
your acting break, and did iiving iife 
off camera enhance your work? 

Hewitt: I needed to take some time 
for myself and to grieve my mother. I 


needed to become a new mom; I needed 
to learn how to be a wife. I’ve really 
enjoyed the break, and I feel like now, 
having gone back into acting, it’s really 
done a beautiful thing for me in that it’s 
made everything that I do in my acting/ 
entertainment life not less important but 
less like, “It’s everything all the time,” 
like it used to be. 

I also feel like I have new things to 
pull from as an actress. I think it’s so odd 
as actors that we, especially kid actors, 
which I was, we’re expected to pull from 
all these life experiences that so many of 
us haven’t had. I remember I directed an 
episode of “Ghost Whisperer,” and I had 
to work with a girl who had never been in 
love before. And she was doing a story all 
about love. And she was like, “I’m sorry, 

I just don’t know what it is, what it feels 
like.” And I was like, “Oh, my God. Let’s 
go to lunch.” I feel like I acted for a lot of 
years from my heart but not really, truly 
understanding some of the things that I 
understand now. 

As a young actor, was taking a 
break even something you could have 
fathomed? 

It’s a big reason why I never went to 
college. I was afraid that I was going to 
lose it all. I was afraid to do that. It’s for 
sure scary. 

The death of a loved one can some¬ 
times prompt people to be more fear¬ 
less; for others, it can cause them to 


retreat. How did it weigh on you? 

I went into a very fearful place. I 
started getting a lot of anxiety, and I’ve 
had anxiety since (my mom) passed. 

It’s still something that I deal with on a 
daily basis. I try not to give it to my kids. 
But yeah, it’s been really hard for me. 

I think, initially, I went into survival 
mode. I knew that I couldn’t sit indoors 
and just grieve her. I needed to change 
my surroundings, so I moved. I got rid 
of some stuff. I just needed a change. I 
traveled a little bit — she loved to travel. 
That wasn’t something that I had done 
before. I did some things that I was 
afraid of But “Phase Two,” for me, I 
was real afraid. I remember every time 
the phone would ring. I’d be like, “Oh, 
my God, someone else.” 

I lost my grandmother a little less 
than a year after my mom, so that was 
hard. She was the other significant 
female in my life. But when my daughter 
came around, and I got pregnant, this 
really beautiful thing happened where 
I went, “Oh, but there’s life too!” The 
one that moves you forward is the trust 
and the non-fear place, and the one that 
holds you back is the fear place. And so I 
just tried to move forward. 

But I think because I was so fearful, 
for me to act and to have to tap into those 
things not in a safe place, would have 
been really hard for me. So I do think 
that that was part of why acting scared 
me at that time. Because I just wanted to 
be in joy. I didn’t want to force myself to 
go deep into that place. 

Can I ask: When was the last time 
you watched “Party of Five”? 

Probably at that time. I know you can 
stream it, and there’s part of me, during 
the very few moments in my house that 
I have to myself, where I am like, “How 
weird would it be if I just sat down and 
watched ‘Party of Five’?” 

Are you someone who would want 
to be part of a revival? “Ghost Whis¬ 
perer,” perhaps? 

Sure, yeah, if it was (done in) a unique, 
interesting way. I think so. Here’s the 
problem with a “Ghost Whisperer” 
reboot: I am not good at stepping away 
from that show in a smaller aspect. So 
a reboot, where it’d be all young people, 
and I’d be the old one saying, “Get out 
of here, you don’t talk to dead people, I 
talk to dead people!” — I’m not into that. 
If they’re going to redo it, then I have 
to go back and be the ghost whisperer 
because I am not giving up my “Ghost 
Whisperer” throne. 

You posted an Instagram story 
apologizing for your appearance at 
the network upfronts, where you 
were promoting “9-1-1.” As someone 
who has had their body commented 
on since you were a teenager, has 
it become reflex to get ahead of the 
scrutiny? 

The wonderful thing about Instagram 
is that it allows you to have a voice in 
places where you wouldn’t normally 
have a voice. The upfronts for me was 
such a dizzying, crazy experience. 

That morning, we do my hair and it 
looks great at the hotel and my makeup 
looked great. But by the time I got to the 
venue, I was melting. I had mascara un¬ 
derneath my eyes. Normally in my life I 
would never feel the need to comment on 
it, but I know people. It’s just the world 
that we live and so I was like, “You know 
what, instead of reading a bunch of stuff 
that’s going to hurt my feelings in two 
days. I’m just gonna sit in my closet and 
say, ‘I was a hot mess party of one. Got 
it, here are the reasons.’” 

I got a lot of really good responses, 
but I got a lot of responses from people 
saying, “You shouldn’t have to do that.” 

I wish that people could walk on the red 
carpet and look however they look and 
people would still feel as excited about 
their new show or have something nice to 
say about them or whatever. But we don’t, 
like, as a society right now; we just don’t. 
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Monitoring stiffness, pain after exercise could help ward off injuries 


By Gabriella Boston 
Special to The Washington Post 

I f you’ve ever set foot in an exercise 
class, you’ve surely heard the in¬ 
struction to “listen to your body.” It’s 
usually an apt one, but sometimes 
exercise-related injuries speak to us after 
the fact or in a language we don’t always 
understand — stiffness and delayed sore¬ 
ness, for example, rather than outright pain. 
Often we even start compensating with dif¬ 
ferent movement patterns, such as altering 
our stride to avoid soreness or favoring one 
arm, which can cause even more problems. 

What do these delayed symptoms mean? 
How do we treat the underlying injuries that 
are causing them? Or better yet, how do we 
avoid such injuries? 

First, pay attention. “With overuse inju¬ 
ries, oftentimes you’ll just notice diffuse 
soreness and write that off as normal,” says 
Justin Mullner, a Washington, D.C.-based 
doctor who specializes in sports medicine. 
“It doesn’t feel bad enough to stop your 
activity.” 

Sometimes, instead of making itself 
known as pain, the overuse injury causes 
disruptions and changes in movement pat¬ 
terns. If you have Achilles’ tendinitis, for 
example, you might start planting your foot 
differently while running. “With elite-level 
athletes, these types of injuries are often 
identified by a coach or trainer and not the 
athletes themselves,” Mullner says. 

Another option when it comes to ambigu¬ 
ous sports-injury symptoms is when the 
injury shows up as stiffness rather than pain 
— at least initially. That’s what happened to 
Michael Schaeffer, a Washington, D.C., resi¬ 
dent who did “too much, too soon” when he 
resumed running after a long hiatus. “In the 


morning, my right heel would just feel stiff 
I moved like a tin man,” Schaeffer says. 
When the stiffness turned into pain and he 
consulted a doctor, he was told that Achilles’ 
tendinitis was the likely cause. 

I Listen to your 
body. If it’s 
speaking to 
you through 
stiffness 
and deiayed 
soreness, 

I] it may be 

I time to see a 
speciaiist to 
avoid stress 
injuries, 
tendinitis or 
tendinopathy. 

strengthening, cycling and strength train¬ 
ing. But he has hung up his running shoes 
for the time being. 

The length of recovery varies, and 
you shouldn’t go back to your activity too 
soon, Mullner cautions. “If you can’t walk 
pain-free or without a limp, you probably 
shouldn’t run,” Mullner says. Instead, get 
your cardio fitness by cycling, swimming or 
using a rowing machine. 

Even if you’re just sore or stiff, rather 
than in pain, “the damage to the tissue 
has already happened,” says Ben Fidler, a 
Washington, D.C.-based personal trainer. In 
this case, you should take steps to prevent it 
from progressing. Mullner and Fidler both 
recommend having a trainer or physical 


therapist look at your movement patterns 
to determine weaknesses and tight areas. 
“We look at kinetic checkpoints,” Fidler 
says. “If anything moves outside the 
checkpoints, there is a higher likelihood of 
injury.” 

That means that, as Fidler puts a client 
through an exercise such as an overhead 
squat, he assesses the positioning of the 
feet in relation to the knees, how the torso 
is moving, whether the back is arching, 
whether the head is jutting forward, and so 
on. All these movement patterns, however 
small, tell trainers how the client should 
exercise. Sometimes clients need more 
strength training, and other times they 
need improved fiexibility. But usually they 
need both to prevent the stiffness or sore¬ 
ness from progressing to injuries. 

“Stress fractures are often linked to 
ankle immobility, and lower back pain can 
be caused by hip immobility,” Fidler says. 
Rotator cuff injuries and neck pain can be 
caused by a tight thoracic spine (middle of 
the back), and knee pain can be caused by 
weak gluteus muscles or tight IT (iliotibial) 
bands — soft tissue that runs from the hip 
to the knee and helps stabilize the knee. 
The list is long. 

Creating better movement patterns 
throughout the body can ease that pain. 

But Mullner notes that even with the help 
of trainers, some soreness is to be expect¬ 
ed, even desired, as we get stronger and 
progress our drills. 

So, listen to your body. If it’s speaking to 
you through stiffness and delayed soreness, 
it might be time to see a specialist to avoid 
stress injuries, tendinitis or tendinopathy. 
And sooner, rather than later: “Recovery 
time will depend on how long you were 
pulling through injury,” Mullner says. 


Most overuse 
injuries — such as 
stress injuries in 
bones (weakened 
but not fractured), 
degeneration and 
improper heal¬ 
ing of soft tissue 
(tendinopathy), 
and infiammation 
(tendinitis) of soft 
tissue — don’t 
usually go away 
by themselves 
and require some 
therapy. Schaeffer 
is rehabilitating 
his heel and in¬ 
creasing his range 
of motion by doing 
heel stretches, calf 


Do you need to 
watch your diet if 
you’re aiready thin? 

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
friends who carry extra weight 
worry about following a healthy 
diet, especially as we get older. 
But I’ve been thin my whole life 
and usually can eat anything 
without gaining weight. Should I 
worry about my diet? 

It’s true that obesity is a risk 
factor for many health problems, 
including high blood pressure, 
abnormal blood lipids. Type 
2 diabetes, coronary artery 
disease, stroke, most cancers, 
obstructive sleep apnea and 
many others. However, being 
thin doesn’t negate the need for a 
healthy diet. 

Diet infiuences health risks 
separate from body weight. 
Whether you’re thin or not, diets 
high in saturated and trans fats, 
red and processed meat, so¬ 
dium, and refined carbohydrates 

— such as the sugars in soda, 
baked goods and other foods 

— can raise the risk of many 
health problems. 

There are also foods that 
decrease health risks indepen¬ 
dent of body weight. Vegetables, 
fruits, whole grains, nuts, fish 
and olive oil all have been associ¬ 
ated with increased longevity. 
They also are associated with a 
lower risk of heart disease and 
cancer. Eating a variety of foods 
from these food groups will 
provide many different nutrients 
that your body needs. Thin or 
not, it’s especially important for 
older adults to be aware of their 
nutritional needs, since aging 
can increase the risk of nutri¬ 
tional deficiencies. 

In terms of cardiovascular 
health, eating saturated and 
trans fats is associated with 
undesirable cholesterol levels, 
and consuming increased salt 
is associated with high blood 
pressure. A recent study found 
that normal-weight older women 
with less healthy, high-calorie 
diets had a 10 percent increased 
risk of developing obesity-re¬ 
lated cancers, compared with 
normal-weight women who ate a 
healthier diet. 

There are other important 
factors to consider, including 
whether you smoke or are physi¬ 
cally active. While smokers tend 
to weigh less than nonsmokers, 
their health risks are greater. 
Smoking not only can lead to 
lung cancer, but also it raises the 
risk for a number of other can¬ 
cers. It also can lead to coronary 
artery disease, stroke and chron¬ 
ic lung disease. On the other 
hand, physical activity reduces 
a large number of health risks in 
people whether they are thin or 
heavy, including decreased risk 
of hypertension. Type 2 diabetes, 
abnormal blood lipids, coronary 
artery disease, some cancers and 
depression. 

Over time, beneficial lifestyle 
choices such as healthy eating, 
being physically active and not 
smoking can lead to better health 
and an overall improved qual¬ 
ity of life for people who need to 
lose weight and those who are 
already at a healthy weight. 

From The Mayo Clinic News Network 
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WEEKEND: FAMILY 


Doctor dad knows best 

5 tips from a pediatrician father to keep kids healthy 


THE MEAT AND 
POTATOES OF LIFE 

Lisa Smith Molinari 




By Lisa Kanarek 
Special to The Washington Post 


D uring grade school 
and middle school, 
I envied my 
friends who were 
snuggled in their warm, 
fluffy beds as they recov¬ 
ered from a cough, a virus 
or a suspicious “get out of 
a test” illness. Less than a 
mile away, I sat at my cold 
classroom desk with the 
wooden seat, seething. As 
the daughter of a pediatri¬ 
cian who always seemed to 
cure my siblings and me by 
morning, I rarely missed a 
day of school. It wasn’t until 
I had my own children and 
was able to use his tech¬ 
niques myself to keep them 
healthy, that I appreciated 
these habits my dad had 
passed along. 


To each his own cup. 

My dad’s medical office often 
overfiowed with families who 
passed colds, coughs and the fiu to 
one another, simply by drinking 
from the same glass. He asked little 
of my siblings and me, but the ban 
on sharing a cup was nonnegotiable. 
He gave the same advice to his pa¬ 
tients’ parents. “Certain germs may 
not affect you,” he would tell them, 
“but they can affect others.” Some 
listened. Others ignored his recom¬ 
mendation and soon after found 
themselves carting their entire 
infected brood back to his office for 
treatment. 

Heeding my dad’s rule, I gave 
my two toddler sons different col¬ 
ored cups from which to drink, to 
eliminate confusion. My sons didn’t 
hesitate to share their books and 
toys with friends, but they under¬ 
stood that sharing a glass was off 
limits. Both boys were rarely sick, 
and if either one caught a cold or 
a stomach bug, it was never at the 
same time. 

Take what you want, 
eat what you can. 

My dad didn’t believe in forc¬ 
ing children to eat. There were no 
“Mommie Dearest” finish-your- 
liver episodes at my house. My mom 
placed the food on the table, then we 
served ourselves and finished what 
we could. When anxious parents 
complained to my dad about a fin¬ 
icky child, he said, “Include at least 
one food they like at each meal, 
or let them make a sandwich.” He 
assured them their child wouldn’t 
starve. 

One of my sons was a pickier 
eater than the other, yet mealtimes 
typically weren’t a battle. If they 
didn’t finish what was on their 


plate, no one muscled them into 
it. Most of our meals were simple 
— I was no gourmet cook — yet as 
my sons grew, so did their range of 
acceptable foods. Last year when 
I received a text that read, “I like 
salmon now!” I had to double-check 
that it was from one of my sons. 

Don’t ban treats. 

My dad always encouraged 
parents to make healthy snacks 
available to their children, but to 
allow occasional treats as well. “If 
you deprive your child of treats,” he 
would tell them, “they’ll crave them 
more or find them somewhere else.” 
My parents kept a large ceramic 
bowl on our kitchen table stocked 
with fruit, while at least one pantry 
shelf held our most-desired choco¬ 
late treats from the Hostess or Little 
Debbie families. The cream-filled, 
chocolate snacks were readily avail¬ 
able, but my siblings and I didn’t 
overindulge because our favorites 
weren’t restricted or hidden. 

Taking a cue from my childhood, 

I kept fruit in a bowl on the table 
and stored the chips, cookies and 
snacks within reach in the pantry. 
My little guys didn’t understand 
their friends’ fascination with 
forbidden fruit roll-ups or banned 
baked chips they sought every time 
they visited our house. 

Get a flu shot. 

As adamant as my dad was about 
not sharing a glass, he was even 
more persistent about recommend¬ 
ing the fiu vaccine. “The vaccine is 
not 100 percent,” he explained to his 
patients’ parents, “but it could mini¬ 
mize the symptoms of the fiu and 
potentially prevent other complica¬ 
tions.” Until we were old enough to 
drive ourselves, my mom shuttled 
us to my dad’s office annually. 


where the dreaded “shot nurse” 
wiped our arms with an alcohol pad 
and administered the fiu vaccine. 
My dad’s recommendation is still 
valid. The US. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reported 
183 fiu-related deaths among chil¬ 
dren during the 2017-2018 season, 
with approximately 80 percent of 
them occurring in children who had 
not been vaccinated. 

Each September I ask my now- 
adult sons whether they’ve gotten 
their fiu shots, usually an hour after 
my dad has called me to ask if I’ve 
gotten mine. 

Be prepared. 

Although he wasn’t a Boy Scout, 
my dad kept the narrow hall closet 
stocked with adhesive bandages, 
ointment, eye drops and other basic 
first-aid supplies. 

While my sons no longer run 
through boxes of bandages, I con¬ 
tinue to follow my dad’s lead and 
keep bug-bite lotion, pain relievers 
and allergy medicine, among other 
supplies, in a container tucked in 
a kitchen cabinet. I, too, want to 
be prepared. I also want to avoid 
searching for a 24-hour pharmacy 
at midnight. 

My dad, now 92, retired from his 
practice four years ago. He contin¬ 
ues to feed his deep love of medi¬ 
cine with articles he finds online 
and in the medical journals stacked 
in a basket near his reading chair. 
He especially enjoys discussing the 
latest research and clinical findings 
with my youngest, who will start 
medical school in a year. I imagine 
that at some point when my son has 
his own children, they’ll complain 
about their (almost) perfect at¬ 
tendance record and blame their 
physician dad for being able to cure 
them overnight. 

I’ll be disappointed if they don’t. 


Frat misconduct 
also hurts others 

I was about to hit delete when the words “Greek life,” 
“hazing” and “criminal charges” caught my eye. 

It was another email blast from an administrative 
muckety-muck at our daughter Anna’s university, 
but this one didn’t look like the usual update about tuition 
increases. Considering that we were about to travel to 
Syracuse to attend Anna’s sorority charity event, I fig¬ 
ured I’d better give this one a gander. 

Whew! Anna hadn’t been arrested! The email was 
simply informing parents of new state anti-hazing legisla¬ 
tion, initiatives to enforce the prohibition of hard alcohol 
at Greek events, and an online reporting form for parents 
who think their students are being hazed. Apparently, 11 
of the university’s Greek organizations recently had their 
chapter rights revoked because of misconduct. Also, Dr. 
Muckety Muck said that three outside consultants had 
been hired to review the school’s Greek life system and 
report back in November with recommendations. 

This email was coming on the heels of other recent 
negative news I’d read about Greek life at colleges in 
the US. Four male fraternity-related deaths at separate 
universities in 2017 prompted several prominent univer¬ 
sities to suspend all fraternities and sororities on their 
campuses while they conducted reviews of Greek life 
culture, customs and rules. The stories of frat parties 
gone wrong were tragic, heartbreaking and senseless. A 
national conversation ensued about whether Greek life is 
worth it at all. 

Even before these tragic deaths. Harvard University 
had already decided that fraternities and sororities were 
persona non grata, for gender-related reasons. After 
two years of debate, protest and exhaustive discussion, 
it instituted a ban on single-gender social club members 
taking leadership roles in student clubs or sports, and 
also denied members of College recommendations for 
prestigious scholarships. The administration took this 
controversial action because it had concluded that “male- 
only” social organizations nurtured misogynist attitudes 
and promoted sexual assault on women. 

But ironically. Harvard’s elite Crimson student 
newspaper reported in September that the sanctions had 
resulted in a dramatic decrease in sorority pledge num¬ 
bers, forcing all sororities to disband by August 2018. The 
all-male “finals clubs” and most fraternities, which have 
been at Harvard for much longer and have more money 
and resources, survived the ban. 

The Crimson editorial board stated, “[BJecause all¬ 
female social groups counter the hostile environment 
inherent in a male-dominated social scene, they should 
be treated differently,” and pointedly asked the adminis¬ 
tration, “Do you believe that the sanctions have had their 
desired effect? Is Harvard better off now that women’s 
spaces are gone, while male clubs remain?” 

As colleges and universities across the country consid¬ 
er whether or not to ban Greek life, they might consider 
— if the gals don’t have sorority sisters to hang out with 
on Friday night, they are more likely to end up drinking 
out of a solo cup at Sigma Chi. 

And what about the charities? Every accredited frater¬ 
nity and sorority participates in philanthropy. Organiza¬ 
tions such as the USO, the Red Cross, Children’s Miracle 
Network, Big Brothers Big Sisters, Service for Sight, 
Reading Is Fundamental, The Arthritis Foundation, Girl 
Scouts USA and many others receive thousands of dollars 
from Greek philanthropic events each year. Perhaps stu¬ 
dents pledge frats and sororities for purely social reasons, 
but the requirement that they learn and participate in 
philanthropy is admirable. It’s sad that such contributions 
to charity could come to an end. 

We made it to Syracuse last weekend in time to attend 
the Alpha Phi Red Dress Gala with Anna. Her Alpha Phi 
Chapter raised $25,000 to support women’s heart health 
that night. 

No doubt, colleges need to monitor and enforce pro¬ 
hibitions on excess drinking and hazing. But hopefully, 
college deans will see the good in women’s social organi¬ 
zations and won’t throw the baby out with the bathwater. 

Read more ofLfsa Smith MofinarFs columns atf 

themeatandpotatoesoflife.com 

Email: meatandpotatoesoflifeiggooglemail.com 
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NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD 

MATCH PLAY 

BY ERIK AGARD / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ 



ACROSS 

I Chunks of land 

7 “Be on the lookout” 
messages, for short 

II Person to take 

complaints 
to, informally 
14 Polo of 

“The Fosters” 

18 Popular Dominican 

20 Leave quickly 

21 Musical Yoko 

22 Get a_ 

on someone 

23 Sou’wester 

25 Abbr. in many blood 

type names 

26 “Logic dictates ...” 

27 It’s usually 

put in the middle of 
a table 

28 Late hours 
31 Messes up 

35 Downfall in pinball 

37 Music export from 

Tokyo, for short 

38 Sciences’ counterpart 

39 ‘leez!” 

41 Princess who says, “I 
recognized 
your foul stench 
when I was brought 

43 Campy 1972 vampire 
film 

45 Peace marches 
48 Grub 
51 Part of a 

preschool day 


52 Opinion 

53 Nirvana seeker 

56 Sorority letter 

57 Forbiddance 

58 Masthead hst, 

for short 

60 More lit, perhaps 
62 "After Earth” 

69 Pothead 

70 _Lama 

71 Do the wave? 

72 What un 

desierto lacks 

74 Lyrical lament 

75 Not able to catch 

something 
77 Growth ring 
80 Farthest point 

in an orbit around 
the moon 

82 This woman 

83 Closure opening? 

84 Vote in France 

85 Blue swaths 

on maps 

87 They follow oohs 
90 Like the simplest 
instructions 
95 Talk show 
host Cohen 
97 Trade punches 
100 Hills with gentle 
slopes on one side 
and steep slopes on 
the other 

103 Fake 

104 Verdi tragedy 

105 “Grand Ole” venue 

106 Say whether 

or not you’ll attend 
108 Blow out 
110 Imbroglio 
lllProstates 
115French 101 verb 


117Collaborative site 

118 Snatch 

119 Game suggested by 
this 

puzzle’s theme 

125 Racer Luyendyk 

126 Half of dos 

127 Taking care 
of things 

128Nickel-and- 
diming sort 

129 They might break 
out in hives 

130 Cockapoo or 
cockatoo, maybe 

131Cpls.’ superiors 
132 Act obsequiously 

DOWN 

1 Atlanta-based cable 

inits. 

2 Cold and wet 

3 Term in 

tennis, golf and 
baseball, all with 
different meanings 

4 Hero interred in Santa 

Clara, Cuba 

5 “Later; luv” 

6 Rhyming nickname in 

Cardinals history 

7 Midriff muscles, for 

short 

8 “Oh, quit 

being silly!” 

9 Sailor in the Navy 

10 Seatbelt, e.g. 

11 “C’mon, be serious” 

12 _Day vitamins 

13 Remy 

Martin product 

14 Bridge¬ 

supporting frame 


15 Dulles designer 

16 Pasta-sauce brand 

17 Longtime 

singing talent show, 
familiarly 

19_-vaxxers 

24 Singer Reese 

29 Garment worn by 

John Roberts that’s 
hidden 

30 R&B’s_Hill 

31 Bristol, Conn.-based 

32 Sister and wife of 

Cronus, in myth 

33 Collect 

from the soil 

34 Result of a religious 

schism 

36 Camping need 
40 Japanese 

dogs with turned-up 

42 Neighbor of Wyo. 

44 Commercial rhyme 
for “Famous” 

46 Transmits 

47 Part of a 

Mario costume 

49 Part of a 

“Which came first?” 
dilemma 

50 Comment before “I 

missed that” 

54 Director Van Sant 

55 Cross 

59 Maker of 

the game Zaxxon 

61 _contendere 

62 Pad alternative 

63 Chinese 

New Year treat 

64 One of the Castros 

65 Shed material 


66 Dwarf planet 

with more mass than 
Pluto 

67 Good throw? 

68 “Get outta here!” 

70_Taurasi, 

all-time W.N.B.A. 
scoring leader 
73 Supplementary item 
76 Suffix with methyl 
78 Gymnastics flip 


79 Arizona capital of the 
Navajo Nation 

81_Germany 

86 Relatively cool stellar 
phenomenon 

88 “Come again?” 

89 Some bathroom 

installations 

91 Brother of Ham 

92 Play starter? 

93 Sand-burrowing 

marine creatures 


94 Reasons to 
do something 

96 Quaint demographic 
grouping 

98 No. 2 

99 Revved up 

101 Timehne part 

102 Align 

107 “j Let’s go!” 

109 Some flight 
board info 


lllMop 

112 Poop out 

113 Over 

114 _interview 

116 Coin in Kbln 

120 Sci-fi C.G.I. creations 

121 Debut, 
metaphorically 

122 Dealership expanse 
1231 problem? 

124 Hem but not haw? 


GUNSTON STREET 


RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE 



“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com. Online: gunstonstreet.com. 





The story of the U.S. military's role 
in Afghanistan, as seen through 
the eyes of Stars and Stripes 
journalists covering America's 
longest war. 


Only $14.99 with Free Shipping 
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Photos by Amy Harris, Invision/AP 


Juicy J performs during the tribute event “Mac Miller: A Celebration of life” on Wednesday at the Greek Theatre in Los Angeles. 
Pictured on the screen is the late rapper Miller, who died Sept. 7. He was 26. 


Artists pay tribute to iate rapper 


By Jonathan Landrum Jr. 

Associated Press 

Travis Scott pointed toward an image of 
a toothless Mac Miller as a child, recogniz¬ 
ing the late rapper as a good-spirited person 
whose “soul will live forever.” 

Scott’s performance and closing remarks 
came after other music performers includ¬ 
ing Chance the Rapper, SZA and John Mayer 
took the stage Wednesday night to remem¬ 
ber Miller’s life and career during the “Mac 
Miller: A Celebration of Life” benefit concert 
at a packed Greek Theater in Los Angeles. 
The concert launched the Mac Miller Circles 
Fund in honor of the hip-hop star and raised 
money for arts education in underserved 
communities. 

Throughout the show, many spoke highly 
of Miller and remembered him for being a 
funny person who smiled all the time even 
while he rapped. They called his music 
“fearless.” 

“Thank you for the music you made, the op¬ 
portunities you provided me with, but overall 
the friendships you built,” said Chance the 
Rapper, the Grammy Award-winning rap¬ 
per, who performed the inspirational “Bless¬ 
ings” and “No Problem.” 

“I met some of my friends through you,” 
the rapper added. “God bless you and your 
family, and this foundation.” 

Miller was declared dead after paramed¬ 
ics found the 26-year-old hip-hop star unre¬ 
sponsive in his home on Sept. 7. An autopsy 
was performed, but the cause of death has 
not yet been announced. 

Miller’s rap lyrics often dealt with his de¬ 



“If there’s no Mac Miller, there is no me,” 
said SZA, above. 


pression and drug use over the years. He 
released his fifth album, “Swimming,” in 
August. The rapper earned a wealth of re¬ 
spect from his musical peers and hip-hop 
greats including Jay Z and Chance the Rap¬ 
per, and had an assortment of collaborations 
with Kendrick Lamar, Lil Wayne and Ty 
Doha Sign. 

“If there’s no Mac Miller, there is no me,” 
said SZA, who performed “Weekend” and 
“Love Galore.” 

Miller drew headlines for his two-year re¬ 
lationship with singer Ariana Grande, which 
ended this year. He and the singer collabo¬ 
rated on her first Top 10 hit, the multiplati¬ 
num, “The Way,” which propelled her from 
teen TV stardom to pop star. 

Grande didn’t attend the concert. 

Even though Miller did not have his own 


song enter Top 40 radio, his popularity 
translated into a strong following on stream¬ 
ing networks. His debut album, “Blue Side 
Park,” went to No. 1 on the Billboard Top 200 
albums chart. 

Ty Doha Sign, Anderson Paak, Vince Sta¬ 
ples, Miguel and Action Bronson paid hom¬ 
age by performing songs that featured them 
with Miller. ScHoolboy Q said he wrote his 
hit single “That Part” while Miller sat with 
him in the studio. 

Rae Sremmurd and Juicy J made surprise 
performances. 

During short breaks, flashback video clips 
were shown of Miller as an infant, child and 
adult along with several behind-the-scene 
looks of him doing freestyle raps, perform¬ 
ing in front of packed concerts, making jokes 
and him often playing the piano. As each art¬ 
ist took the stage, a variety of photos of Miller 
were on display behind them. 

A collection of heartfelt and comical video 
messages were delivered from Pharrell, 
Donald Glover, Lil Wayne, Rick Ross, Pusha 
T, G-Eazy, and Tyler, the Creator. Actor 
Jason Sudeikis and NBA player Karl-Antho- 
ny Towns also offered messages via video. 

After the show wrapped up, all the per¬ 
formers gathered on stage and watched a 
video montage of Miller. After it finished, 
the rapper’s mother, Karen Meyers, walked 
on stage, shook their hands and gave them a 
hug. 

Meyers didn’t speak, but everyone else’s 
remembrance of her son spoke volumes. 

“He will be missed,” Paak said. “He will 
never be forgotten.” 


Briefly 

■ Kobe Bryant, Oscar win¬ 
ner and former NBA great, has 
big plans for books in the next 
few years. Bryant’s Granity Stu¬ 
dios plans to release five middle 
grade and young adult novels in 
2019 and 2020. According to a 
press release issued Thursday, 
each novel was “conceptualized” 
by Bryant and written with a “no¬ 
table” fiction author. Projects for 
next year include “The Wizenard 
Series: Training Camp” featuring 
a “diverse cast” of young males 
and “Legacy and the Queen,” 
about a young black woman and 
her tennis match against a su¬ 
perstar known as “The Queen.” 
This year, the Granity film “Dear 
Basketball,” Bryant’s ode to the 
sport that made him famous, won 
the Academy Award for best ani¬ 
mated short. 



AP 


Kobe Bryant’s Granity Studios 
plans to release five middle 
grade and young adult novels in 
2019 and 2020. 

■ TV personality and media 
mogul Oprah Winfrey is leav¬ 
ing her part-time role at the CBS 
News program “60 Minutes” 
after announcing she will cam¬ 
paign for Georgia gubernatorial 
candidate Stacey Abrams. The 
network confirmed Wednesday 
that the news division’s policy 
requires her to step away due to 
her upcoming political activities. 
CBS News did not reveal a date 
when Winfrey could return in a 
formal role within the division. 

■ Diana Ross, John Legend, 
Bad Bunny, Kane Brown and Ella 
Mai will be among the stars cel¬ 
ebrating at the Macy’s Thanks¬ 
giving Day Parade on Nov. 22 
in New York City. Macy’s said 
Thursday that Martina McBride, 
Pentatonix, Rita Ora, Sugarland 
and Anika Noni Rose also will 
participate in the 92nd annual pa¬ 
rade, which will air on AFN. Ross 
will perform a song from her new 
Christmas album. 

■ A longtime TV memora¬ 
bilia collector is putting props 
and costumes from “Batman,” 
“Star Trek” and other shows up 
for auction. James Comisar said 
400 items from his collection 
will be for sale. That includes the 
Riddler’s green jacket from the 
first episode of “Batman” and a 
protective glass “bat shield” from 
the camp 1960s series. Also going 
on the block are a bag of Walter 
White-concocted fake drugs from 
“Breaking Bad” and a stalking 
costume worn by the title serial 
killer in “Dexter.” Prop Store, a 
film and TV memorabilia compa¬ 
ny, is hosting the auction on Dec. 
1 at its Southern California facil¬ 
ity. Items can be viewed online 
and bids placed on auction day by 
phone or on the Prop Store web¬ 
site, propstore.com. 

From wire reports 
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By Aaron Blake 

The Washington Post 

P resident Donald Trump says he’ll 
use an executive action to over¬ 
turn birthright citizenship for the 
children of undocumented immi¬ 
grants, and the GOP response has been 
muted. 

Apart from a few critics including House 
Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., who stated 
“you obviously cannot do that,” Republi¬ 
can officials have largely either ignored 
the ploy or egged it on. Sen. Lindsey Gra¬ 
ham, R-S.C., cheered Trump and noted he 
has been in favor of overturning birthright 
citizenship for years. Senate Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, R- 
lowa, suggested it was an open question as 
to whether the 14th Amendment applied to 
undocumented immigrants, even though 
the Supreme Court has ruled that parents’ 
statuses have no bearing on whether their 
children are automatically citizens upon 
birth on U.S. soil. 

How far we’ve come from the days of 
“King Obama.” 

Republicans for years decried Barack 
Obama’s alleged overreach on executive 
actions, alleging that he effectively gov¬ 
erned by fiat and ignored or rewrote the 
law. Now we have a president of the United 
States talking about effectively amending 
or at least clarifying the Constitution uni¬ 
laterally, and the GOP can’t be bothered to 
raise much of an objection. 

Chief among those criticizing Obama 
for his executive actions, of course, was 
Trump himself 

“Why is (SBarackObama constantly 
issuing executive orders that are mqjor 
power grabs of authority?” Trump asked in 
a 2012 tweet. 

This was an almost universal GOP talk¬ 
ing point — up to and including suggesting 
Obama was trying to act like a “king.” 
Then-New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie 


By Hugh Hewitt 
Special To The Washington Post 

T he “closing argument” is a cliche 
of campaign season. But there 
is truth at its core. Many voters 
tune in just for the last few days 
before Election Day. They look up from 
lives pressed by the needs of families and 
friends, aging parents, struggling students 
and high school football to ask: For whom 
should I vote? Candidates and campaigns 
have to make closing appeals to those 
newly opened ears. 

Really attentive voters chose long ago, 
of course, because almost every race is 
between vastly different candidates. Take 
the Arizona Senate race: There is hardly 
a starker choice than the one between Re¬ 
publican Rep. Martha McSally, a retired 
Air Force colonel and first female fighter 
pilot to fly in combat for the United States, 
and Democratic Rep. Kyrsten Sinema, the 
hard-left, anti-war, stay-at-home-mom- 
insulting, condescending radical who has 
spent nearly six years in Congress pre¬ 
tending to be a moderate. The campaigns 
have been locked in political combat for 
months. 

But still, some Arizona voters will have 
missed the candidates’ biographies and a 
thousand TV and social media ads. Their 
choice will depend not on either candi¬ 
dates’ personal qualities but on the national 
political environment. So too it will be for 
thousands of voters in key Senate races in 
Indiana and Florida. In the Hoosier State, 
Republican Mike Braun looks to be ahead 
of incumbent Democrat Joe Donnelly, 


said, “He’s not a king, he’s not a dictator, 
he’s not allowed to do it himself.” 

“Barack Obama is a king, not a presi¬ 
dent,” blared the headline of an opinion 
piece on Fox News’ website. 

“He may think he’s king, he may declare 
he’s a king, but that’s not what he is under 
the Constitution,” then-Rep. Michele Bach- 
mann, R-Minn., said. Bachmann added at 
another point, “He has rewritten the Con¬ 
stitution for himself as a part of his effort 
to fundamentally transform the United 
States of America.” 

Books were written about Obama’s “im¬ 
perial” presidency. Carly Fiorina said in 
2016 that Obama’s executive actions ren¬ 
dered him a “lawless president.” 

Obama was frequently labeled “law¬ 
less” by Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, and oth¬ 
ers when he undertook perhaps his most 
controversial executive action: Offering 
deportation relief to the children of undoc¬ 
umented immigrants, a program known as 
DACA. Then-House Speaker John Boeh- 
ner, R-Ohio, said Obama was acting like a 
“king or emperor.” Boehner said Republi¬ 
cans “will not stand idle as the president 
undermines the rule of law in our country 
and places lives at risk.” 

Whether Obama went too far with execu¬ 
tive actions is a valid question. His quantity 
was hardly exceptional, but it’s really the 
content that matters. DACA did indeed test 
the bounds of the law — as Obama himself 
had admitted before he did it — and it got 
hung up in court before Trump voided it 
with one of his own executive actions. 

Grassley was stunned at Obama’s move, 
delivering a lengthy floor statement that 
mentioned the Constitution 25 times. 
“When talking about immigration policy, 
the President has acknowledged that he 
‘isn’t a King,”’ Grassley said. “He shouldn’t 
act like one.” 

But Trump’s proposal takes things to 
another level. While Obama was ques¬ 


partly thanks to the latter’s opposition to 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh. In Florida, Rick 
Scott seems to be a whisper behind Demo¬ 
crat Bill Nelson. “Late deciders” may make 
the difference in both races. Republicans 
look as if they have put away pick-ups in 
North Dakota and Missouri, but Nevada 
is a Republican vulnerability as GOP Sen. 
Dean Heller battles Democratic Rep. Jacky 
Rosen to the wire. In Tennessee, Republi¬ 
can Rep. Marsha Blackburn looks to have 
secured the seat left vacant by the retiring 
Bob Corker. 

There are many tight races where the 
“Oh, there’s an election?” vote will decide 
the outcome, and not just in the Senate but 
also in the House and many state houses, 
as well. So how are the parties trying to 
persuade those voters? 

Democrats are arguing the following: 
President Donald Trump is a dangerous 
demagogue who daily sows division and 
hate. He is wrongly trying to marginal¬ 
ize the free press by resorting to a term 
straight out of Stalinism: “enemy of the 
people.” He needs a mqjor check imposed 
on his recklessness and conflicts of inter¬ 
est. Perhaps impeachment should be on 
the table. His administration needs over¬ 
sight. And we Democrats will protect what 
is left of Obamacare, while saving Social 
Security and Medicare. Vote Democratic 
for a divided government to save a divided 
country. 

Meanwhile, Republicans are closing this 
way: Don’t you like 4 percent gross do¬ 
mestic product growth and near-full em¬ 
ployment? Do you think it’s a coincidence 


tionably trying to act within laws passed 
by Congress, Trump is arguably trying 
to change the Constitution in a way even 
Ryan says is flatly unconstitutional. The 
threshold for constitutional amendments 
— two-thirds m^orities in Congress and 
three-fourths of states — is considerably 
higher for a reason: Because it impacts the 
very structure of our government. And the 
Supreme Court has been pretty clear that 
the 14th Amendment applies to everyone 
born here. This could very easily be con¬ 
strued as a president overturning Supreme 
Court precedent. 

Even people who favor getting rid of 
birthright citizenship for the children of il¬ 
legal immigrants tend to agree it’s not pos¬ 
sible without a constitutional amendment 
or, at the very least, an act of Congress. 
Doing this via executive action, which is 
not supposed to create new laws but instead 
work within existing ones, is not a serious 
proposal. And it’s not even the first time 
Trump has talked about getting around 
the Constitution via executive action. Ear¬ 
lier this year, he was supposedly going to 
somehow institute a line-item veto, even 
though the Supreme Court had ruled that 
unconstitutional in the 1990s. 

Hypocrisy is nothing new in politics. 
Republicans are big on fiscal responsibil¬ 
ity when there is a Democrat in the White 
House, and considerably looser with the 
purse strings when a Republican is in 
charge. There are often ways to talk your 
way out of how a Republican president 
doing something similar to what a Demo¬ 
cratic president did is actually different. 

In this case, though. Republicans know 
what Trump just proposed is beyond any¬ 
thing Obama attempted, and the fact that 
more of them aren’t saying what Ryan said 
is pretty hypocritical. 

Aaron Blake covers national politics for The 
Washington Post and writes regularly for the blog 
The Fix. 


that the market has dropped as businesses 
prepare for the possibility of Rep. Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif, returning to the speaker- 
ship? Our military — especially our Navy 
— is being rebuilt after being hollowed out 
under President Barack Obama. Our “red 
lines” are visible again. We have renego¬ 
tiated the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, gotten clarity on China and 
realigned the Middle East into an effective 
anti-Iran coalition. Thanks to deregulation, 
your children finally will have the jobs of 
the future here waiting for them. You may 
not like Trump, but his wrecking-ball poli¬ 
tics was the only way to smash the sclerotic 
superstructure of blue-bubble elites inside 
the Beltway, Manhattan, Hollywood and 
Silicon Valley. He’s a very big bull in a very 
big china shop, but he’s your bull. And if 
you don’t like him, 2020 is when you fire 
him, not now. Vote Republican to keep the 
economy humming. 

Those are the two arguments in two 
paragraphs. The awful sequence of events 
from the Florida mail-bomb suspect to the 
slaughter of our fellow citizens in Pitts¬ 
burgh have draped this election in fear 
and almost inexpressible sorrow. Another 
turn or two could come right through to the 
close of the last poll in Hawaii. But fairly 
outlined above are the two closing argu¬ 
ments, earnestly believed by their respec¬ 
tive camps of tens of millions of citizens. 
Anyone who says they know which one will 
prevail is lying or delusional. 

Hugh Hewitt hosts a nationally syndicated radio 
show and is a professor of law at Chapman 
University’s Fowler School of Law. 


Pay attention to parties’ closing arguments 
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OPINION 

What newspapers 
are saying at home 

The following editorial excerpts are se¬ 
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori¬ 
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates. 

Enact immigration reform, but 
preserve birthright citizenship 
The (Charleston, S.C.) 

Post and Courier 

President Donald Trump’s assertion on 
Tuesday that he could end birthright citi¬ 
zenship via an executive order likely is an¬ 
other attempt to stir up immigration as a 
campaign issue ahead of next week’s mid¬ 
term election. 

It’s a bad and almost certainly unconsti¬ 
tutional idea, and had the matter stopped 
there, it would hardly merit serious 
discussion. 

Then, a few hours later in a series of 
tweets. Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., said 
he would introduce legislation “along the 
same lines” as Trump’s proposed execu¬ 
tive order. It’s not the first time Graham, 
long an advocate of immigration reform, 
has suggested such a change. But he now 
has a president open to the idea. 

Executive orders have been used in¬ 
appropriately in the past to implement 
sweeping changes in immigration policy, 
and presidents from both parties have 
used the tactic in other sometimes dubi¬ 
ous ways. But birthright citizenship comes 
straight out of the Constitution, and allow¬ 
ing the president to alter that document 
unilaterally would be a serious assault on 
democracy. 

The 14th Amendment states that, “All 
persons born or naturalized in the United 
States and subject to the jurisdiction there¬ 
of, are citizens of the United States and of 
the state wherein they reside.” 

There’s some room for debate about 
whether that applies to people living ille¬ 
gally in the United States. But presuming 
that the rest of the Constitution applies to 
all people on U.S. soil — legally present or 
not, citizen or foreigner — it’s clear enough 
that birthright citizenship would as well. 

Graham is on firmer legal ground than 
Trump by calling for legislation, presum¬ 
ably to amend the Constitution. But unless 
Republicans pick up significantly larger 
majorities in both the House and Senate on 
Tuesday, getting two-thirds of both cham¬ 
bers to vote for an end to birthright citizen¬ 
ship seems exceedingly unlikely. 

That’s probably for the best. On the 
whole, birthright citizenship is a boon for 
the United States rather than a burden. We 
need young Americans to grow up into our 
future leaders, to drive economic growth, 
to invent and create and innovate. 

It’s perfectly reasonable to be wary of 
pregnant women traveling to the United 
States just to have a baby here, but there 
are less draconian ways to prevent that, 
like tightening border security. 

It’s also true that illegal immigrants 
commonly have children who are grant¬ 
ed U.S. citizenship. Over the past several 
years, anywhere between 5 and 10 percent 
of all births in the United States have been 
to undocumented parents, according to the 
Pew Research Center. 

But denying citizenship to those children 
probably wouldn’t encourage their parents 
to leave. Instead, it would create a perma¬ 
nent underclass of effectively nation-less 
people who grow up in the United States 
but face higher barriers to living a produc¬ 
tive, prosperous life — all through no fault 
of their own. 

Generally, the goal of immigration re¬ 
form is to bring illegal immigrants out of 
the shadows and put them on a path to¬ 
ward legality, not to drive them further 
underground. 

Illegal immigrant families do impose 
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costs on taxpayers, particularly when their 
kids are citizens who are eligible for a 
broader range of social and safety net pro¬ 
grams. But they also put billions of dollars 
into the economy each year, providing a 
significant net benefit by most measures. 

Graham and Trump are right that the 
United States desperately needs to reform 
its immigration laws and border security 
policies to protect national security and a 
lawful society. There is no question about 
that. But undoing birthright citizenship 
could actually undermine those efforts. 

Besides, most meaningful immigra¬ 
tion reforms wouldn’t require changing 
the Constitution. We’d be much better off 
starting with those. 

Synagogue shooting victims 
enhanced their community 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

She lived 97 years, only to be gunned 
down in her synagogue. 

That was the unfair end to the life that 
Rose Mallinger lived with energy, love and 
joy. 

While the enormity of Saturday’s mass 
shooting at Tree of Life is most easily com¬ 
prehended in numbers and turns of phrase 
— 11 dead in what has been described as 
the most horrific attack on the Ameri¬ 
can Jewish community in history — that 
doesn’t begin to articulate the loss rippling 
across the victims’ families, professions 
and communities. 

The victims had gifts to give, like 
Mallinger’s love and wisdom for her fami¬ 
ly, and they enriched the world in ways that 
should be celebrated and remembered. 

Consider the sharp mind, healing hand 
and compassionate heart of Jerry Rabi- 
nowitz, a family physician who could make 
everything better. The field of medicine, so 
often criticized for bureaucracy these days, 
will be poorer without his human touch. 

Think of Joyce Fienberg, a research 
specialist at the University of Pittsburgh’s 
Learning Research and Development Cen¬ 
ter from 1983 to 2008. Who knows how 
many schools, teachers and students ben¬ 
efited from her insights or how her work 
may influence the field of education for 
years to come? 

Ponder the resilience modeled by David 
and Cecil Rosenthal, two brothers with in¬ 
tellectual disabilities who lived full lives 
in a world often unkind to people who are 
different. 

Consider the cumulative effect of the 
many kindnesses of Daniel Stein and Ir¬ 
ving Younger, who served as youth base¬ 
ball coaches and held various roles at the 
synagogue. Younger often greeted congre¬ 
gants and bid them welcome. Vibrant com¬ 
munities and well-run organizations rely 
on volunteers like these. 

How precious the example of Bernice 
and Sylvan Simon, a married couple whose 
love spanned more than six decades; of 


Richard Gottfried, a dentist who married 
a Catholic woman and volunteered his 
services to a free clinic run by Catholic 
Charities; and of Melvin Wax, whose spiri¬ 
tuality defied an ever-more-secular world. 
Bill Cartiff, a friend, said that going to 
synagogue “was as important to [Wax] as 
breakfast to most people.” 

Only by knowing a little about the vic¬ 
tims is it possible to fathom all that was 
stolen by one man with crazy ideas about 
Jews and refugees. If people filled with 
hate got to know the people they’ve come 
to hate, there might be more peace in the 
world. Who could hate Mallinger or the 
Rosenthals? 

Cartiff asked, “How do we move from 
here?” The lives the 11 lived — filled with 
joy, civic-mindedness and compassion for 
others — are pointing the way. 

Prescription medication plan 
a good start to cutting costs 
Boston Herald 

The cost of prescription medication has 
been an increasing burden to many Ameri¬ 
cans, and despite the Affordable Care Act, 
its partial dismantling and constant static 
from both political parties, there has been 
little relief. 

It is thus welcome news that President 
Donald Trump recently announced a plan 
to lower prices for some prescription medi¬ 
cations. “We are taking aim at the global 
freeloading that forces American consum¬ 
ers to subsidize lower prices in foreign 
countries through higher prices in our 
country,” he said. 

The president zeroed in on disparities 
across the globe. “Same company. Same 
box. Same pill. Made in the exact same lo¬ 
cation, and you would go to some countries 
and it would be 20 percent of the cost of 
what we pay. We’re fixing it.” 

Under Trump’s plan, drugs adminis¬ 
tered in a doctor’s office and paid through 
Medicare would be priced downward to 
a level more equitable with international 
prices. Right now, average prices in the 
U.S. are approximately double those in the 
rest of the world. 

The projected effect of the new plan can 
be seen with chemotherapy treatments. 
“Some Medicare beneficiaries use a drug 
to fight infection that currently costs 
Medicare $4,700 every time they receive 
chemotherapy,” according to the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Health and Human Services. 
“On average it costs other countries $1,100. 
These beneficiaries would see their co-in¬ 
surance drop from over $900 every time 
they use the drug to under $300 after full 
implementation of the proposal.” 

The new payment model would be 
phased in over five years and overall sav¬ 
ings for American taxpayers and patients 
are projected to total $17.2 billion, with 
out-of-pocket savings potentially totaling 
$3.4 billion, according to HHS. 


This is a good first step. The plan still 
has to be fully fleshed out and is going to 
be implemented cautiously. 

Other countries would need to shoulder 
more of the overall burden and that will 
require a measure of diplomacy from the 
Trump administration. Attacking “foreign 
freeloading” will have to be supplanted 
with something more palatable. 

Regardless of what form of health care 
Americans want — whether it’s single¬ 
payer, a public option or something else 

— we can all agree that a family should 
not have to go broke because of a cancer 
diagnosis. This is a good start to reaching 
that goal. 

Voter suppression tactics 
diminish our democracy 
Chicago Sun-Times 

If you’re watching for waves in the cur¬ 
rent election, keep your eye out for a wave 
of voter suppression. 

In Illinois, people already are voting at 
early-voting sites or via mail-in ballots. Un¬ 
like in the past, those who aren’t registered 
can sign up to vote right up until Election 
Day on Nov. 6. It’s a much more convenient 

— and democratic — system than the days 
when a long day at work, a blizzard or a 
family emergency could make it impos¬ 
sible to get to the polls. 

But in some of our neighboring states 
and around the nation, efforts are afoot to 
discourage people from voting, violating 
the very idea of a government that rules 
based on popular will. 

We all should be outraged at this assault 
on our democratic values, and we should 
insist other states encourage people to 
vote, not put up barriers. 

According to the Brennan Center for 
Justice, at least 99 bills to make it harder to 
vote were introduced last year in 31 states. 
We see the results everywhere. 

In North Dakota, with approval from the 
Supreme Court, voters need IDs showing 
their address. That leaves out many people 
on Native American reservations who use 
RO. boxes. Because Native Americans 
make up 5 percent of the state’s voters, that 
could tip what is now a very close Senate 
race. 

In Georgia, Secretary of State Brian 
Kemp, who is running for governor, is 
using an “exact-match law” to put 53,000 
voter-registration applications on hold. 
Nearly 70 percent of the suspended appli¬ 
cations are those of African-Americans, 
even though they make up only 32 percent 
of the state’s population. 

Georgia also purged more than a half¬ 
million voters from the rolls last year, many 
of them under a rule that allows people to 
be purged if they haven’t voted recently. 

Closer to home. Republican lawmans 
in Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin and Ohio have 
passed strict voter-ID or roll-purge laws, 
which discourage turnout among groups 
that tend to vote Democratic. 

For people who don’t have driver’s li¬ 
censes, getting a government ID to vote 
can mean traveling to state agencies that 
sometimes have very limited hours, taking 
a day off work and assembling personal 
documents. Aggressively purging voter 
rolls, often using the controversial and 
error-prone Interstate Voter Registration 
Crosscheck Program, can mean people 
who believe they still are registered will 
find out otherwise when they try to vote. 

Wisconsin has a photo ID law that some 
believe tipped the 2016 election in that 
state. Critics say an Iowa voter ID law that 
will be in partial effect in this election will 
disenfranchise many students. Ohio, like 
Georgia, has enacted a law that strikes 
people from the voting rolls if they haven’t 
voted recently. 

Voter suppression is just one tool that is 
upending elections. Outside interference 
through social media and dark money or 
uncapped campaign spending also takes 
a toll. But that’s all the more reason voter 
suppression should be relegated to history, 
along with poll taxes and literacy tests. 
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ITMN HOUDKYS 

shouldn’t be 

LIFTED FROM 
RIDS BY 
GROWN-UPS. 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


UJEVE DECIDED TO 
LEVEL THE ORGAN 
IZATION. 



THIS FAEANS A SLIGHT 
PAY CUT FOR SENIOR 
ENGINEERS SUCH AS 
YOURSELF, BUT I HOPE 
YOU'LL BE A TEAr*\ 
PLAYER. 


ARE YOU PUNISHING tAE 
FOR THE MEDIOCRITY 
OF OTHERS? 
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Pont overplay. 
Hold Wk a little 
^ we’ll own tViem. 


Wst.B Kins pEatums 
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52 Cistern 

53 Eliot’s “Adam —” 

54 Stubborn beast 

55 UFO crew 

DOWN 

1 Green shade 

2 Tub session 

3 Miles away 

4 On/off switch 

5 Sailor’s cry 

6 Long, crosser 

7 Sanitize 

8 Luggage 
attachment 

9 Bill’s partner 

10 Comic Philips 

11 Lair 
16 Yokels 
20 Profit 

23 Military no-show 


24 Bean curd 

25 Tolkien creatures 

26 First victim 

27 Impale 

28 Pealed 

29 That fellow 

32 “Platoon” setting 

33 Parsley piece 

35 Noshed 

36 Red shade 

38 Pie fruit 

39 Judge’s prop 

42 Rescue 

43 Coup d’— 

44 Wimbledon 
divisions 

45 Spider’s home 

46 Mineral suffix 

47 Feeling down 
49 “Simpsons” 

storekeeper 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


ACROSS 

1 CEO’s deg. 

4 Body powder 
8 On the rocks 

12 Klutz 

13 Track shape 

14 Rotunda top 
151994 sci-fi film 

17 Animated figure 

18 Shows 
indifference 

19 Santa — winds 

21 Crunchy 
sandwich 

22 Cancel out 
26 Concur 

29 DDE 
predecessor 

30 Triumphed 

31 Fluffy scarves 

32 Compete 

33 Cushy 

34 Directional 
ending 

35 Goal 

36 Middling mark 

37 Papal emissary 

39 Berlin’s country 
(Abbr.) 

40 Favorite 

41 Comes up 
45 Trace of smoke 
48 Steer 

50 And others (Lat.) 

51 Tarzan’s clique 

11-2 CRYPTOQUIP 

SA L AHHW QISNSQ R M I M 

NIUSBZ VHCM CLBBL AIHC 

LDHEM, THR CSZTN TM 

WMVQISDM SN? “TMLEMBOU!” 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: “SESAME STREET” 
MUPPET LAUNCHED TO INVESTIGATE THE 
SURFACE OF THE RED PLANET: MARS GROVER. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals M 
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DID you CNTCHSOWE 
OF THE TIIAES M THE 
STME CR.055 COUNTHy 
CHWAPION5HIP5? 



1 DON'T FEEL 1NFEW0R 
TO PROFESSIONNE 
CTHLETE5, BUT 1 00 
FEEL INFERIOR To PEOPLE 
WHO RUN SUCH CIRCLES 
NROUND ME WHILE 
SURVIVING BEING ^ 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT. 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


LJE'RE TRYING TO GET 
ON "BEST PLACES TO 
LJORK" LIST. 



I KUQ YOOK 9TUPIQ 
ARTICLE. A900T SO- 
CALL£[> ’VOTPK 

UOkf IT 

'vmKmimrm” if tuf 

P0L£$ APPLY TO 
£i/emN& 


^0 um IF &FoKm'0 

- "^XAOr MATCU" &Y&TFM 
REJeCT& YOUP l/0T£P 
PF&IATKATm IF /lA/P 
poeuc &FPi/AUT FYFR 
JVPO'P YOUR fJAM£ IM A 


IF iT'& &00P FMOU&U FOR 
"JOHN SMITH,’ ITS aoOP 
FMOUM FOR 
’MAUSKSUALAHASUSAZ 
mPUARTUA.’ 


AW WT gewfi ALLOWFP 
TO l/0T£ WITHOUT A 
STR££T APPR£$S P0£$H’T 
JUST AFF£CT lUATm 
AMPRICAm ON 
RRSERI/ATIONS. 
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DOWN 

1 Le Pew of 
cartoons 

2 Diminutive suffix 

3 Top invitees 

4 Paint container 

5 Golden 
breakfast roll 

6 Formerly, once 

7 Barbarians 

8 Fish eggs 

9 Mexican entree 

10 “The Da Vinci 
Code” priory 

11 Transmit 

12 Task 

18 Paper-folding art 
21 Fr. holy woman 

23 Ornate vase 

24 Biol, or chem. 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 


25 A billion years 

26 Gushing 
28 Affable 

30 Be a couch 
potato 

31 Fury 

33 Dandy guy 

34 1040 org. 

39 Doze 

41 Gushes 

42 Dutch painter 
Frans 

43 Help a crook 
45 Probability 

47 Docile 

48 War god 

49 Wd. from Roget 
51 Conk out 

53 Singer Carly 
— Jepsen 


ACROSS 

1 Quiet partner? 

6 Exit 

12 Air travel fatigue 

13 Rent sharer 

14 Making a choice 

15 Trample 

16 Honey bunch? 

17 The pair 

19 Moreover 

20 Despot 

22 Early riser? 

24 Observe 
27 Pre-weekend cry 
29 Sitarist 
Shankar 
32 Espresso bar 
machine 

35 Data 

36 Hideaway 

37 Bio stat 

38 Boom times 
40 Disarray 
42 Possesses 
44 Beef cut 

46 School orgs. 

50 Tolerated 
52 Bleak 

54 Taxed 

55 The Earps, e.g. 

56 Brews, 
as tea 

57 Affirmatives 


11-3 CRYPTOQUIP 

MWF KLNXF K AUBJWGBCF 
HMN HKCFJ ZWTWFKUV KWG 
EUNZ K JZKTT KEUWQKC 
UBAXLTWQ: “MBTA ZB, 

U H K C G K . ” 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A FOOD CRITIC 
WERE TRYING SOME MANNA FROM ABOVE, 
HOW MIGHT HE DESCRIBE IT? “HEAVENLY!” 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals H 
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ARMY 

AMERICA'S GAME 

NAVY 


,r _ 

V 


WHIERIE HIEROIES SHOP 

SHOPMYEXCHANGE.COM/VETERANS 


All honorably discharged Soldiers, Airmen, This tax-free benefit saves Veterans money 
Sailors, Marines and Coast Guard members and helps the military community by 


are invited to visit ShopMyExchange.com 
to confirm eligibility to access the Veterans 
online shopping benefit. 


generating earnings in support of critical 
Quality-of-Life programs. 


WHIERIE HIEROIES PLAY 

DECEMBER 8, 2018 • PHILADELPHIA, PA • 3PM 

The Exchange is a participating partner of the 2018 Army-Navy Game presented by USAA 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising' 

Circulation 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


\ Reader Letters 1 letters^striDes.com 

letters@stripes.com letters@stripes.com 

ClassifiedsEUROPE 

■ 

■ For information on Cc 

)mmercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 

Announcements 040 

1 Automotive 140 | 

Autos for Sale If 




SCAM 

FADS 


target both sel 
advertisement 


buy sight unseen and havi 
the vehkie shipped 

I People saying Free Dog 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes Is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


us SPEC Vehicles 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DEL occp, free brkfst, 




Read 

STARSIm^STRIPES, 

online at 



Visit Stript 


STARS AND STRIPES 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARSI^STRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 


STARSKJfSTRIPES. it 

To advertise in the next Relocation Guide, reach out to Michael Davidson at davidson.michael@stripes.com or call 202-761-0910. ^ 



PCS-ing to 

Fort Hood Army Base? 

browse and find a home at 

www.alltexashomes.com 



KlilLOCATIXG TO 
Il7\MPT0X ROADS, VA? 

Need Professional Property Management? 


& 


Realty Services for Those Who Serve! 

REALTOR®, GRI®ABR® 


Cell: (757)805-6235 
EricGardner@remax.net 

ww.FlyNavyHomes.coi 
RF/MAX Alliance! 



Dagmar Diane Jimmy 

Rogers Cass Alexander 

RE/MAX First Choke RE/MAX First Choice Assistant Branch Manager 

Top Producer New Construction Specialist NMLS#216000 


OVFR SaOK IX YllT UKWAUDS 2017/10 


I^ALldRS 


Off Duty? 
Amuse Yourself! 


Concerts, events, TV, movies, music, 
video games, celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


(g, j STARSK^aSTRIPES.; 


Relocating to the Greater Tampa Bay Area? 

Congratulations on your move to Mac Dill AFB, FL. 
Let's open the doors to your next home together. 


•Closing Cost Reward Program ‘Local Area Expertise 
■Network of Trusted Partners ‘School Enrollment Packag 


Licensed Real Estate Consultant at Future Flome Realty Inc 

Email: stefanisell2wesleychapel@gmail.com 

Tel: 813.210.0168 _ 

www.futurehomerealty.com 
www.facebook.com/stefanisell2wesleychapel/ 



PCS-ing to 

LUKE AIR FORCE BASE? 


Search for homes for sale at 

wvvw.LukeAirForceBaseSpecialist.com 

G-ll VARRATO II 

Arizona State 

Director at VAREP 




Lori & G-ll 

Coldwell Banker 

Lori@LukeAirForceBaseSpecialist.com 

Client Endorsements 

http://tinyurl.com/ClientEndorsements4LoriNG2 


1 


Patricia Garcia 

Realtor®, MRP CalBRE #02037806 
Email me at sandiegomilitaryspecialist@gmail.c( 
or call 619.372.9335 
www.gluurealty.com 




fSiSSfS?' This program is specifically offered to help those who serve our community 

B and go above and beyond to make our community and lives better. , 

• FREE APPRAISAL • CLOSING COST CREDITS 

* FREE HOME WARRANTY • COMPLIMENTARY HOUSE WARMING PARTY 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 

Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 

Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 

STARSKJfSTRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 
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.~ 

SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 





U.S.A 

+1-972-602-1670 Ext. 1701 
+1-800-264-8167 (US only) 
info@tgal.us 
www.tgal.us 


U.S. & GERMAN 
ATTORNEYS 


VEHICLE 

SHIPPING SERVICES 


Off Duty? 
Amuse Yourself! 


Ship Cars and Containers 


www.militarylawfirm.com 


0800-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447) 

info@worldwide-ship.de 

www.worldwide-ship.de 


AMERICAN 
DOCTORS 
■& STAFF 

^reatin0 ^eaCthy SmiCes 

• Certified Orthodontics 

• American Dental 
Hygienists 

• Family Dentistry 


Ramstein Dental Care 
06371 406 230 

Poststrasse 1,66877 Ramstein 
Ramsteindental.com 


Wiesbaden Dental Care 
06119 887 26 50 

Bahnstrasse 14,65205 Wiesbaden 
Wiesbadendental.com 


Be the one who really knows what’s going on! 


Transportation 


STARSf^STRIPES. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobilefor Android, iPhone & iPad 


Transportation 


Transportation 


STARSK^STRIPES. 


Never miss a Stars and Stripes. 

We report on issues that atfect you the most, 
covering military news from Capitol Hill to Europe, 
Pacific, the Middle East and the Pentagon. 

No one covers the bases the way we do. 
Wherever you need us, however you read us: 
Stars and Stripes is always for you. 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video games, 
celebrity antics... 

Get entertained with... 


Interglobal Shipping GmbH 

Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada 
Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings 
Contact your Pro's at the Docks todayll! 
info@interglobalshipping.de, 
www.interglobalshipping.de 


• Customs clearance 

• All Risk Marine Insurance 

• Auto Insurance (Germany only) 


Sauerwiesen 2, Kaiserslautern-Siegelbach, 
Germany 67661 • Call 0176 2005 2265 


Dental 


• International Shipping 

• Import & Export 

• Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) 

• Door to door pick-up/delivery service 


For Further Information Please Contact 


GERMANY 

+49(0)6134-2592730 
0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 
lnfo@transglobal-logistlcs.de 
www.transglobal-logistics.de 


UNITED KINGDOM 
+44(0)1638-515714 

enquiries@carshipuk.co.uk 

www.carshipuk.co.uk 


For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices/Agencies near Military Installations 




Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia 
and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for iPhone and Android and in a Tablet Edition for iPad. 


STARS^^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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SlARS^ STRI PES. 

Unlimited 
Digital Access 

INTRO OFFER! 

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 

When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 

Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 


Stars and Stripes content features 

• Access to Stars and Stripes nnobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 

• Special features on current issues 

• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 

• Archive Photo of the Day 

• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 


Subscribe Today! 


stripes.com/subscribe 
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fTRIPES 


Daily Newspaper of U.S. Armed Forcei 


IFr. 


in the European Theater of Operations 

1 Fr.Sunday, March 25,1945 



For the troops 

Stars and Stripes was a primary source of news 
for the troops at the Front and behind the lines in 
World War II. Although it printed only in the 
European theater during the war, it covered news 
from all theaters. 


Support the Mission 

Subscribe at Stripes.com/digital or email MemberServices@stripes.com to donate a subscription. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College football 

1 

Pro football 

1 

Deals 


Pro soccer 


MLS playoffs 

Knockout Round 
Eastern Conference 
Wednesday, Oct. 31 

New York City FC 3, Philadelphia 1 
Portland 2, FC Dallas 1 

Western Conference 
Thursday, Nov. 1 
Columbus at D.C. United 
Real Salt Lake at Los Angeles FC 

Wednesday 

New York City FC 3, Union 1 

Philadelphia 0 1 — 1 

New York City 2 1-3 

First haif— 1, New York City, Tajouri, 
12 (Villa), 10th minute; 2, New York City, 
Villa, 15 (Moralez), 26th. 

Second haif— 3, New York City, Mo¬ 
ralez, 9 (Tinnerholm), 78th: 4, Philadel¬ 
phia, Burke, 11 (llsinho), 83rd. 

Goaiies— Philadelphia, Andre Blake, 
John McCarthy; New York City, Sean 
Johnson, Brad Stuver. 

Yeiiow Cards— New York City, Chanot, 
55th; Sweat, 71st. Philadelphia, McKen¬ 
zie, 24th; Medunj'anin, 73rd; Jones, 86th. 
A- 15,153. 

Timbers 2 , FC Dallas 1 

Portland 1 1-2 

Daiias 0 1-1 

First haif— 1, Portland, Valeri, 11, 23rd 
minute. 

Second haif— 2, Portland, Valeri, 12 
(Ebobisse), 71st; 3, Dallas, Hedges, 3 
(Mosquera), 90th. 

Goaiies— Portland, Jeff Attinella, Steve 
Clark; Dallas, Jesse Gonzalez, Jimmy 
Maurer. 

Yeiiow Cards— Portland, Ridgewell, 
38th; Chara, 0th. Dallas, Urruti, 22nd: 
Gruezo, 0th. 

Red Cards— Portland, Mabiala, 58th. 
A- 10,297. 


Elite Trophy Zhuhai 

Wednesday 

At Hengqin international Tennis Center 
Zhuhai, China 

Purse: $2.35 million (Tour Final) 
Surface; Hard-Outdoor 
Round Robin 

Azalea 

Madison Keys (6), United States, def. 
Daria Kasatkina (1), Russia, 6-2, 6-4. 

Standings: Keys 1-0 (sets 2-0), Kasat¬ 
kina 1-1 (sets 2-3), Wang Qiang 0-1 (1-2). 

Camellia 

Garbine Muguruza (7), Spain, def. 
Zhang Shuai (12), China, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Standings: Muguruza 1-0 (2-1), Anas- 
tasija Sevastova 0-0 (0-0), Zhang 0-1 (1- 
2 ). 

Orchid 

Standings: Aryna Sabalenka 1-0 (2-0), 
Caroline Garcia 0-0 (0-0), Ashleigh Barty 
0-1 (0-2). ^ 

Anett Kontaveit (10), Estonia, def. Julia 
Goerges (5), Germany, 6-2, 4-6, 6-4. 

Standings: Elise Mertens 1-0 (2-0), 
Kontaveit 1-1 (2-3), Goerges 0-1 (1-2). 


Wednesday 
At AccorHotels Arena 

Purse: $5.55 million (Masters 1000) 
Surface; Hard-Indoor 
Singles 
Second Round 

Kei Nishikori (10), Japan, def. Adrian 
Mannarino, France, 7-5, 6-4. 

John Isner (8), United States, def. 
Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, 6-3, 6-7 
(2), 7-6(1). 

Alexander Zverev (4), Germany, def. 
Frances Tiafoe, United States, 6-4,6-4. 

Grigor Dimitrov (9), Bulgaria, def. Ro¬ 
berto Bautista Agut, Spain, 7-6 (10), 6-4. 

Roger Federer (3), Switzerland, def. 
Milos Raonic, Canada, walkover. 

Jack Sock (16), United States, def. 
Richard Gasquet, France, 6-3, 6-3. 

Kevin Anderson (7), South Africa, def. 
Nikoioz Basilashvili, Georgia, 6-3, 6-7 (3), 
7-6 (3). 

Fabio Fognini (13), Italy, def. Marton 
Fucsovics, Hungary, walkover. 

Malek Jaziri, Tunisia, def. Fernando 
Verdasco, Spain, 7-6 (5), 1-6, 6-3. 

Diego Schwartzman (15), Argentina, 
def. Feliciano Lopez, Spain, 6-4, 3-6, 7-5. 

Dominic Thiem (6), Austria, def. Gilles 
Simon, France, 6-4, 6-2. 

Borna Coric (11), Croatia, def. Daniil 
Medvedev, Russia, 6-4,6-4. 


Wednesday’s score 


Schedule 

Friday, Nov. 2 
EAST 

Penn (5-2) at Cornell (3-4) 

SOUTH 

Pittsburgh (4-4) at Virginia (6-2) 

W. Kentucky (1-7) at Middle Tennes¬ 
see (5-3) 

FAR WEST 

Colorado (5-3) at Arizona (4-5) 

Saturday, Nov. 3 
EAST 

Air Force (3-5) at Army (6-2) 

Columbia (4-3) at Harvard (3-4) 

Robert Morris (1-6) at Sacred Heart (5-3) 
Bryant (5-3) at St. Francis (Pa.) (3-5) 
Valparaiso (1-7) at Marist (4-4) 
Duquesne (5-3) at Wagner (2-6) 

Holy Cross (2-6) at Lafayette (3-5) 
Bucknell (1-7) at Lehigh (1-7) 

Colgate (7-0) at Fordham (1-7) 
Charleston Southern (3-4) at Mon¬ 
mouth (NJ)(6-2) 

Hampton (4-3) at NY Maritime (6-2) 
James Madison (6-2) at New Hamp¬ 
shire (2-6) 

Dartmouth (7-0) at Princeton (7-0) 
Brown (1-6) at Yale (4-3) 

Delaware (6-2) at Albany (NY) (2-6) 
Liberty (4-3) at UMass (3-6) 

Maine (5-3) at Towson (6-2) 

SOUTH 

Texas A&M (5-3) at Auburn (5-3) 
Louisville (2-6) at Clemson (8-0) 
Memphis (4-4) at East Carolina (2-5) 
Butler (3-5) at Jacksonville (1-6) 
Michigan St. (5-3) at Maryland (5-3) 
South Carolina (4-3) at Mississippi (5-3) 
Syracuse (6-2) at Wake Forest (4-4) 
Georgia Tech (4-4) at North Carolina (1-6) 
Chattanooga (6-2) at Furman (3-4) 
Florida A&M (6-2) at Howard (3-4) 
Norfolk St. (3-4) at NC A&T (6-2) 
Morehead St. (3-5) at Stetson (6-1) 
Rhode Island (5-3) at Elon (5-2) 
Presbyterian (2-5) at Gardner-Webb (2-6) 
Tusculum (5-3) at VMI (0-8) 

Savannah St. (2-5) at Delaware St. (1-7) 
Texas St. (2-6) at Georgia St. (2-6) 

UT Martin (1-7) at Jacksonville St. (6-2) 
Campbell (5-3) at Kennesaw St. (7-1) 
Edward Waters (4-4) at NC Central (3-4) 
Shorter (0-9) at North Alabama (5-3) 
Murray St. (4-4) at Tennessee Tech (0-8) 
Texas Southern (2-6) at Alabama St. (2-5) 
MVSU (1-6) at Grambling St. (4-4) 
Prairie View (3-5) at Jackson St. (3-4) 
Georgia Southern (7-1) at Louisiana- 
Monroe (4-4) 

ETSU (7-2) at Mercer (4-4) 

Villanova (3-5) at Richmond (3-5) 
Wofford (6-2) at Samford (4-4) 
Marshall (5-2) at Southern Miss. (3-4) 
Georgia (7-1) at Kentucky (7-1) 

Florida St. (4-4) at NC State (5-2) 
McNeese St. (6-2) at SE Louisiana (3-6) 
Tulane (3-5) at South Florida (7-1) 
Louisiana-Lafayette (4-5) at Troy (6-2) 
The Citadel (2-5) at W. Carolina (3-5) 
Boston College (6-2) at Virginia Tech (4-3) 
Missouri (4-4) at Florida (6-2) 
Bethune-Cookman (4-5) at Morgan St. 
(2-6) 

Charlotte (4-4) at Tennessee (3-5) 

E. Kentucky (4-4) at Austin Peay (4-4) 
Appalachian St. (5-2) at Coastal Caro¬ 
lina (5-3) 

Duke (5-3) at Miami (5-3) 

FAU (3-5) at FlU (6-2) 

Louisiana Tech (6-2) at Mississippi St. (5-3) 
UTSA (3-5) at UAB (7-1) 

Alabama (8-0) at LSU (7-1) 


Cent. Michigan (1-8) at E. Michigan (4-5) 
Iowa St. (4-3) at Kansas (3-5) 
Nebraska (2-6) at Ohio St. (7-1) 
Rutgers (1-7) at Wisconsin (5-3) 

South Dakota (3-5) at Indiana St. (5-3) 
San Diego (6-2) at Drake (5-2) 

Illinois St. (5-3) at N. Iowa (4-4) 

W. Illinois (4-4) at S. Illinois (2-6) 
Tennessee St. (3-3) at SE Missouri (6-2) 
Missouri St. (3-4) at S. Dakota St. (4-3) 
Navy (2-6) at Cincinnati (7-1) 
Minnesota (4-4) at Illinois (3-5) 
Youngstown St. (3-5) at N. Dakota St. (8-0) 
Iowa (6-2) at Purdue (4-4) 

Penn St. (6-2) at Michigan (7-1) 

Notre Dame (8-0) at Northwestern (5-3) 
SOUTHWEST 

Oklahoma St. (5-3) at Baylor (4-4) 
Northwestern St. (3-5) at Abilene 
Christian (4-4) 

South Alabama (2-6) at Arkansas St. (4-4) 
Nicholls (5-3) at Houston Baptist (1-7) 
Sam Houston St. (5-3) at Incarnate 
Word (4-4) 

Alabama A&M (4-4) at Ark.-Pine Bluff (1-7) 
UTEP (0-8) at Rice (1-8) 

Kansas St. (3-5) at TCU (3-5) 

West Virginia (6-1) at Texas (6-2) 
Lamar (4-4) at Cent. Arkansas (5-3) 
Houston (7-1) at SMU (3-5) 

UConn (1-7) at Tulsa (1-7) 

Oklahoma (7-1) at Texas Tech (5-3) 
FAR WEST 

Sacramento St. (3-5) at Weber St. (6-2) 
San Jose St. (1-7) at Wyoming (3-6) 

E. Washington (6-2) at N. Colorado (2-7) 
Montana (4-4) at S. Utah (1-7) 

Utah (6-2) at Arizona St. (4-4) 

Cal Poly (3-5) at Montana St. (4-4) 
Alcorn St. (7-2) at New Mexico St. (2-7) 

N. Arizona (3-5) at UC Davis (7-1) 
North Dakota (4-4) at Idaho (3-5) 

Idaho St. (5-3) at Portland St. (4-4) 
UCLA (2-6) at Oregon (5-3) 

Stanford (5-3) at Washington (6-3) 
Southern Cal (4-4) at Oregon St. (2-6) 
BYU (4-4) at Boise St. (6-2) 

San Diego St. (6-2) at New Mexico (3-5) 
Fresno St. (7-1) at UNLV (2-6) 

California (5-3) at Washington St. (7-1) 
Utah St. (7-1) at Hawaii (6-4) 


NFL injury report 

NEW YORK - The National Football 
League injury report, as provided by the 

Sunday 

ATLANTA FALCONS at WASHINGTON 
REDSKINS - FALCONS: DNP: CB Robert 
Alford (ankle), K Matt Bryant (right ham¬ 
string). LIMITED: CB Justin Bethel (back), 
C Alex Mack (back), WR Mohamed Sanu 
(hip), DT Deadrin Senat (neck, shoulder). 
FULL: LS Josh Harris (hand). REDSKINS: 
DNP: WR Jamison Crowder (ankle), G 
Shawn Lauvao (calf), S Montae Nicholson 
(hip, neck), RB Adrian Peterson (shoul¬ 
der), WR Paul Richardson (shoulder, 
knee), RB Chris Thompson (rib), T Trent 
Williams (thumb, shoulder). LIMITED: LB 
Ryan Anderson (knee), RB Kapri Bibbs 
(shoulder), CB Quinton Dunbar (shin), TE 
Jordan Reed (neck), G Brandon Scherff 
(knee). FULL: LB Zach Brown (oblique), 
WR Maurice Harris (shoulder), CB Danny 
Johnson (forearm), QB Colt McCoy (right 
thumb), T Morgan Moses (elbow). 

CHICAGO BEARS at BUFFALO BILLS 
— BEARS: DNP: TE Ben Braunecker (con¬ 
cussion), G Kyle Long (foot), LB Khalil 
Mack (ankle), WR Allen Robinson (groin). 
LIMITED: WR Taylor Gabriel (knee), G Eric 
Kush (neck), DT Bilal Nichols (knee). 
BILLS: DNP: LB Lorenzo Alexander (not 
injury related), QB Josh Allen (right el¬ 
bow), QB Derek Anderson (concussion), 
LB Tremaine Edmunds (concussion), RB 
Taiwan Jones (neck), DE Trent Murphy 
(knee), DT Kyle Williams (not injury re¬ 
lated). 

DETROIT LIONS at MINNESOTA VI¬ 
KINGS - LIONS: LIMITED: DE Ezekiel 
Ansah (shoulder), T Taylor Decker 
(back), LB Christian Jones (knee), G T.J. 
Lang (hip), LB Jalen Reeves-Maybin (toe, 
neck), RB Theo Riddick (knee). VIKINGS: 
DNP: LB Anthony Barr (hamstring), G 
Tom Compton (knee), WR Stefon Diggs 
(rib), RB Roc Thomas (hamstring). LIM¬ 
ITED: RB Dalvin Cook (hamstring), DT 
Linval Joseph (ankle, knee), T Riley Reiff 
(foot), CB Xavier Rhodes (foot), S Andrew 
Sendejo (groin). 

HOUSTON TEXANS at DENVER BRON¬ 
COS - TEXANS: DNP: LB Zach Cunning¬ 
ham (knee). LIMITED: CB Aaron Colvin 
(ankle), WR Keke Coutee (hamstring), G 
Zach Fulton (ankle), S Andre Hal (shoul¬ 
der), WR DeAndre Hopkins (foot), CB 
Johnathan Joseph (ankle, knee), LB Josh 
Keyes (foot), LB Brian Peters (ankle), CB 
Shareece Wright (hand, groin). FULL: TE 
Ryan Griffin (illness), LB Peter Kalam- 
bayi (concussion), LB Brennan Scarlett 
(groin), QB Deshaun Watson (chest). 
BRONCOS: DNP: RB Royce Freeman (an¬ 
kle), WR DaeSean Hamilton (knee), LB 
Brandon Marshall (knee), CB Bradley 
Roby (ankle), S Darian Stewart (neck). 
LIMITED: LB Von Miller (knee), LB Shane 
Ray (ankle, wrist), T Jared Veldheer 
(knee). FULL: WR Isaiah McKenzie (hip), 
DT Domata Peko (elbow). 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS at CLEVELAND 
BROWNS - CHIEFS: DNP: S Eric Berry 
(heel), LB Anthony Hitchens (rib), LB Jus¬ 
tin Houston (hamstring), C Mitch Morse 
(concussion), LB Frank Zombo (ham¬ 
string). FULL: G Cameron Erving (neck), 
WR Tyreek Hill (groin), RB Kareem Hunt 
(knee), TE Travis Kelce (shoulder), 
LB Tanoh Kpassagnon (ankle), G An¬ 
drew Wylie (back). BROWNS: DNP: WR 
Rashard Higgins (knee), S Damarious 
Randall (groin), LB Joe Schobert (ham¬ 
string), C J.C. Tretter (ankle). LIMITED: 
TE David Njoku (knee), WR Da’Mari Scott 
(shoulder), CB Tavierre Thomas (abdo¬ 
men). FULL: CB E.J. Gaines (concussion), 
G Christopher Hubbard (toe), RB Duke 
Johnson (back). 


Pro basketball 


NBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 7 1 .875 - 

Boston 5 2 .714 VA 

Philadelphia 4 4 .500 3 

Brooklyn 3 5 .375 4 

New York 2 6 .250 5 

Southeast Division 

Charlotte 4 4 .500 - 

Miami 3 4 .429 'A 

Orlando 2 5 .286 VA 

Atlanta 2 5 .286 VA 

Washington 1 6 .143 I'A 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 7 0 1.000 - 

Indiana 5 3 .625 I'A 

Detroit 4 3 .571 3 

Chicago 2 6 .250 5'/: 

Cleveland 1 6 .143 6 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

San Antonio 5 2 .714 - 

Memphis 4 2 .667 'A 

New Orleans 4 3 .571 1 

Dallas 2 6 .250 VA 

Houston 1 5 .167 3'/2 

Northwest Division 

Denver 6 1 .857 - 

Portland 5 2 .714 1 

Utah 4 3 .571 2 

Minnesota 4 4 .500 I'A 

Oklahoma City 2 4 .333 VA 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 8 1 .889 - 

Sacramento 5 3 .625 I'A 

L.A. Clippers 4 3 .571 3 

L.A. Lakers 3 5 .375 4'/2 

Phoenix 1 6 .143 6 

Tuesday’s games 
Charlotte 125, Miami 113 
Cleveland 136, Atlanta 114 
Sacramento 107, Orlando 99 


LOS ANGELES CHARGERS at SEATTLE 
SEAHAWKS - CHARGERS: DNP: DE Joey 
Bosa (foot), DE Chris Landrum (hip), LB 
Kyzir White (knee). LIMITED; RB Melvin 
Gordon (hamstring). SEAHAWKS: No Re¬ 
port. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS at NEW ORLEANS 
SAINTS - RAMS: LIMITED: WR Cooper 
Kupp (knee), LB Trevon Young (back). 
SAINTS: DNP: DE Marcus Davenport (toe), 
DE Mitchell Loewen (neck). LIMITED: T 
Terron Armstead (knee), WR Cameron 
Meredith (knee), WR Michael Thomas 
(shoulder), C Max Unger (elbow). 

NEW YORK JETS at MIAMI DOLPHINS - 
JETS: DNP: WR Robby Anderson (ankle), 
CB Morris Claiborne (not injury related), 
WR Quincy Enunwa (ankle), CB Trumaine 
Johnson (quadricep), LB Frankie Luvu 
(neck), DT Steve McLendon (ankle), LB 
Kevin Pierre-Louis (foot), TE Neal Ster¬ 
ling (concussion). LIMITED: T Kelvin Bea- 
chum (knee, ankle), LB Jordan Jenkins 
(ankle), C Spencer Long (knee, finger), 
S Marcus Maye (thumb). FULL: RB Tren¬ 
ton Cannon (finger), G James Carpenter 
(shoulder). DOLPHINS: DNP: DE Charles 
Harris (calf), WR Kenny Stills (groin). 
LIMITED: CB Xavien Howard (ankle), QB 
Ryan Tannehill (right shoulder). FULL: G 
Jesse Davis (elbow), TE A.J. Derby (foot), 
RB Kenyan Drake (shoulder), WR Jakeem 
Grant (achilles), S Reshad Jones (shoul¬ 
der), G Ted Larsen (neck), S T.J. McDon¬ 
ald (knee), DE Robert Quinn (ankle), C 
Travis Swanson (elbow). 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS at BALTIMORE 
RAVENS - STEELERS: DNP: LB Bud Du¬ 
pree (illness), C Maurkice Pouncey (not 
injury related), QB Ben Roethlisberger 
(finger (left hand), not injury related), CB 
Coty Sensabaugh (toe). FULL: T Marcus 
Gilbert (knee). RAVENS: DNP: C Bradley 
Bozeman (calf), CB Brandon Carr (not 
injury related), CB Marlon Humphrey 
(thigh), G James Hurst (back), S Tony Jef¬ 
ferson (hamstring), G Alex Lewis (neck), 
LB C.J. Mosley (thigh), T Ronnie Stanley 
(ankle), LB Tim Williams (ankle). LIMIT¬ 
ED: RBAlex Collins (foot). 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS at CARO¬ 
LINA PANTHERS - BUCCANEERS: DNP: 
T Demar Dotson (knee, shoulder), WR 
Mike Evans (knee), RB Ronald Jones 
(hamstring), DE Jason Pierre-Paul (ribs, 
foot), CB M.J. Stewart (foot). LIMITED: RB 
Peyton Barber (ankle), DE Vinny Curry 
(ankle), DT Gerald McCoy (calf), G Evan 
Smith (hip). PANTHERS: DNP: S Mike 
Adams (not injury related), DE Julius 
Peppers (not injury related), WR Torrey 
Smith (knee). LIMITED: QB Cam Newton 
(right shoulder), TE Greg Olsen (foot). 
FULL; S Rashaan Gaulden (ankle), LB An¬ 
dre Smith (hamstring). 

GREEN BAY PACKERS at NEW ENGLAND 
PATRIOTS - PACKERS: DNP: LB Nick Per¬ 
ry (ankle), S Jermaine Whitehead (back). 
LIMITED: CB Jaire Alexander (groin), WR 
Geronimo Allison (hamstring), T Bryan 
Bulaga (knee), WR Randall Cobb (ham¬ 
string), TE Jimmy Graham (knee), QB 
Aaron Rodgers (knee), WR Equanimeous 
St. Brown (knee). PATRIOTS: DNP: WR 
Julian Edelman (ankle, illness), TE Jacob 
Hollister (hamstring), G Shaquille Mason 
(calf), C Brian Schwenke (foot), DE Deat- 
rich Wise (illness). LIMITED: P Ryan Allen 
(left ankle), T Trenton Brown (ankle), T 
Marcus Cannon (concussion), LS Joe 
Cardona (shoulder), WR Josh Gordon 
(hamstring), DE Geneo Grissom (ankle), 
TE Rob Gronkowski (ankle, back), LB 
Dont’a Hightower (knee), RB Sony Michel 
(knee), DE John Simon (shoulder). 

Monday 

TENNESSEE TITANS at DALLAS COW¬ 
BOYS - TITANS: No Report. COWBOYS: 
No Report. 


Boston 108, Detroit 105 
Toronto 129, Philadelphia 112 
Memphis 107, Washington 95 
Oklahoma City 128, L.A. Clippers 110 
Portland 104, Houston 85 

Wednesday’s games 
Brooklyn 120, Detroit 119, OT 
Denver 108, Chicago 107, OT 
Indiana 107, New York 101 
Minnesota 128, Utah 125 
Golden State 131, New Orleans 121 
L.A. Lakers 114, Dallas 113 
San Antonio 120, Phoenix 90 
Thursday’s games 
Denver at Cleveland 
L.A. Clippers at Philadelphia 
Oklahoma City at Charlotte 
Sacramento at Atlanta 
Milwaukee at Boston 
New Orleans at Portland 
Friday’s games 
L.A. Clippers at Orlando 
Houston at Brooklyn 
Indiana at Chicago 
Oklahoma City at Washington 
New York at Dallas 
Memphis at Utah 
Toronto at Phoenix 
Minnesota at Golden State 
Saturday’s games 
Detroit at Philadelphia 
Boston at Indiana 
Cleveland at Charlotte 
Miami at Atlanta 
Houston at Chicago 
New Orleans at San Antonio 
Utah at Denver 
L.A. Lakers at Portland 

Sunday’s games 
Sacramento at Milwaukee 
Philadelphia at Brooklyn 
New York at Washington 
Orlando at San Antonio 
Memphis at Phoenix 
Minnesota at Portland 
Toronto at L.A. Lakers 


Wednesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CLEVELAND iNDiANS - Agreed to 
terms with OF Leonys Martin on a one- 
year contract. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Declined their 
2019 option on C Brian McCann. An¬ 
nounced RHP Jandel Gustave refused an 
outright assignment to Round Rock (PCL) 
and elected to become a free agent. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Announced 
RHP Nate Karns declined outright as¬ 
signment to Omaha (PCL), making him 
a free agent. Agreed to terms with RHP 
Wily Peralta on a one-year contract. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Claimed OF Mi¬ 
chael Reed off waivers from Atlanta. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Declined the 
2019 option on OF Brett Gardner and 
agreed to terms with him on a one-year 
contract. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Exercised 
their 2019 option on RHP Fernando Rod- 

"^^'eATTLE mariners - Claimed OF 
John Andreoli off waivers from Balti¬ 
more. Selected the contract of INF Joey 
Curletta. Reinstated RHPs Juan Nicasio 
and Sam Tuivailala from the 60-day DL. 
Sent RHPs Ryan Cook and Justin Graham 
outright to Tacoma (PCL). 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Exercised 
their 2019 option on IB Justin Smoak. De¬ 
clined their 2019 option on INF Yangervis 
Solarte. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Rein¬ 
stated RHP Taijuan Walker, IB Christian 
Walker, OF Jarrod Dyson and 3B Jake 
Lamb from the 60-day DL. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Reinstated LHP 
Jacob Lindgren and RHP Jose Ramirez 
from the 60-day DL and assigned them, 
and OFs Lane Adams and Preston Tucker, 
outright to Gwinnett (IL). 

CHICAGO CUBS - Exercised the 2019 
opdon on LHP Jose Quintana. Claimed 


..' Jerry Vasto off waivers from Kansas 
City. Agreed on two-year player devel¬ 
opment contract extensions with Iowa 
(PCL), Tennessee (SL), Myrtle Beach 
(Carolina) and South Bend (MWL). 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Declined 
their 2019 option on RHP Jordan Lyles. 
Announced the resignation of pitching 
coach Derek Johnson. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Declined their 
2019 options on 2B Josh Harrison and 3B 
Jung Ho Kang. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Reinstated 
OF Franchy Cordero and RHP Dinelson 
Lamet from the 60-day DL. Named Rod 
Barajas bench coach, Damion Easley 
infielders coach and assistant hitting 
coach, Johnny Washington hitting coach, 
Darren Baisley pitching coach, Dullpen 
coach Doug Bochtler, third base coach 
Glenn Hoffman and first base coach Skip 
Schumaker. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Assigned G/F 
Daniel Hamilton to Erie (NBAGL). Trans¬ 
ferred G Jaylen Adams to Erie. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Signed TE 
Gabe Holmes and DT Vincent Valentine 
to the Practice Squad. Released DT Pa- 
soni Tasini and TE Andrew Vollert from 
the practice squad. 

BUFFALO BllLS - Placed P Corey Bo- 
jorquez and RB Taiwan Jones on injured 
reserve. Signed QB Matt Barkley and P 
Colton Schmidt.l 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Released DB 
Arrion Springs from the practice squad. 
Signed DB Robert Jackson to the prac¬ 
tice squad. Named Ryan Lindley running 
backs coach. 

DETROIT LIONS - Released TE Jerome 
Cunningham from the practice squad. 
Signed LB Kelvin Sheppard. Signed DE 
Alex Barrett to the practice squad. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Signed RB Tra 
Carson from the practice squad and RB 
Lavon Coleman to the practice squad. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Signed CB 
Deante Burton off the Atlanta practice 
squad. Waived OT David Sharpe. Waived 
WR Bruce Ellington from injured reserve. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Signed QB 
Landry Jones. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Signed DT Sylves¬ 
ter Williams. Activated LB Mike Hull from 


eadi Odenigbo to the practice squad. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Placed DB 
Eric Rowe on injured reserve. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Claimed G 
Jamon Brown off waivers from the Los 
Angeles Rams. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed 
LB Cassanova McKinzy to the practice 
squad. Released DB Jason Thompson 
from the practice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recafled C Kalle 
Kossila and RW Kiefer Sherwood from 
San Diego (AHL). Assigned Cs Sam Steel 
and Joseph Blandisi to San Diego. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Recalled D 
Haydn Fleury from Charlotte (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Assigned D Joe 
Hicketts to Grand Rapids (AHL). Recalled 
C Wade Megan from Grand Rapids. 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Assigned F 
Austin Wagner and D Sean Walker to On¬ 
tario (AHL). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Reassigned 
G Troy Grosenick to Milwaukee (AHL). 
Activated G Pekka Rinne from injured 
reserve. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Loaned F 
Tom KuhnhackI to Bridgeport (AHL). 
Recalled G Christopher Gibson on emer¬ 
gency conditions. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Assigned G Ville 
Husso to San Antonio (AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Recalled 
D Aaron Ness from Hershey (AHL). As¬ 
signed Travis Boyd to Hershey on a long 
term injury conditioning assignment. 
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Around the league 


Devils test strong start on road 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated Press 

NEWARK, N. J. 

L ess than a month into the 
season, it looks like the 
New Jersey Devils are 
ready to take the next 
step after making the playoffs for 
the first time since reaching the 
Stanley Cup Final in 2012. 

John Hynes’ club opened the 
season with four straight wins 
and it has taken 11 of a possible 
18 points in the first nine games 
(5-3-1). 

Kyle Palmieri is among the 
league leaders with nine goals. 
Ditto Hart Trophy winner Tay¬ 
lor Hall with 10 assists, including 
eight on the power play. The line 
of Palmieri, 2017 No. 1 overall 
draft pick Nico Hischier and Hall 
has combined for 34 points, while 
goaltender Keith Kinkaid has two 
shutouts and a 2.74 goals-against 
average in starting every game. 

Everything is looking good for 
a team that didn’t make many 
changes in the offseason after 
being eliminated in the first round 
by the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Or is it? 

The Devils’ success this season 
has been a combination of good 
play and a friendly schedule, 
which started in Sweden. Six of 
the last seven games have been 
played at home, including two 
where their opponent played the 
night before. 

Now things get tough. New Jer¬ 
sey embarked on a seven-game 
road trip that started with an 8-3 
loss in Tampa on Tuesday and will 
end on Nov. 11 at Winnipeg. The 
Devils won’t be on the road the 
whole time. One game is in New 
York City against the Islanders. 

“I think it’s definitely going 
to test us,” said Kinkaid, who 
should start getting a few days 
off with Cory Schneider off in¬ 
jured reserve. “I don’t think I’ve 
ever done anything like this. It’s 
going to really test our team and 
see what we’re made of We can’t 
dwell on the games that we let slip 
away.” 

After playing a tenacious style 
in winning the first four games, 
the Devils were beaten by Phil¬ 
adelphia and Colorado on late 
third-period goals. They gave up 
a late third-period goal and lost 
to Nashville in overtime and then 
edged Florida 3-2 after nearly 
blowing a 3-0 lead. 

“The last two games before 
Florida, I don’t think we played 
like what’s expected of us, but we 
bounced back and played the type 
of game we want to play,” captain 
Andy Greene said Monday. “I 
don’t think we’re going to sneak 
up on teams like we did last year. 
We can’t sit around and rest on 
what we did last year. It’s a new 
group and a new dynamic. It’s 
up to us to step forward. We’ve 
only played eight games, so it’s 
hard to tell where we’re at. This 
league has a way of humbling you 
quick.” 

Like old times, the Devils had 



Tom Mihalek/AP 


New Jersey Devils goalie Keith Kinkaid should get some time off now that Cory Schneider is off injured 
reserve. Kinkaid has two shutouts so far and a 2.74 goals-against average. 



Noah K. Muhhay/AP 

New Jersey Devils right wing Kyle Palmieri celebrates after scoring 
a goal against the San Jose Sharks during the second period of an 
Oct. 14 game in Newark, N.J. Palmieri is among the league leaders 
with nine goals and the Devils are 5-3-1 through nine games. 


been stingy on defense, until fac¬ 
ing the Lightning. However, they 
need more from the second, third 
and fourth lines. The Hischier 
line has carried the load and the 
only other line making a big con¬ 
tribution is the checking unit. 
Blake Coleman and Brian Boyle 
have three goals apiece. 

“I don’t think we’re concerned 
on who predicted us to do what¬ 
ever,” Boyle said. “Last year, we 
were in a playoff spot from the 
beginning of the season and we 
just stayed there. But last year is 
over. It was important to get off to 
a good start again this year and 
we can do what we did last year 
and stay in the playoff spot all 
season long.” 

Hynes wants more consistency. 

“We have to focus on finding 
an identity and building on that,” 
said the fourth-year head coach. 
“I think we have a group of guys 
who come play every night. We 
had a little bit of a slip, but we 
found a way to get back to what 
we do best. That’s our recipe for 
success, playing hard and getting 
after it.” 

Freelancer Jim Hague in Newark, N.J., 
contributed to this report. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Montreal 

Buffalo 

Ottawa 

Detroit 

Florida 


Metropolitan Division 


0 16 42 37 

2 16 37 29 

2 14 34 29 

2 14 31 35 

2 10 36 44 

8 30 46 

7 28 35 


Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Islanders 11 
Carolina 12 
Washington 10 
Columbus 11 
New Jersey 9 
Philadelphia 12 
N.Y. Rangers 12 


43 32 
13 36 28 
13 36 34 
12 39 37 
12 39 43 
11 31 28 
10 35 48 
9 32 41 


Nashville 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

Winnipeg 

Chicago 

Dallas 

St. Louis 


Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

L OT Pts GF GA 


15 35 32 
15 43 47 
12 34 30 
9 36 39 


0 16 40 ' 


13 32 34 
12 31 21 
12 32 37 
11 27 34 
7 22 39 
e point 


Pacific Division 

Vancouver 14 ~ ‘ 

San Jose 12 b 3 

Calgary 13 7 5 

Edmonton 11 6 4 

Arizona 11 6 5 

Anaheim 13 5 6 

Vegas 12 5 6 

Los Angeles 11 3 7 

Note: Two points for a..,_ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Tuesday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders 6, Pittsburgh 3 
Detroit 5, Columbus 3 
Calgary 2, Buffalo 1, OT 
Boston 3, Carolina 2 
Dallas 4, Montreal 1 
Tampa Bay 8, New Jersey 3 
Nashville 4, Vegas 1 
Minnesota 4, Edmonton 3 
Philadelphia 3, Anaheim 2 
Arizona 5, Ottawa 1 
N.Y. Rangers 4, San Jose 3, SO 
Wednesday’s game 
Vancouver 4, Chicago 2 

Thursday’s games 
Winnipeg vs. Florida at Helsinki 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Islanders 
Dallas at Toronto 
New Jersey at Detroit 
Washington at Montreal 
Nashville at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at Ottawa 
Vegas at St. Louis 
Colorado at Calgary 
Chicago at Edmonton 
N.Y. Rangers at Anaheim 
Philadelphia at Los Angeles 
Columbus at San Jose 

Friday’s games 

Florida vs. Winnipeg at Helsinki 
Colorado at Vancouver 
Carolina at Arizona 

Saturday’s games 
Ottawa at Buffalo 
Edmonton at Detroit 
Tampa Bay at Montreal 
New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders 
Toronto at Pittsburgh 
Dallas at Washington 
Minnesota at St. Louis 
Boston at Nashville 
Chicago at Calgary 
Carolina at Vegas 
Columbus at Los Angeles 
Philadelphia at San Jose 
Sunday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Ottawa 
Buffalo at N.Y. Rangers 
Columbus at Anaheim 

Leaders 

Goal scoring 

Name, Team GP G 

Patrick Kane, Chicago 12 11 

David Pastrnak, Boston 12 11 

Filip Forsberg, Nashville 12 10 

Gabriel Landeskog, Colorado 12 10 

Auston Matthews, Toronto 11 10 

Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 12 9 

Connor McDavid, Edmonton 11 9 

Timo Meier, San Jose 12 9 

Kyle Palmieri, New Jersey 9 9 

Viktor Arvidsson, Nashville 12 8 

Alex DeBrincat, Chicago 13 8 

Elias Lindholm, Calgary 13 8 

Alex Ovechkin, Washington 10 8 

Patrice Bergeron, Boston 12 7 

Leon DraisaitI, Edmonton 11 7 

Micheal Ferland, Carolina 12 7 

Brendan Gallagher, Montreal 11 7 

Elias Pettersson, Vancouver 8 7 

Plus/Minus 

Name, Team GP +/- 

Gabriel Landeskog, Colorado 12 14 

Mikko Rantanen, Colorado 12 14 

Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 12 12 

Sebastian Aho, Carolina 12 11 

Filip Forsberg, Nashville 12 11 

Jeff Skinner, Buffalo 12 10 

Viktor Arvidsson, Nashville 12 9 

Sidney Crosby, Pittsburgh 10 9 

Micheal Ferland, Carolina 12 9 

Ryan Johansen, Nashville 12 9 

Tyler Johnson, Tampa Bay 10 9 

Noah Juulsen, Montreal 9 9 

Brayden Point, Tampa Bay 11 9 

Teuvo Teravainen, Carolina 12 9 

Brian Dumoulin, Pittsburgh 10 8 

Mark Giordano, Calgary 13 8 

Erik Johnson, Colorado 12 8 

Jamie Oleksiak, Pittsburgh 9 8 

Brett Pesce, Carolina 12 8 
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Brian pERCusoN/Stars and Stripes 

Ramstein’s Dominque Arizpe breaks a tackle before scoring against Kaiserslautern in the DODEA 
Europe semifinal on Saturday in Ramstein, Germany. Ramstein won 48-14. 


DODEA Europe football championships 

Six teams fighting for titles 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

The Super Six is back in DODEA Europe 
football. 

This year’s slate of European championship 
games, set for Saturday at Kaiserslautern High 
School, numbers three rather than two for the first 
time since 2012. As a result, it’s a super set of six 
teams playing for titles, as opposed to the Final Four 
of the preceding five seasons. 

The return of Division III, this time playing 
six-man football, is responsible for Saturday’s ex¬ 
pansion. That game, pitting the Ansbach Cougars 
against the AFNORTH Lions, kicks off the day’s 
schedule at noon CET. The Aviano Saints take on 
the Naples Wildcats for the Division II title at 3 p.m. 
CET, while the Ramstein Royals and Lakenheath 
Lancers face off for the Division I crown in the day’s 
6 p.m. CET main event. 

Division I 

Ramstein Royais v. Lakenheath Lancers 

How they got here: The Royals have remained 
the unequivocal frontrunner over the course of a 6-0 
regular season and cemented that status with a 48-14 
rout of Kaiserslautern in last weekend’s semifinal. 

The Lancers (5-1 in the regular season) have suc¬ 
ceeded by more dramatic means, including an epic 
comeback defeat of Kaiserslautern and two wins 
by a total of eight points over defending champion 
Stuttgart. The latter of those two wins came last 
weekend in a 31-26 semifinal triumph. 

Previous meeting: Remarkably, the Royals’ 
matchup with their fellow future finalist was the 
most lopsided of their undefeated season: 40-0 in 
Ramstein’s favor on Sept. 29. 

Playoff history: The Royals are a fixture of the 
Division I title scene; they’re on an active three-year 
streak of title-game appearances and have played in 
the championship game in six of the last seven sea¬ 
sons, winning three. 

Rising power Lakenheath is fast becoming an an¬ 
nual postseason presence, but the program is look¬ 
ing for its first Division I championship after losses 
in the 1997 and 2002 title games. 

Keys to the game: While it never got going against 
Ramstein in September, Lakenheath has a potent of¬ 
fense that scored at least 28 points in every game 
save for the shutout against Ramstein. The Lanc¬ 
ers will need to construct long, preferably points- 
producing drives to keep the Royal offense off the 
field and the score close. Lakenheath probably can’t 
count on more late-game heroics, as Ramstein tends 


to get stronger as the game goes on. 

Division II: 

Naples Wildcats v. Aviano Saints 

How they got here: The Wildcats slipped up 
briefly early in the season with a 14-13 loss to rival 
Vicenza, but recovered to win their final four games 
and clinch a playoff spot on the final day of the regu¬ 
lar season. Aviano was the undefeated frontrun¬ 
ner all season, securing its spot even before its late 
showdown with Naples. 

Previous meeting: The Wildcats beat the Saints 41- 
36 on Oct. 20 in a game that might have been skewed 
by motivations — Aviano was already assured of its 
spot in the final, while the Wildcats needed the win. 

Playoff history: Befitting a year of upheaval in 
DODEA Europe football, this championship match¬ 
up is a fresh one. Aviano is in the title game for the 
first time since its 1998 championship; Naples has 
reached three finals and lost them all, most recently 
in 2012. 

Keys to the game: Both teams have prolific and 
versatile offenses spearheaded by big-time play- 
makers. The team that make a few game-changing 
plays on the other side of the ball is likely to come 
out ahead. 

Division III 

Ansbach Cougars v. AFNORTH Lions 

How they got here: The Cougars didn’t have the 
numbers to field an 11-man team in 2017, but they 
returned with a vengeance when six-man ball was 
introduced this fall. Ansbach crushed every team it 
encountered this fall, scoring at least 48 points in 
all five of its victories. AFNORTH had an easy time 
with every opponent save for Ansbach. 

Previous meeting: AFNORTH’s 75-46 margin of 
defeat was as respectable as anyone’s in Ansbach’s 
overwhelmingly dominant fall. 

Playoff history: The Cougars are one of the more 
storied programs in DODEA-Europe football his¬ 
tory, with two separate back-to-back Division II title 
reigns in the last 11 years, most recently in 2014 and 
2015. AFNORTH was among the stronger programs 
in DODEA Europe’s former iteration of Division III, 
reaching the 2006 and 2008 title games and winning 
the latter. 

Keys to the game: AFNORTH will have to 
find some creative solution to Ansbach’s irresist¬ 
ible offensive onslaught if it’s to make a game of it 
Saturday. 

broome.gregory@stripes.com 

Twitter: @broomestripes 



Bahrain’s Christina Carpenter-Lopez hits the hall between 
Marymount’s Alessandra Riviere, left, and Margherita Guerra in a 
Division II match. Bahrain heat MMI 25-18, 25-27, 21-25. 

Scoreboard 


DODEA Europe Volleyball 
Championships 

Thursday at Kaiserslautern, Germany 
Division I 
Pool A 

Wiesbaden def. Viiseck 25-23, 25-20, 
25-16 

Viiseck def. Lakenheath 25-11, 25-22, 
25-18 

Stuttgart def. Wiesbaden 25-13, 25-14, 
22-25 

Wiesbaden def. Lakenheath 25-11, 25- 
19, 25-23 

Stuttgart def. Viiseck 23-25, 25-19, 25- 

16 

Pools 

Vicenza def. SHAPE 25-12, 25-22, 25-13 
Ramstein def. Naples 25-11, 25-23, 25- 

Kaiserslautern def. SHAPE 26-24, 25- 
16, 25-13 

Ramstein def. Vicenza 25-14, 19-25, 
25-15 

Vicenza def. Naples 25-13, 25-19, 23-25 
Ramstein def. Kaiserslautern 25-11, 
25-14, 26-24 

Naples def. SHAPE 25-12, 25-16, 25-13 

Friday’s matches 
Pool A 

At Kaiserslautern Middle School 

1 Stuttgart v. 8 Lakenheath, 10:15 a.m. 

Pool B 

At Kaiserslautern High School 

2 Ramstein v. 9 SHAPE, 9 a.m. 

At Kaiserslautern Middle School 

3 Vicenza v. 7 Kaiserslautern, 9 a.m. 

6 Naples V. 7 Kaiserslautern, 11:30 

Quarterfinals 

At Kaiserslautern High School 

Pool A #2 V. Pool B #3, 12:45 p.m. 

Pool B #2 V. Pool A #3, 2 p.m. 
Semifinals 

At Kaiserslautern High School 
Semifinal, 6 p.m. 

At Kaiserslautern Middle School 
Semifinal, 6 p.m. 

Division II 
Pool A 

Aviano def. Bahrain 25-14, 25-16, 25-9 


Bahrain def. Marymount 18-25, 27-25, 
25-21 

Aviano def. Marymount 25-16, 15-23, 
25-10 
Pool B 

Black Forest def. AOSR 25-16, 25-6, 25- 
19 


Black Forest v. Rota, late 

Friday’s matches 
At Kaiserslautern High School 
Quarterfinals 

Pool A #2 V. Pool B #3, 10:15 a.m. 

Pool B #2 V. Pool A #3, 11:30 a.m. 

Semifinals 
Semifinal, 3:15 p.m. 

Semifinal, 4:30 p.m. 

Division III 
Pool A 

Brussels def. Hohenfels 25-12, 25-19, 
25-19 

Sigonella def. Hohenfels 25-13, 25-17, 
25-5 

Sigonella def. Brussels 25-23, 25-11, 
25-19 

Pool B 

Spangdahlem def. Baumholder, 25-16, 
25-9, 25-22 

Alconbury def. Ansbach 25-18, 25-18, 

25- 21 

Alconbury def. Spangdahlem 27-25, 

26- 24, 26-24 

Baumholder def. Ansbach 25-19,25-23, 
25-13 

Spangdahlem v. Ansbach, late 

Friday’s matches 
At Kaiserslautern Middle School 
Pool B 

3 Alconbury v. 7 Baumholder, 9 a.m. 

Quarterfinals 

Pool A #2 V. Pool B #3, 12:45 p.m. 

Pool B #2 V. Pool A #3, 2 p.m. 

Semifinals 
Semifinal, 3:15 p.m. 

Semifinal, 4:30 p.m. 



Photos by Michael Abrams/S tars and Stripes 

Sigonella’s D’Anna Holland punches the hall across the net against 
\bsleen Alokoa of Hohenfels in a Division III match at the DODEA 
Europe volleyhall tournament in Kaiserslautern, Germany, Thursday. 
The Jaguars won 25-13, 25-17, 25-5. 
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For Sister Jean, March Magic resonates 


Nun who became celebrity with Loyola’s surprising run still an important figure for team 


By Andrew Seligman 

Associated Press 


CHICAGO 

N ot a day goes by that Sister Jean 
Dolores Schmidt doesn’t think 
about the magic and madness of 
last March. 

She recalls waking up in Dallas before 
Loyola-Chicago’s first NCAA Tournament 
game in 33 years and realizing: “Oh my 
goodness, this is for real. It’s not a dream.” 
It sure seemed like one. 

Loyola’s stunning run to the Final Four 
charmed the nation and turned a lovable 
nun and team chaplain into — as she puts it 
— an international celebrity at age 98. And 
as a new season approaches, Sister Jean 
can’t help but look back on all those shin¬ 
ing moments. 

“I said, ‘Just one day at a time,”’ she 
said. “And that’s what I’ve done ever since, 
never dreaming that it would mushroom to 
— or never thinking that it would almost 
go on into the new season. But I have to tell 
you. I’ve had a lot of fun.” 

The Ramblers went from afterthought 
to the national spotlight, winning the Mis¬ 
souri Valley Conference Tournament to 
earn their first NCAA appearance since 
1985 and then making their first Final 
Four since the 1963 championship team 
knocked down racial barriers. By the time 
they were through, they set a program 
record for victories at 32-6 and delivered 
more than a few magical moments. 

From Dante Ingram’s buzzer-beating 
three-pointer to beat Miami in the first 
NCAA game to a friendly bounce on Clay¬ 
ton Custer’s jumper in the closing seconds 
against Tennessee in the next round to 
Marques Townes’ decisive three-pointer 
against Nevada in the Sweet 16, Loyola 
squeezed out one thrilling victory after 
another before losing to Michigan in the 
semifinals. 

By then. Sister Jean was a star. There 
were bobbleheads and memes, even a 
shout-out from Barack Obama, the for¬ 
mer president and Chicago resident. She 
was also interviewed on Good Morning 
America. 

Sister Jean got to throw out a first pitch 
at a Cubs game in April. The crowd greet¬ 
ed her with loud cheers as she was wheeled 
out to the edge of the grass in front of the 
plate and she laughed as her underhand 
toss bounced several times. 

“She’s very important to our team,” said 
Clayton Custer, the reigning Missouri Val¬ 
ley Conference Player of the Year. “I think 
she represents Loyola better than anybody 
could. I’m glad Sister Jean’s known — in¬ 
ternationally — now.” 

Center Cameron Krutwig said: “She’s 
always just encouraging us.” 

Becoming a celebrity is something Sis¬ 
ter Jean did not envision, yet it’s gratifying 
at the same time. 

She mentioned the emails she receives 
from people expressing their apprecia¬ 
tion for the team. There was a letter from 
a man saying he planned to go to church 
for the first time in 40 years because of the 
way the team conducted itself 
And there was this story a Loyola alum 
and father of two boys — ages 4 and 3 — 
told her. 

“Some mornings, the 4-year-old says, 
‘I’m not going to eat my cereal.’ And then 
of course, the 3-year-old says, ‘I’m not 
gonna eat my cereal, either,”’ Sister Jean 
said. “And then the father looks up at the 


Sister Jean Dolores Schmidt sitting with other Loyola-Chicago fans during the first half of an NCAA Tournament regional semifinal 
game against Nevada in Atlanta on March 22. Loyola-Chicago charmed the nation last season with a stunning Final Four run that 
turned the lovable, nonagenarian nun into a national, no, international celebrity. With three starters back from a team that became 
the feel-good story of the NCAA Tournament, Loyola won't be catching anyone by surprise. 


I said, “Just one day at a time.” And that’s what I’ve 
done ever since, never dreaming that it would mush¬ 
room to — or never thinking that it would almost go 
on into the new season. But I have to tell you. I’ve had 
a lot of fun. f 

Sister Jean Dolores Schmidt 

98-year-old nun who became a celebrity supporting Loyola’s March Madness run 


bobblehead that’s sitting on the windowsill 
and he says, ‘I’m not sure that Sister Jean 
would like that.’ And then the two of them 
started eating their cereal. 

“I thought that was kind of a cute story 
to tell me.” 

Born in San Francisco, Sister Jean 
joined the religious order of the Sisters 
of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
1937. She taught and served as a principal 


while coaching various sports — including 
basketball — for two decades in California 
and Illinois before arriving in 1961 at Mun¬ 
delein College, a Catholic all-girls school 
near Loyola’s campus along the lakefront 
on Chicago’s far North Side. 

Sister Jean stayed on after Mundelein 
was incorporated into Loyola 30 years 
later. She retired from full-time work in 
1994, though she became team chaplain 


that year and remained active on campus. 

But she doesn’t just see herself as a role 
model for the young. She also sees herself 
as an example for other elderly people by 
remaining active and engaged. 

Though she turned 99 in August, Sister 
Jean is still trying to walk again after ex¬ 
periencing a setback in her recovery from 
a broken hip last fall. She stays in a down¬ 
town facility, rehabbing six days a week for 
two hours, but remains active on campus. 

She goes to her downtown office two days 
a week. And two other afternoons, she’s on 
the main campus along the lakefront on 
the city’s far North side. 

“I’m still keeping my contact with the 
students,” Sister Jean said. “They’re the 
ones that keep me going so I can’t lose that. 
And as I look toward the coming season, I 
see how passionate these young men are. I 
do have great hope for them.” 

The Ramblers start the season on the 
fringe of the AP Top 25 poll, just behind 
No. 25 Washington. 
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Top 25 schedule 


Thursday 

No. 9 UCF vs. Temple 

Friday 

No. 23 Virginia vs. Pittsburgh 

Saturday 

No. 1 Alabama at No. 4 LSU 
No. 2 Clemson vs. Louisville 
No. 3 Notre Dame at Northwestern 
No. 5 Michigan vs. No. 14 Penn State 
No. 6 Georgia at No. 11 Kentucky 
No. 7 Oklahoma at Texas Tech 
No. 8 Ohio State vs. Nebraska 
No. 10 Washington State vs. California 
No. 12 West Virginia at No. 15 Texas 
No. 13 Florida vs. Missouri 
No. 16 Utah at Arizona State 
No. 17 Houston at SMU 
No. 18 Utah State at Hawaii 
No. 19 Iowa at Purdue 
No. 20 Fresno State at UNLV 
No. 21 Mississippi State vs. Louisiana 
ich 

No. 22 Syracuse at Wake Forest 
No. 24 Boston College at Virginia Tech 
No. 25 Texas A&M at Auburn 


Service academies 


vs. Army 

Last week: Lost to Boise 
State, 48-38 

B at Air Force 

Last week: Beat Eastern 
Michigan, 37-22 

at Cincinnati 
Last week: Lost to Notre 
Dame, 44-22 


Power Five standings 




ACC 

Atlantic 


Clemson 
Boston College 
Syracuse 
NC State 
Florida State 
Wake Forest 
Louisville 

( 

Virginia 
Virginia Tech 
Pittsburgh 
Miami 

Georgia Tech 
Duke 

North Carolina 


Conf. Overall 


Texas 
Oklahoma 
West Virginia 
Iowa State 
Texas Tech 
Oklahoma State 

Kansas 
Kansas State 
TCU 


Big 12 


Big Ten 

East 


Ohio State 
Michigan Sta 
Penn State 
Maryland 
Indiana 
Rutgers 


Purdue 

Nebraska 

Minnesota 

Illinois 


Pac-12 


Washington State 

Washington 

Stanford 

Oregon 

California 

Oregon State 

So 

Utah 

use 

Arizona 

Colorado 

UCLA 

Arizona State 


Georgia 

Kentucky 

Florida 

South Carolina 
Vanderbilt 
Tennessee 
Missouri 

Alabama 



David Zalubowski/AP 


Air Force quarterback Isaiah Sanders runs for a short gain as Boise State's Kayode Rufai pursues in the second half last week at Air Force 
Academy, Colo. Sanders will try to lead the Falcons past host Army on Saturday (5 p.m. ^turday, CET; 1 a.m. Sunday, JKT, AFN-Atlantic). 


Key Power Five matchups 


No. 1 Alabama at No. 4 LSU 
1 a.m. Sunday, CET; 

9 a.m. Sunday, JKT; AFN-Sports2 

Series record: Alabama 52-25-5. 

What's at stake?: The stakes are as high as 
they get for both teams. The winner takes control 
of the SEC West and remains on a straight path to 
the College Football Playoff. A loss would all but end 
such hopes for LSU, but unbeaten Alabama might 
survive a setback with a strong finish to the season 
and a little help. 

Key matchup: Alabama QB Tua Tagovailoa, 
who’s passed for 258.2 yards per game with 25 
TDs and no INTs, against an LSU secondary led by 
Jim Thorpe Award semifinalists Grant Delpit and 
Andraez “Greedy” Williams. LSU leads the nation in 
INTs with 14. 

Players to watch: Alabama: WR Jaylen 
Waddle has twice led Alabama in receiving in a 
game during his freshman season, including the last 
game at Tennessee. Waddle had four receptions 
for 117 yards, highlighted by his 77-yard TD from 
Tagovailoa that marked his second scoring play of 75 
or more yards this season. 

LSU: Delpit, a sophomore, leads the nation in 
INTs with five and also has been effective on the 
blitz. His 8 V 2 tackles for losses lead LSU and his 
four sacks are tied for the team high. 

Facts & figures: Alabama has won seven 
straight against LSU, beginning with the Crimson 
Tide’s 21-0 triumph over the Tigers in the 2011 
national championship game. ... The Tide last lost in 
Tiger Stadium in 2010 and is 27-9-2 in Baton Rouge. 
... Alabama coach Nick Saban has gone 9-3 against 
LSU, the last college team he coached, since taking 
over at Alabama in 2007. ... Saban coached LSU to 
one of its three national titles in the 2003 season and 
has won five national titles at Alabama since 2009. 

... LSU has three victories this season as an underdog 
against teams ranked in the AP top 10 at the time of 
the matchup. ... LSU coach Ed Orgeron is 22-7 since 
taking over for Les Miles four games into the 2016 
season, but 0-2 against Alabama. 


No. 14 Penn State at No. 5 Michigan 
8:45 p.m. Saturday, CET; 

4:45 a.m. Sunday, JKT; AFN-Sports 

Series record: Michigan leads 13-8. 

What's at stake?: The Wolverines have a clear 
path to winning the Big Ten title for the first time 
since 2004, and maybe to making their first appear¬ 
ance in the College Football Playoff, too. The Nittany 
Lions are clinging to slim hopes of rallying into con¬ 
tention to play for the conference championship. 

Key matchup: Penn State’s third-down offense 
against Michigan’s defense. The Nittany Lions’ third- 
down conversion percentage is 35.8, No. 11 in the 
Big Ten and among the worst in FBS. The Wolver¬ 
ines are allowing teams to convert third downs just 
28.7 percent of the time, leading the Big Ten and 
ranking No. 10 in major college football. 

Players to watch: Penn State: Trace MeSorley 
has run for nine touchdowns, the most by a Big Ten 
quarterback, including a 51-yard score in last week’s 
win against Iowa after leaving the game with an 
injured right knee. The senior has 28 career wins, 
one short of the school record. 

Michigan: Shea Patterson has six touchdown 
passes, a rushing score and has thrown only one in¬ 
terception the last five games. The Ole Miss transfer 
completed a season-low 56 percent of his passes in 
his last game on Oct. 20, but threw for two scores in 
the 21-7 win over then-No. 24 Michigan State. 

Facts & figures: Penn State has played four 
straight games decided by six or fewer points for the 
first time since 1894. ... After hosting the Nittany 
Lions, the Wolverines appear to have tuneups at 
Rutgers and against Indiana before closing the regu¬ 
lar season at No. 8 Ohio State. ... Penn State beat 
the Wolverines 42-13 last season, with the most 
points and yards (502) they’ve given up in two-plus 
years under defensive coordinator Don Brown. ... 
Michigan leads the nation in total defense, giving 
up 220 yards a game, and pass defense, allowing 
122.9 yards per game. ... Penn State’s defense is 
averaging a Big Ten-high 8.1 tackles for losses, rank¬ 
ing eighth in FBS. 


No. 6 Georgia at No. 11 Kentucky 
8:30 p.m. Saturday 
4:30 a.m. Sunday, JKT; AFN-Atlantic 
Series record: Georgia leads, 57-12-2 
What's at stake: The winner claims the SEC 
East title. Georgia aims to go unbeaten in the division 
for the second year in a row. Kentucky is off to its best 
start since finishing 10-1 in 1977 and will host argu¬ 
ably its biggest game in program history. 

Key matchup: Georgia’s offense vs. Kentucky’s 
defense. The Bulldogs have the SEC’s No. 2 rushing 
game ( 221.6 yards per game) and the fifth-ranked 
offense (457.8). They face a stingy Wildcats defense, 
led by OLB Josh Allen, ranked second in the SEC 
yardage (295.3) and first nationally in scoring (13.0 
points, 12.3 in league play). Kentucky is coming off a 
victory at Mizzou in which it held the Tigers without a 
first down after halftime. 

Players to watch: Georgia: Sophomore QB Jake 
Fromm is 19-3 as a starter, and his 67.4 comple¬ 
tion percentage is threatening Hutson Mason’s 2014 
school record of 67.9. He is fifth nationally in passing 
efficiency at 174.0 and is coming off a three-touch- 
down effort against Florida, all thrown on third down. 

Kentucky: Senior Allen leads the SEC with 10 
sacks and 14.5 tackles for loss, which respectively 
rank second and third nationally. He’s coming off an 
11-tackle effort at Mizzou with two strip sacks, which 
earned SEC Defensive Player of the Week honors. 

Facts & figures: The schools are meeting for just 
third time as ranked teams and first since Georgia won 
24-13 in 2007.... Georgia rebounded from its first loss 
to beat then No. 9 Florida 36-17 last weekend in Jack¬ 
sonville, Florida.... RBs Elijah Holyfield (559 yards) and 
D’Andre Swift (466) have combined for nine TDs and 
a 6.1 yard average per carry. ... Kentucky RB Benny 
Snell Jr. continues to lead SEC rushers at 116.9 yards 
per game, though he gained just 67 on 19 attempts at 
Mizzou.... Kentucky WR/KR Lynn Bowden Jr. had ca¬ 
reer highs of 13 catches for 166 yards and returned a 
punt 67 yards for a touchdown. ... Kentucky’s five SEC 
wins are its most since going 6-0 in 1977. 

— Associated Press 
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Respect the specs 


Georgia’s ‘Hot Rod’ 
returns to where 
legend was born 

By Paul Newberry 
Associated Press 

ATHENS, Ga. — No one is 
quite sure how Rodrigo Blanken¬ 
ship sees through those big, thick 
glasses. 

Georgia coach Kirby Smart 
even tried them on. 

“I don’t understand eyesight,” 
Smart said, “but I don’t see how 
those could help anybody see.” 

Clearly, they work just fine for 
the kicker known as “Hot Rod,” 
who has become one of the sixth- 
ranked Bulldogs’ most reliable 
players and a bit of a cult hero be¬ 
tween the hedges. 

Let’s start with the glasses. 

While Blankenship goes with 
a much more subdued pair of 
wire-rimmed specs away from 
the field, he definitely needs those 
black, goggle-like sports glasses to 
see what he’s doing on game day. 
They’re not some sort of fashion 
statement or marketing gimmick. 
He’s unable to wear contacts, so 
that’s really his only option. 

“Being able to see important 
things, like the play clock on a 
field goal or a kickoff, I need my 
specs to be able to see that,” said 
Blankenship, who is nearsighted. 
“To see the uprights from 50 
yards away, that’s helpful to be 
able to have a really nice, sharp 
image. I don’t think they hold me 
back in any other way.” 

On Saturday, Blankenship re¬ 
turns to Lexington, Kentucky 
— the spot where the legend of 
“Hot Rod” really all began — as 
the Bulldogs (7-1,5-1) take on No. 
11 Kentucky (7-1,5-1). The stakes 
couldn’t be any higher: the winner 
earns a spot in the Southeastern 
Conference championship game. 

Two seasons ago, Blankenship 



Joshua L. Jones/AP 


Georgia’s Rodrigo Blankenship 
gets ready to kick a field goal 
against Kentucky last season 
in Athens, Ga. Blankenship 
requires black, goggle-like 
sports glasses to see what he’s 
doing on game days. 

was a largely obscure walk-on 
who didn’t even claim the start¬ 
ing job until the fourth game of 
the season, after then-No. 1 kicker 
William Ham missed four of his 
first seven field-goal attempts. 

Then, against Kentucky, Blan¬ 
kenship connected on the first 
game-winning kick of his career. 
It wasn’t really that dramatic — 
the chip-shot from 25 yards was 
little more than an extra point, 
and neither team did anything 
special that season — but it was 
the postgame interview that pro¬ 
pelled his popularity. 

Blankenship left both his hel¬ 
mets and his glasses on as he faced 
the camera, immediately drawing 
comparisons to Andy Samberg in 
the movie “Hot Rod” (the kicker 
also had a mustache at the time) 
and Charlie “Wild Thing” Sheen 
in “M^or League.” 

A social media hashtag, #re- 


He’s automatic. I’d 
be surprised if he 
ever missed one the 
rest of his life. The 
guy’s clutch, f 

Tyrique McGhee 

Georgia defensive back 


spectthespecs, became Blan¬ 
kenship’s calling card. He did 
nothing to dissuade the image of 
the quirky placekicker, also going 
with pink cleats as his preferred 
footwear (though he’s since added 
some silver to his collection). He 
even got a shout-out from Jimmy 
Kimmel. 

Blankenship propelled himself 
to even greater heights in 2017, 
converting 20 of 23 field goals and 
all 63 of his extra points, as well 
as finally earning a scholarship. 

“He’s automatic,” said defen¬ 
sive back Tyrique McGhee. “I’d 
be surprised if he ever missed 
one the rest of his life. The guy’s 
clutch.” 

Blankenship still remembers 
that last trip to Lexington as the 
game where he really took a giant 
leap forward as a kicker, even 
though it wasn’t a very difficult 
kick. 

“It was a special moment to go 
out and do that for that team,” he 
said. “It was an intense moment 
that gave me a lot more confi¬ 
dence the rest of that season. It 
gave me something to build off of 
the rest of the way.” 

Blankenship could play another 
big role in Saturday’s game. The 
Wildcats have allowed only 13 
points a game, fewest in the na¬ 
tion, and no team has scored more 
than 20 against their defense. 

If that trend continues, it very 
well could come down to a kick in 
the closing seconds. 

Blankenship will be ready. 

Complete with all his 
accessories. 


Test: Saban has long history of beating top-5 teams 



Brynn Anderson/AP 


Crimson Tide coach Nick Saban, 
right, and Tigers’ head coach 
Ed Oi^eron, left, meet in the 
center of the field before a game 
last season in Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Alabama and LSU face off on 
Saturday in Baton Rouge, La. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“I know, and everybody knows, 
how big this game is for the state 
of Louisiana, for our football 
team,” Orgeron said. “But I am 
not going to make it bigger than 
life, that our guys can’t handle it. 
... We’re not going to say it’s like 
every other game. We understand 
that this is THE game. But we’re 
going to approach every day like 
we’ve done and we’re not going to 
change our process. 

“Now, when it comes down to 
game time, there’s going to be an 
excitement in the air that’s going 
to be different. This game, that 
just happens that way, and that’s 
how it is versus LSU-Alabama. 
But there’s nothing I need to say 
or do different this week to get 
these guys fired up.” 

Alabama (8-0,5-0 Southeastern 
Conference) is a two-touchdown 
favorite over LSU (7-1,4-1), which 
has already beaten three teams 
ranked in the Top 10 at the time. 


Then again, LSU was also an 
underdog against Miami, Auburn 
and Georgia — Orgeron’s signa¬ 
ture win — and went 3-for-3. 

“We’ve been underdogs in quite 
a few games this year,” Tigers 
quarterback Joe Burrow. “I think 
we’ve probably won every game 
we were an underdog in, so you 
don’t really think about that.” 

Then again, here’s a stat Saban 
isn’t banking on for help: He has 
beaten 21 top-5 teams, the most of 
any college coach in history. 

No team has managed to keep 
a game against Alabama within 
three touchdowns. 

“I feel like this will be the big¬ 
gest test that we’ve had so far 
this season,” Tide safety Deionte 
Thompson said. “They are No. 4, 
we’re playing them at their place. 
You know how loud it gets in there. 
It’s the kind of game you come 
here for. It’s the kind of game you 
dream about ... so we’ll be ready 
on Saturday.” 



Raymond Thompson/AP 


In this Nov. 18, 2017, photo, Texas defensive back Brandon Jones, 
left, tackles West Virginia quarterback Will Grier short of the goal 
line during the first half of their game in Morgantown, W.Va. Grier 
broke the middle finger on his throwing hand on the play, and is 
looking forward to picking up where he left off against the No. 15 
Longhorns. The Mountaineers lost last season’s game 28-14. 


Grier, West Virginia 
set for Top 25 Big 12 
matchup at Texas 


By John Raby 

Associated Press 

A mangled finger. A season 
ended. Will Grier sees a matchup 
with No. 15 Texas not as a chance 
for redemption against a team he 
was injured against a year ago, 
but rather the next opportunity 
for No. 12 West Virginia as it tries 
to reach the Big 12 championship 
game. 

Grier broke the middle finger 
on his throwing hand when he 
dove for the end-zone pylon in the 
Mountaineers’ 28-14 loss to the 
Longhorns in Morgantown. 

Gone was the chance for a 10- 
win season and perhaps eclipsing 
several single-season records for 
Grier. He missed the rest of that 
game and the next two, includ¬ 
ing a bowl, and West Virginia lost 
all three to finish 7-6. His 34 TD 
passes still were second best in 
school history and his 3,490 pass¬ 
ing yards were fourth best. 

Grier will face a hostile Texas 
crowd in his only trip to Austin, 
Texas, on Saturday when West 
Virginia (6-1,4-1 Big 12) plays the 
Longhorns (6-2, 4-1). Both teams 
share first place with Oklahoma 
(7-1, 4-1). 

There’s no need to look back 
to the injury for additional 
motivation. 

“No, not at all. I haven’t really 
revisited that at all,” he said. “It’s 
just a freak thing that happened 
and hasn’t changed my mindset 
at all moving forward. This is a 
really good team we’re going up 
against. We look forward to hav¬ 
ing an opportunity to play this 
great game in a great environ¬ 
ment against a great team.” 

Grier had driven West Virginia 
to the Texas goal line in the first 


quarter last year. From the 1 he 
faked a handoff to Justin Craw¬ 
ford, kept the ball and headed to 
his left. He stuck the football out 
toward the pylon but lost the ball. 
His throwing hand hit the turf 
with defender Brandon Jones on 
his back. His finger bent, Grier 
got up and jogged toward the 
bench, his season over. 

After undergoing surgery, 
Grier announced a month later 
he would return for his senior 
season rather than enter the NFL 
Draft. 

Grier has drastically scaled 
back taking off with the football 
this season, although he still has 
the green light to run. His throw¬ 
ing ability continues to impress. 

Grier is completing 70 percent 
of his passes and is averaging 325 
yards per game, second in the 
league to Texas Tech freshman 
Alan Bowman. His 25 TD passes 
are second in the Big 12 to Okla¬ 
homa’s Kyler Murray. 

“It’s certainly been fun to 
watch him this season,” Texas 
coach Tom Herman said. “When 
you are playing him, the week 
that you’re playing him, he’s a 
handful.” 

Grier had some problems get¬ 
ting the Mountaineers into the 
end zone early in the Big 12 
schedule and he’s been sacked 
19 times, more than all of last 
season. After a 30-14 loss at Iowa 
State, Grier bounced back with 
three touchdown passes and he 
ran for a 1-yard TD in a 58-14 win 
over Baylor last week. 

If Grier has fallen off some 
prognosticators’ lists of Heisman 
Trophy hopefuls, Herman has 
him back on it. 

“He’s one of the best players in 
the country,” Herman said. “He is 
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Maryland fires Durkin following backlash 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


Maryland head coach DJ Durkin, pictured, was fired by the University on Wednesday, 
just 24 hours after the school’s board of regents announced their recommendation 
that Durkin retain his job. Durkin had been on paid administrative leave since August 
following the death of offensive lineman Jordan McNair, who collapsed during practice 
on May 29 and died of heatstroke on June 13. 


University reverses course 
one day after reinstatement 

By David Ginsburg 

Associated Press 

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — DJ Durkin’s 
return as Maryland’s football coach lasted 
one day. 

Durkin was fired Wednesday evening, 
just over 24 hours after being reinstated by 
the school. 

Instead of resolving the issues facing 
the flawed program, the decision by the 
University System of Maryland board of 
regents on Tuesday to retain Durkin and 
athletic director Damon Evans created 
a different set of problems in the wake of 
a player’s death and discontent engulfing 
the football team. 

Several state officials called for Durkin 
to be fired, and one called the decision to 
retain him an “embarrassment.” 

Maryland President Wallace Loh fired 
Durkin after conferring with the leader¬ 
ship of the Student Government Asso¬ 
ciation, the Senate Executive Committee, 
deans, department chairs and campus 
leadership. 

“The overwhelming majority of stake¬ 
holders expressed serious concerns about 
Coach DJ Durkin returning to the cam¬ 
pus,” Loh wrote in a statement. 

“The chair of the Board of Regents has 
publicly acknowledged that I had previ¬ 
ously raised serious concerns about Coach 
Durkin’s return. This is not at all a reflec¬ 
tion of my opinion of Coach Durkin as a 
person. However, a departure is in the 
best interest of the University, and this af¬ 
ternoon Coach Durkin was informed that 


the University will part ways,” Loh wrote. 
“This is a difficult decision, but it is the 
right one for our entire University.” 

Durkin’s dismissal comes while he was 
in the third season of a five-year, $12.5 mil¬ 
lion contract he signed in December 2015. 
He will be owed about $5.5, according to 
buyout terms of his contract. 

Matt Canada is expected to resume 
the role of interim coach. Maryland is 


5-3 heading into Saturday’s home game 
against Michigan State. 

Hired after serving one season as defen¬ 
sive coordinator at Michigan, Durkin had 
a 10-15 record at Maryland. The Terrapins 
went 6-7 in his first season, losing to Bos¬ 
ton College in the Quick Lane Bowl, then 
fell to 4-8 in 2017 while coping with inju¬ 
ries to three different quarterbacks. 

Durkin began his coaching career as a 


The overwhelming majority 
of stakeholders expressed 
serious concerns about 
Coach DJ Durkin returning 
to the campus. ’ 

Wallace Loh 

University of Maryland president 

graduate assistant at Bowling Green in 
2001 after playing four seasons there as a 
defensive end and outside linebacker. 

He served three years as an assistant 
coach at Stanford from 2007-9 and was at 
Florida from 2010-14, spending the last two 
years as the Gators defensive coordinator. 

Durkin was placed on administrative 
leave Aug. 11 while board of regents wait¬ 
ed for the results of an investigation on the 
culture of the program. 

After receiving that report, the board 
decided to bring him back, saying he was 
“unfairly blamed for the dysfunction in the 
athletic department.” 

Durkin and Evans were on the job when 
offensive lineman Jordan McNair col¬ 
lapsed on the practice field on May 29 and 
died of heatstroke on June 13. The attorney 
for the family has said Durkin should have 
been fired and is reviewing legal options. 

In the wake of McNair’s death, the board 
of regents called for an independent inves¬ 
tigation into McNair’s death and an exter¬ 
nal review of the football program. 

Several media outlets reported that at 
least three players walked out of a team 
meeting with Durkin on Tuesday, and of¬ 
fensive lineman Ellis McKennie blasted 
the board of regents’ decision on Twitter. 


SEC freshmen finding 
roles and making plays 



John Raoux/AP 


Alabama wide receiver Jaylen Waddle makes a fingertip catch for a 49-yard reception against Louisville 
on Sept. 1 in Orlando, Fla. Waddle is the Southeastern Conference’s top freshman, and it’s not really 
even close — Waddle has 21 catches for 457 yards and three touchdowns, and has been equally 
valuable as a punt returner, averaging 16 yards and taking one back for a score. 


By Mark Long 

Associated Press 

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Ala¬ 
bama receiver Jaylen Waddle is 
the Southeastern Conference’s 
top freshman, and it’s not really 
even close. 

Waddle has 21 catches for 457 
yards and three touchdowns and 
has been equally valuable as a 
punt returner, averaging 16 yards 
and taking one back for a score. 
He’s turning in the kind of perfor¬ 
mances coaches, players and fans 
envision annually on national 
signing day. 

Nearly every SEC signee en¬ 
rolls with high expectations, some 
more realistic than others. 

Reaching those is a sometimes- 
daunting task. The talent-rich 
league is filled with future first- 
round draft picks, often making it 
difficult for first-year guys to get 
on the field, let alone break into 
the starting lineup. 

But a deeper look reveals a 
number of youngsters carving out 
roles, making plays and setting 
themselves up to be the SEC’s 
next wave of stars. 

Waddle heads the list. He 
caught four passes for 117 yards 
and a touchdown in Alabama’s last 
game, a 58-21 win at Tennessee. 

“If you’re going to play young 


guys, they’ve got to be mature,” 
Volunteers coach Jeremy Pruitt 
said. “You look at it all over the 
country. There are teams that 
play with lots of freshmen, but 
probably more times than not, 
the teams that have experience, it 
probably shows on Saturday. ” 

Although injuries often thrust 
freshmen onto the field — like 
Florida cornerback Trey Dean 
and Mississippi linebacker Kev- 
ontae’ Ruggs — a number of new¬ 
comers earn playing time without 
any assistance: 

■ Alabama cornerback Patrick 
Surtain Jr. has started the last 
five games and has 16 tackles, 
four pass breakups, an intercep¬ 
tion, a quarterback hurry and a 
forced fumble. 

■ Auburn running back Shaun 
Shivers had 10 carries for 45 yards 
two weeks ago at Mississippi, get¬ 
ting more snaps behind redshirt 
freshman tailback JaTarvious 
Whitlow. 

■ Auburn receivers Seth Wil¬ 
liams and Anthony Schwartz rank 
third and fourth, respectively, in 
yards and catches while averag¬ 
ing 22 yards a reception. 

■ Florida place-kicker Evan 
McPherson had made 12 of 13 
field goals and all 27 extra points. 

■ Georgia quarterback Justin 
Fields appeared to have a grow¬ 


ing role before not playing last 
weekend against the Gators. 

■ Missouri receiver Jalen 
Knox has 23 catches for 396 yards 
and three scores, including one 
against the Crimson Tide. 

_■ South Carohna cornerback 
Jaycee Horn has started six of 
seven games and has 30 tackles, a 
team-high six pass breakups and 
one sack. 

■ Tennessee cornerback 
Alontae Taylor has started five 
games, including the season open¬ 


er, and has 25 tackles, two forced 
fumbles and a touchdown. 

■ Tennessee cornerback Bryce 
Thompson has six starts, 23 tack¬ 
les, a team-high two interceptions 
and a forced fumble. 

■ Vanderbilt receiver C.J. 
Bolar has 20 catches for 281 yards 
and a touchdown. 

“You start out, you’ve got your 
freshmen and you know they’re 
talented,” Auburn coach Gus 
Malzahn said. “There’s a period 
of time that they get their feet 


wet and you get to evaluate them 
and see what they can do. Then, 
there’s a point that you see the 
guys that are comfortable making 
plays and can execute and every¬ 
thing that goes with it.” 

Making plays in Year 1 in the 
SEC is usually a sign of bigger 
things to come. 

“All of a sudden, they’re very 
confident in what they’re doing,” 
Florida coach Dan Mullen said. 
“That helps them to go and you 
can expand it more and more.” 
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Brees, Saints brace for high-powered Rams 



Bruce Kluckhohn/AP 


New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees, shown running from Minnesota Vikings defensive end Danielle Hunter, said he sees 
similarities between the Los Angeles Rams and when he and Sean Payton first came to the Saints 13 seasons ago. 


By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 

METAIRIE, La. — Drew Brees and the 
New Orleans Saints face an unusual chal¬ 
lenge this weekend. 

They’ll try to keep up with an offense 
every bit as potent as their own — and do 
so against one of the top-rated defenses in 
the NFL. 

Saints coach Sean Payton said dealing 
with the Los Angeles Rams’ eighth-ranked 
defense will be a tall order in itself 

“It presents a ton of problems,” Payton 
said. “First off, the talent when you’re talk¬ 
ing about some of the top tackles and ends 
in the business — that that in itself is dif¬ 
ficult. And then when you put it with an 
outstanding scheme, then you really have 
a challenge.” 

Brees said Aaron Donald and Ndamu- 
kong Suh comprise the best interior defen¬ 
sive line he’s faced since he was at Purdue 
and played a Georgia team fielding Marcus 
Stroud and Richard Seymour in the 2000 
Outback Bowl (Georgia won, 28-25). 

“At this level, it’s really unheard of to 
have Suh and Donald in there,” Brees said. 
“Those guys are unbelievable.” 

Donald and Suh have combined for 13 
sacks, with Donald getting 10. 

The Saints so far have held up well 
against the pass rush. Brees has been 
sacked nine times and generally has had 
enough time to make accurate throws. He 
was intercepted for the first time Sunday 
night in Minnesota when an edge rusher 
was unblocked and closing quickly on him. 

Offensively, New Orleans ranks eighth 
in yards per game and second in points per 
game at 33.4. 

Brees’ passing numbers have gone down 
lately, but more because of New Orleans’ 
ability to run the ball and control the clock 
with Mark Ingram returning from his 
four-game suspension. 

The Saints are 3-0 since Ingram’s return 
and have won six straight overall after los¬ 
ing to Tampa Bay in the season opener. 

But the unbeaten Rams rank second of¬ 
fensively in yards per game (442.6) and 
have averaged 33 points, which rank third. 

Brees sees similarities between the 
Saints when he and Sean Payton first 
joined forces 13 seasons ago, and the Rams 
under 32-year-old offensive-minded head 
coach Sean McVay and 24-year-old Jared 


Goff, the 2016 top overall draft choice. 

“We like to feel like over the last 13 years 
that we’ve kind of been at the forefront of 
offensive football ... taking the personnel 
that you have and being able to utilize it in 
some really unique ways,” Brees said. 

“You can’t help but turn on the film and 
be intrigued by the things that they’re 
doing. Obviously, I think Jared Goff is play¬ 
ing as well as anybody right now. He’s got a 
bunch of weapons there at the receiver po¬ 
sition that are lighting it up, Todd Gurley, 
one of the best backs in the league.” 


Brees said that while he doesn’t know 
McVay well, he said the Rams coach’s 
youthful energy, enthusiasm and offensive 
background remind him of Payton to some 
extent, starting with the fact they both 
played quarterback in college and had of¬ 
fensive backgrounds as NFL assistants be¬ 
fore their first head coaching jobs. 

“What I’ve seen from his offenses and 
what I hear about him is there’s a lot of 
those same traits, and it makes it really, re¬ 
ally fun to play for a guy like that, because 
it makes it exciting and it gives you a ton of 


confidence,” Brees said. 

Saints defensive end Cam Jordan said 
his unit should be confident in its ability 
to slow Los Angeles if it plays largely mis¬ 
take-free schematically and tackles well 
throughout, especially against Gurley. 

“When we’re able to execute at a high 
level, I don’t think there’s anybody on the 
field that can stop us. We have to be able to 
do that for all 60 minutes, though,” Jordan 
said. 



Rey Del Rio/AP 

Seattle cornerback Justin Coleman reacts after intercepting a pass at the goal line 
intended for Detroit Lions wide receiver Golden Tate on Sunday. The Seahawks are 
fourth in the ieague in pass defense. 


Despite big-name losses, 
Seahawks’ defense shines 


By Tim Booth 

Associated Press 

RENTON, Wash. — The players the Se¬ 
attle Seahawks lost off their defense over 
the past year became synonymous with 
being considered among the best at their 
position. 

And yet, the current batch of Seahawks 
sit near the midseason point with a defense 
that statistically is back among the elite of 
the NFL. 

“I’m not surprised at all,” Seattle line¬ 
backer Bobby Wagner said. “We knew 
coming into the season we had a great 
group of guys and we knew the outside was 
sleeping on the leadership we had in the 
building and the people that we had in the 
building.... We knew that people didn’t see 
that. They wouldn’t see that.” 

Heading into Week 9, the Seahawks have 
the No. 5 total defense (327.3 yards per 
game). No. 4 in pass defense (219.0) and No. 


4 in points allowed per game (18.7). Those 
numbers include six games playing without 
starting linebacker K.J. Wright because 
of knee surgery and three games without 
Earl Thomas after he suffered a broken leg 
in the Week 4 win over Arizona. 

Wagner was around before the overhaul 
started. So was defensive end Frank Clark 
and defensive tackle Jarran Reed. But the 
rest of Seattle’s defense has been largely 
re-tooled over the past two seasons. 

“The first few games, even up until 
now, we were still trying to learn how to 
play with one another, learn how to have 
fun with one another,” Wagner said. “Now, 
you’re seeing the product of that last game 
and I think it’s still room to get better.” 

Seattle is coming off one of its better de¬ 
fensive performances of the season when 
it limited Detroit to 34 yards rushing in a 
28-14 win over the Lions last week. 
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Brynn Anderson/AP 


Tennessee Titans wide receiver Taywan Taylor (13) drops a pass in the end zone as Miami Dolphins 
comerback Bobby McCain (28) d^ends during the first half in Miami Gardens, Fla. The Titans are 
doing their best to help a very young group of wide receivers grow up. General manager Jon Robinson’s 
biggest personnel move before Tuesday’s trade deadline was adding a fullback, not bolstering a 
receiving corps whose top trio includes a pair in their second seasons. 

Catch on: Titans need young 
receivers to hold on to passes 


Steelers seeking 
to deliver bruises 

Pittsburgh recalls physical loss to Ravens 


By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The 
Tennessee Titans are doing their 
best to help their young group of 
wide receivers grow up. 

General manager Jon Rob¬ 
inson’s biggest personnel move 
before Tuesday’s trade deadline 
was adding a fullback, not bol¬ 
stering a receiving corps that 
includes a couple second-year 
players (Corey Davis and Tay¬ 
wan Taylor) and another (T^ae 
Sharpe) essentially in his second 
season after sitting out 2017 on 
injured reserve. 

Tight end Jonnu Smith also is 
in his second season after being 
drafted in the third round last 
year. 

Their youth is even more ap¬ 
parent after three-time Pro Bowl 
tight end Delanie Walker broke 
his right ankle in the season open¬ 
er, followed by veteran receiver 
Rishard Matthews being released 
at his request in September. 

Coach Mike Vrabel said the 
Titans are trying to help those 
receivers improve as quickly as 
possible. 

“That’s why you draft them is 
to play them and get them better,” 
Vrabel said. “And so we just got 
to keep heading down that path of 
improving and making sure these 
guys understand where they fit in 
the scheme and how they can help 
us on third down.” 

With the Titans at 3-4 and 
mired in a three-game skid, re¬ 
ceivers need to start hanging on 
to more balls. 

The Titans have dropped 10 


By the numbers 


30th 

The Titans’ ranking in the 
league in passing offense 

23 

Average age of the team’s 
wide receivers. 

10 

The number of drops this 
season by Tennessee’s 
wide receivers. 


passes this season, according 
to Stats.com. That’s 14th in the 
NFL but count much more in an 
offense 31st with only 126 total 
catches. Tennessee, which visits 
Dallas (3-4) on Monday night, 
is 30th in the league in passing 
offense. 

One drop on a would-be touch¬ 
down pass late Oct. 7 in Buffalo 
led to a 13-12 loss and cost Nick 
Williams his job. A couple more 
dropped passes came in their last 


game, a 20-19 loss to the Chargers 
in London. Receivers coach Rob 
Moore said they won’t use youth 
as an excuse and have been work¬ 
ing on technique, hand placement 
and getting the head around bet¬ 
ter to correct the problem. 

“I believe that we have the guys 
in our room to get that done, and 
we just have to demonstrate that 
from week to week,” Moore said 
during the bye week. 

Davis, the fifth overall pick 
in 2017, leads the Titans with 30 
catches for 395 yards receiving. 
He had his best game with nine 
catches for 161 yards and a touch¬ 
down in Tennessee’s overtime 
win over Philadelphia on Sept. 
30. He’s been held to a total of 
eight catches over the past three 
games. 

Sharpe was the first pick of the 
fifth round in 2016 and started 10 
games as a rookie. He has started 
six games this season, and the 
6-foot-2 receiver is coming off 
his best game yet after a career- 
high 101 yards receiving catch¬ 
ing seven of nine passes thrown 
to him. Each catch earned the 
Titans a first down, and five of 
Sharpe’s catches came on third 
down. 

“He’s found ways to kind of get 
open,” Mariota said. “At the same 
time, he understands his routes. 
He understands the concepts. If 
we can find ways to kind of get ev¬ 
erybody on the same page, just as 
Tqjae is figuring it out, I think we 
can be even better on third down. 
I give credit to Tqjae. I think he’s 
done a great job of understanding 
his role and finding zones or beat¬ 
ing his man on third down.” 


By Wes Crosby 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — The Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers were bullied the 
last time they faced the Baltimore 
Ravens. In a rivalry mostly de¬ 
fined by physicality, that might be 
the worst that could be said about 
either side following a game. 

When the Steelers travel to Bal¬ 
timore for their second matchup 
on Sunday, they want to re-estab¬ 
lish an aggressive approach on 
their way to what would be a third 
straight win against AFC North 
opponents. 

“This Pittsburgh-Ravens 
matchup, they have some hard 
guys up front. We do, too,” guard 
Ramon Foster said. “We have to 
be on top of our job. ... Get away 
from the run early and it could be 
a long day for us. Unless Ben (Ro- 
ethlisberger) is just airing it out 
and pushing everybody’s fantasy 
points up.” 

In their 26-14 home loss to Bal¬ 
timore in Week 4, Pittsburgh was 
limited to 19 yards rushing on 11 
carries. It has averaged 137 yards 
on the ground in three straight 
wins since, including 168 yards in 
a 33-18 victory against the Cleve¬ 
land Browns last Sunday. 

Those three wins have the 
Steelers atop the AFC North at 4- 
2-1, ahead of the Cincinnati Ben- 
gals (5-3). The Ravens have lost 
three of four games since defeat¬ 
ing the Steelers, leaving them at 
4-4. 

Foster said Baltimore’s recent 
slump has surprised him, but he 
expects the Ravens to “do every¬ 
thing they can not to stay that 
way.” 

“We have to be on our game,” 
Foster said. “It’s shocking, but 


me knowing them, they’re going 
to give us their all.” 

Part of being on their game 
would include the Steelers con¬ 
verting first downs, limiting the 
Ravens’ possessions and estab¬ 
lishing an early lead. That’s a rec¬ 
ipe they didn’t follow last time. 

Pittsburgh fell behind 14-0 in 
the first quarter before tying it 
before halftime. Because of their 
lack of success early, the Steel¬ 
ers turned away from the run 
and relied almost exclusively on 
Roethlisberger. 

After that seemingly worked, 
Pittsburgh stuck with the pass 
in the second half, when it was 
outscored 12-0. Six second-half 
drives ended with one intercep¬ 
tion, four punts and one turnover 
on downs. 

The fix is simple, at least ac¬ 
cording to center Maurkice 
Pouncey. 

“We just have to play better, 
block guys better, get better fits 
on guys,” Pouncey said, “and 
make sure the running back has 
lanes to run into.” 

That running back will be 
James Conner more often than 
not. He’s averaged 85.6 rushing 
yards in seven games during his 
second NFL season, but had a 
season-low 2.11 yards per rush 
against Baltimore. 

Pouncey credited the Ravens 
for their defensive success in the 
first game. He also knows they 
can make it difficult again. 

“They have the core guys that 
they have. They like to bring in 
the guys that fit their system,” 
Pouncey said. “They have a great 
coaching staff, a great organiza¬ 
tion. So it speaks a lot about them. 
They’re always really good.” 



Jared Wickersham/AP 


Pittsburgh may need to get more yardage out of running back James 
Conner (30) to be effective against Baltimore. 
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Thomas returns to 
Denver with Texans 


By Kristie Rieken 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Demaryius 
Thomas is playing for a team 
other than the Denver Broncos 
for the first time in his career 
after his trade to the Houston 
Texans. 

The receiver won’t have long 
to miss Denver, though, with the 
Texans visiting the Broncos on 
Sunday. 

“It was strange to get traded 
first off, and then come here and 
get ready to play in the Mile High 
City that you’ve been playing for 
the last 8 V 2 years is very strange,” 
Thomas said. 

The Texans traded for Thomas 
on Tuesday, adding the veteran 
to replace Will Fuller, who tore a 
knee ligament in Houston’s win 
over the Dolphins last week. The 
30-year-old Thomas was a first- 
round pick by the Broncos in 2010 
and has piled up 9,055 yards re¬ 
ceiving with 60 touchdowns since 
then. 

“I like his size ... I think he 
can do a lot of different things,” 
coach Bill O’Brien said. “I like 
his intelligence, his experience. I 
don’t think there’s any substitute 
for experience. Obviously, he’s 
got good hands. There’s a lot of 
things to like about Demaryius 
Thomas.” 

Acquiring Thomas was a big 
move for a team which has reeled 
off five straight wins since open¬ 
ing the season 0-3 to move into 
first place in the AFC South. The 
Texans have star receiver DeAn- 
dre Hopkins, but didn’t have any 
proven playmakers to pair with 
Hopkins after Fuller was lost for 
the season. 

Quarterback Deshaun Watson, 
who tied a career high with five 
touchdown passes against the 
Dolphins, is excited about the 
possibilities for this offense with 
two receivers as talented as Hop¬ 
kins and Thomas. Watson doesn’t 
think it will take long for Thomas 
to get acclimated in Houston and 
expects big things immediately. 

“It’s going to be great,” Watson 
said. “Nothing really should stop 
the train. (Thomas) is a veteran 
guy that can do a lot of different 


It was strange 
to get traded first 
off, and then come 
here and get ready 
to play in the Mile 
High City that you’ve 
been playing for the 
last 8V2 years is 
very strange, f 

Demaryius Thomas 

New Houston Texans wide receiver 


things and he’s played a lot of foot¬ 
ball, so it’s a great opportunity for 
all of us to get on the same page 
and continue to put a lot of yards 
in the air and put a lot of points 
on the board. We’re going to bring 
him along and he’s going to fit in 
... well.” 

Despite his years of experi¬ 
ence, Thomas admitted to being a 
little nervous on his first day with 
the Texans on Wednesday. 

He said the transition was made 
easier by the warm welcome he 
received from his teammates, in¬ 
cluding Watson, who was the first 
to text him after the trade. Thom¬ 
as said he’s admired Watson from 
afar for a while and is looking for¬ 
ward to playing with him. 

“He gets the ball out, great 
throws, on time, on point,” Thom¬ 
as said. “He can also scramble, 
too, and that’s another exciting 
thing. That’s some of the things 
you see from him that you can 
count on as a receiver, because if 
he scrambles outside of the pock¬ 
et, he’s looking downfield, he’s not 
looking to run.” 

Another change Thomas will 
have to get used to in Houston is 
wearing a different number since 
the No. 88 he’s worn for his entire 
NFL career is taken by rookie 
tight end Jordan Akins. NFL 
rules mandate that a player isn’t 
allowed to change numbers if he’s 
played more than 30 percent of 
the team’s snaps on his side of the 
ball in a season, which applies to 
Akins. 



Brett Coomer, Houston Chronicle/AP 


Texans wide receiver Demaryius Thomas, traded from Denver to 
Houston on Tuesday, faces his former team on Sunday. 



Jeffrey T. Barnes/AP 

Buffalo tight end Jason Croom, right, tries to make a catch as New England strong safety Patrick Chung 
and cornerback Stephen Gilmore, left, defend during the second half of their game on Monday. The 
Patriots rank 25th in the league in total defense and 22nd in passing yards allowed. 


Rodgers, secondary are 
Pats’ primary concerns 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — It didn’t take Bill 
Belichick long to recall what Aaron Rodgers did 
against his defense the previous time the Packers 
faced the Patriots. 

“He killed us,” Belichick said of New England’s 
26-21 loss in Green Bay in 2014. “He does every¬ 
thing well. ... He’s one of the great quarterbacks in 
the National Football League. No question about it.” 

Four years later, not a lot has changed about 
Belichick’s affinity for Rodgers or his abilities as 
the Patriots prepare to host Green Bay on Sunday 
night. 

It presents the latest challenge for a New England 
defense that has had issues slowing teams down this 
season, particularly in the secondary. 

Following the departure of defensive coordinator 
Matt Patricia to the Lions, the Patriots have strug¬ 
gled with consistency in 2018. 

They currently rank in the bottom half of the NFL 
in both total defense (25th, 383 yards per game) and 
passing yards allowed (22nd, 227 yards per game). 

Stopping the pass was a m^or issue in both of 
New England’s losses. 

Blake Bortles threw for 376 yards and four touch¬ 
downs, including a 61-yarder to Dede Westbrook in 
the fourth quarter of the Jaguars’ 31-20 win in Week 
2. A week later. Matt Stafford had just nine incomple¬ 
tions and passed for 262 yards and two touchdowns 
in leading the Lions to a 26-10 victory. 

And though the Patriots were able to pull out a 
43-40 win against the Chiefs, it came despite Pat¬ 
rick Mahomes lighting up the defense for 352 yards 
and four TDs through the air. The similarities in all 
those games were the ability of the three quarter¬ 
backs to create time and space with their legs. 

Rodgers isn’t expected to be as mobile as he con¬ 
tinues to be slowed by the knee injury he sustained 
in Green Bay’s season opener. But he’s still managed 
to complete 61 percent of his passes while throwing 
for 13 touchdowns and just one interception. 

Patriots cornerback Jason McCourty was with the 
Titans in 2016 when they beat the Packers 47-25 in a 
game that saw Rodgers throw two interceptions. 

But he said he isn’t counting on getting anything 


Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 

Green Bay quarterback Aaron Rodgers, even 
with a sore knee, is completing 61 percent of his 
passes with just one interception this season. 

less than Rodgers’ best this time around. 

“I really don’t want to compare anybody to Aaron 
Rodgers, so I won’t go that route,” McCourty said. 
“At the end of the day, however many football games 
you can play in preparation to help you get ready for 
this guy. ... He’ll probably be the best quarterback 
we play against this year for sure.” 

Likewise, Rodgers is expecting various defensive 
looks from Belichick to get him off his game. 

“They do a number of different things — they 
don’t just always m^or in one specific thing,” he 
said. “They’re going to try to combat what you do 
best and take it away and get you off schedule and 
lock down the guys they want to take away.” 

Defensive end Trey Flowers said helping the sec¬ 
ondary find similar success against Rodgers will 
hinge on their ability to speed up Rodgers in the 
pocket. “We definitely will need to try to contain 
him as much as we can,” Flowers said.“You flush 
him out the pocket and he’s still good. Keep him in 
the pocket and he’s still great. We just gotta continue 
to push and get him rattled up a little bit.” 
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Also on AFN: 

Detroit Lions (3-4) at Minnesota Vikings (4-3-1), AFN-Atlantic, 7 p.ni. Sunday GET; 3 a.m. Monday JKT 

EXPANDED STANDINGS 


Atlanta Falcoms (3-4) 
at Washington Redskins (5-2) 

AFN-Sports 
7 p.m. Sunday GET 
3 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Redskins lead 14-9-1. 
Last meeting: Falcons beat Red¬ 
skins 25-19, Oct. 11, 2015. 

Notes: Falcons have won past 
five meetings.... Falcons QB Matt 
Ryan passed for 379 yards and a 
TD for a 115.7 in Week 7. He has a 
100-plus rating in five of his past 
six games.... Redskins RB Adrian 
Peterson had 149 rushing yards, 
including a 64-yard TD run, and a 
TD catch last week. 


Pittsburgh Steelers (4-2-1) 
at Baltimore Ravens (4-4) 

AFN-Sports2 
7 p.m. Sunday GET 
3 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Steelers lead 24-21. 

Last meeting: Ravens beat Steel¬ 
ers 26-14, Sept. 30, 2018. 

Notes: Steelers have won three of 
past four meetings.... Steelers RB 
James Gonner had career-high 212 
scrimmage yards (146 rushing, 66 
receiving) and two TDs last week. 

... Ravens QB Joe Flacco completed 
28 of 42 passes for 363 yards and 
two TDs for a 109.5 rating in Week 
4 meeting. 


AFN-Sports, 10:25 p.m. Sunday GET; 6:25 a.m. Monday JKT 


SERIES RECORD: Rams lead 41-32. 

LAST MEETING: Rams beat Saints 26-20, Nov. 26, 
2017. 

LAST WEEK: Rams beat Packers 29-27; Saints beat Vi¬ 
kings 30-20. 

RAMS OFFENSE: OVERALL (2), RUSH (1), PASS (7). 

RAMS DEFENSE: OVERALL (8), RUSH (12), PASS (10). 

SAINTS OFFENSE: OVERALL (8), RUSH (17t), PASS 
(9). 

SAINTS DEFENSE: OVERALL (23), RUSH (1), PASS 
(28). 

STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES: Rams coach Sean 
McVay, Saints coach Sean Payton both were college QBs 
with offensive coaching backgrounds as NFL assistants be¬ 
fore first and only NFL head coaching jobs. Both have highly 
productive QBs in Rams’ Jared Goff and Saints’ Drew Brees. 
Rams tandem much younger, less experienced: Payton is 54 
and Brees 39; McVay is 32 and Goff 24. Payton and Brees 
together since 2006, McVay and Goff since 2017. ... Goff 
passed for 295 yards, three TDs, no INTs last week. Had 


Los Angeles Rams quarterback Jared Goff 

Denis Poroy/AP 


354 yards passing, one INT, In last meeting.... Goff has won 
past seven starts on road with 13 TDs, five INTs.... RB Todd 
Gurley had 195 scrimmage yards (114 rushing, 81 receiv¬ 
ing), TD catch last week. Leads NFL with 15 TDs.... Brandin 
Cooks ranks third in NFL with 18.4 yards per catch in first 
season with Rams, was Saints 2014 first-round draft choice. 
... DT Aaron Donald had two sacks last week, his eighth ca¬ 
reer multi-sack game. Leads NFL this season with 10 sacks. 
... Brees has 1,045 yards passing (348.3 per game), eight 
TDs, no INTs In past three at home.... Brees is NFL’s all-time 
leading passer with 72,435 yards, ranks fourth all-time with 
502 TD passes. ... WR Michael Thomas has 32 catches for 
343 yards (114.3 per game) and three TDs in past three at 
home. ... Since 2016, Thomas one of two WRs (Antonio 
Brown) with at least 250 catches and 3,000 yards receiving. 

... DE Cameron Jordan has sack in past 
two at home. ... DT Sheldon Rankins 
had first career multi-sack game 
with two last week vs. Vikings. 

— Associated Press 


New England 

w 

6 

L 

2 

American Conference 

East 

T Pet PF PA Home Away 

0 .750 239 185 4-0-0 2-2-0 

AFC 

5-1-0 

NFC 

1-1-0 

2-0-0 

Washington 

w 

5 

L 

2 

T 

0 

National Conference 

East 

Pet PF PA Home Away 

.714 146 134 3-1-0 2-1-0 

NFC 

5-1-0 

AFC 

0-1-0 

2-0-0 

Miami 

4 

4 

0 

.500 

174 219 

3-1-0 

1-3-0 

3-3-0 

1-1-0 

1-1-0 

Philadelphia 

4 

4 

0 

.500 

178 156 

2-2-0 

2-2-0 

2-3-0 

2-1-0 

1-0-0 

N.Y. Jets 

3 

5 

0 

.375 

192 200 

2-2-0 

1-3-0 

2-3-0 

1-2-0 

0-1-0 

Dallas 

3 

4 

0 

.429 

140 123 

3-0-0 

0-4-0 

2-3-0 

1-1-0 

1-1-0 

Buffalo 

2 

6 

0 

.250 

87 200 

1-2-0 

1-4-0 

1-5-0 

1-1-0 

0-1-0 

N.Y. Giants 

1 

7 

0 

.125 

150 205 

0-4-0 

1-3-0 

0-6-0 

1-1-0 

0-3-0 

Houston 

5 

3 

0 

.625 

South 

197 167 

3-1-0 

2-2-0 

4-2-0 

1-1-0 

2-1-0 

New Orleans 

6 

1 

0 

.857 

South 

234 183 

2-1-0 

4-0-0 

4-1-0 

2-0-0 

1-1-0 

Tennessee 

3 

4 

0 

.429 

106 127 

2-1-0 

1-3-0 

2-4-0 

1-0-0 

2-0-0 

Carolina 

5 

2 

0 

.714 

178 152 

4-0-0 

1-2-0 

3-2-0 

2-0-0 

0-1-0 

Jacksonville 

3 

5 

0 

.375 

134 170 

2-3-0 

1-2-0 

2-3-0 

1-2-0 

0-2-0 

Atlanta 

3 

4 

0 

.429 

190 212 

3-2-0 

0-2-0 

3-2-0 

0-2-0 

2-1-0 

Indianapolis 

3 

5 

0 

.375 

231 213 

1-2-0 

2-3-0 

2-4-0 

1-1-0 

0-1-0 

Tampa Bay 

3 

4 

0 

.429 

201 233 

2-1-0 

1-3-0 

2-2-0 

1-2-0 

1-1-0 

Pittsburgh 

4 

2 

1 

.643 

North 

204 172 

2-2-0 

2-0-1 

2-2-1 

2-0-0 

2-1-1 

Chicago 

4 

3 

0 

.571 

North 

194 144 

3-1-0 

1-2-0 

3-1-0 

1-2-0 

0-1-0 

Cincinnati 

5 

3 

0 

.625 

221 237 

3-1-0 

2-2-0 

3-2-0 

2-1-0 

1-1-0 

Minnesota 

4 

3 

1 

.563 

197 195 

2-2-0 

2-1-1 

3-2-1 

1-1-0 

0-0-1 

Baltimore 

4 

4 

0 

.500 

197 137 

2-1-0 

2-3-0 

4-2-0 

0-2-0 

1-2-0 

Green Bay 

3 

3 

1 

.500 

175 173 

3-0-1 

0-3-0 

2-3-1 

1-0-0 

1-1-1 

Cleveland 

2 

5 

1 

.313 

169 210 

2-1-1 

0-4-0 

2-3-1 

0-2-0 

1-1-1 

Detroit 

3 

4 

0 

.429 

171 186 

2-2-0 

1-2-0 

1-3-0 

2-1-0 

1-0-0 

Kansas City 

7 

1 

0 

.875 

West 

290 205 

4-0-0 

3-1-0 

6-1-0 

1-0-0 

3-0-0 

L.A. Rams 

8 

0 

0 

1.000 

West 

264 155 

4-0-0 

4-0-0 

5-0-0 

3-0-0 

3-0-0 

L.A. Chargers 

5 

2 

0 

.714 

195 163 

3-1-0 

2-1-0 

4-1-0 

1-1-0 

1-1-0 

Seattle 

4 

3 

0 

.571 

171 131 

1-1-0 

3-2-0 

3-2-0 

1-1-0 

1-1-0 

Denver 

3 

5 

0 

.375 

188 194 

2-2-0 

1-3-0 

1-4-0 

2-1-0 

1-2-0 

Arizona 

2 

6 

0 

.250 

110 199 

1-4-0 

1-2-0 

2-5-0 

0-1-0 

2-2-0 

Oakland 

1 

6 

0 

.143 

138 218 

1-3-0 

0-3-0 

1-4-0 

0-2-0 

0-2-0 

San Francisco 

1 

7 

0 

.125 

173 236 

1-2-0 

0-5-0 

1-5-0 

0-2-0 

0-3-0 


Los Angeles Chargers (5-2) 
at Seattle Seahawks (4-3) 

AFN-Sports2 
10 p.m. Sunday GET 
6 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Seahawks lead 26-24. 
Last meeting: Ghargers beat 
Seahawks 30-21, Sept. 14, 2014. 
Notes: Ghargers have won two of 
past three meetings.... Ghargers 
RB Melvin Gordon aims for fourth 
game in a row with 120-plus 
scrimmage yards and a TD.... Se¬ 
ahawks QB Russell Wilson passed 
for 248 yards and three TDs for a 
158.3 rating in Week 8.... Se¬ 
ahawks QB Ghris Garson had 105 
rushing yards and a TD last week. 




Green Bay Packers (3-3-1) 
at New England Patriots (6-2) 

AFN-Sports 
2:20 a.m. Monday GET 
10:20 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Series tied 5-5. 


Last meeting: Packers beat Patri¬ 
ots 26-21, Nov. 30, 2014. 

Notes: Patriots have won two of 
past three meetings.... Packers 
QB Aaron Rodgers passed for 286 
yards and a TD for a 102.9 rating 
last week. His 40,785 career pass¬ 
ing yards surpassed Hall of Famer 
Joe Montana (40,551) for 18th- 
most all-time.... Patriots have won 
nine straight at home. 


REST OF THE SCHEDULE 


N.Y. Jets at Miami 
Kansas City at Cleveland 
Tampa Bay at Carolina 
Chicago at Buffalo 
Houston at Denver 

Open: Indianapolis, Arizona, N.Y. Giants, 
Jacksonville, Philadelphia, Cincinnati 
Monday’s games 
Tennessee at Dallas 


NEXT WEEK 


Thursday, Nov. 8 

Carolina at Pittsburgh 

Sunday, Nov. 11 
Arizona at Kansas City 
Buffalo at N.Y. Jets 
Detroit at Chicago 
Jacksonville at Indianapolis 
Washington at Tampa Bay 
New Orleans at Cincinnati 
New England at Tennessee 
Atlanta at Cleveland 
L.A. Chargers at Oakland 
Miami at Green Bay 
Seattle at L.A. Rams 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
Open: Minnesota, Denver, Baltimore, 
Houston 

Monday, Nov. 12 

N.Y. Giants at San Francisco 
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We understand that 
this is THE game. But 
we’re going to approach 
every day iike we’ve 
done and we’re not 
going to change our 
process. ^ 

Ed Orgeron 

LSU head coach 


Top: Alabama defensive lineman 
Raekwon Davis. Right: LSU 
quarterback Joe Burrow. 


By John Zenor 

Associated Press 

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. 

N ick Saban has no interest in 
reconstructing Alabama’s 
seven-game winning streak 
over LSU or pondering his 
team’s scarcely threatened perfect 
record. 

So just don’t ask. 

The top-ranked Crimson Tide 
coach is far more concerned with 
the challenges presented by Ed Org- 
eron’s current fourth-ranked Tigers, 
which appear to be substantial. 

“Our record or any other statistic 
that you guys (reporters) want to bring 
up about this game and all that, will 
not affect the outcome of this game at 
all,” Saban said Monday. 


There’s no downplaying the mag¬ 
nitude of this game Saturday night at 
LSU, though. It features once again 
not one but two national title contend¬ 
ers — like the so-called Game of the 
Century, 1 versus 2 matchup in 2011. 
That meeting was the last LSU victory 
before Alabama started a seven-game 
winning streak in the rivalry, including 
the national championship rematch. 

There was also No. 2 LSU vs. No. 4 
Alabama in 2015. Most of the match¬ 
ups have been competitive even when 
they didn’t seem so evenly matched, 
including the past two under Orgeron. 

Alabama can lock up a spot in the 
SEC championship game with a win. 
The Tigers would be in control of the 
SEC West if they win. 

SEE TEST ON PAGE 58 


Inside: 

■ Maryland reverses course, fires head coach Durkin, Page 59 

■ UGA’s bespectacled kicker returns to scene of triumph. Page 58 
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